
  

COGA Spring 2017  

 Annual Newsletter 

Dear COGA Members  

A BIG THANK YOU to all those that joined us last year for our annual reunion 
lunch, it was great to see so many of you.  A special thank you as well to all 
those who donated and those who purchased raffle tickets on the day.  We 
have been able to donate £700 to the school to put towards the Jubilee Centre 
and, at the request of Mrs Martin, an additional £1000 towards the purchase of 
mini iPads for the music department.  We have also raised additional funds by 
running raffles at the Christmas and Summer Fairs. 

We are grateful to Mrs Martin for allowing us to hold our reunions at the 
school.   I know the association members like to hear about the work that is 
going on at the school and to hear about past staff and pupils.   

You may have seen in the press recently that Coloma has been awarded the 
World Class Schools Quality Mark (WCSQM).  This has only been awarded to 34 
schools in the country and this is the only award made in the borough.  It is 
awarded to schools that have “moved beyond” the Ofsted outstanding rating. 
Very many congratulations to Mrs Martin and all the staff at Coloma who      
continue to raise standards in education. 

On a personal note, I have decided that, having reached 60 at the end of 2016, 
it is now time for me to hang up my hat as Chairwoman on the committee.  I 
have been a member of the committee for some 16 years and Chairwoman for 
eight years.  I will always continue to have a passion for education; I have 
worked in it for 26 years and have been associated with Coloma as pupil,      
employee and COGA member for 53 years and my parents were associated with 
the Daughters of Mary and Joseph since 1939.  

I am lucky enough to regularly meet with five of my school friends and to share 
a holiday with them each year.  We keep a photo album of our time together 
starting with our time at Coloma and following through the years at our get-
togethers.  I am amazed when I look back and wonder where the years have 
gone.  So many great memories. 

The alumnae association of Coloma Convent Girls’ School 
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My family continues to grow with another grandchild due in June and my niece 
expecting in July. Exciting times are ahead.   

This year we are meeting on Saturday 13 May.  If this is a momentous year for 
you and your peers – perhaps celebrating one of the big O birthdays or a decade 
anniversary of your leaving date, then why not get a group of your old school 
friends together for an opportunity to reminisce whilst touring the school to see 
all the changes that have taken place since you left.   

As usual, our day will begin with Mass in the Chapel at 11.30am where we will 
be remembering our COGA friends and especially those who have departed this 
year.  The pre-lunch reception will be held at midday.  Lunch will be served at 
12.45pm and this will be followed by the AGM.  Tea and tours will take place at 
approximately 4.00pm.  The day will close at 5.30pm. 

We have been able to avoid a price increase for lunch this year and have kept 
the membership fee at £5.00. Like last year, a reception and lunchtime drink of 
wine or soft drinks will also be included in the luncheon price.  Additional drinks 
will be available to purchase from the bar.  Any donations received and money 
raised from the raffle will be given to the school to put towards the projects they 
are currently undertaking. We know that funds are limited and any additional 
donations are gratefully received.  If you have a prize you would like to provide 
for the raffle at the luncheon, please bring it with you on the day. 

Do come and join us and share some of your own stories of your time at Coloma. 
The current Head Girl and the prefects are on call for tours of the school.  They 
love to hear how things were in your day!   

We look forward to hearing your news and sharing your memories on  13 May. 

Maureen Adams (neé Kemp) Chairwoman 
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Above: Left picture 1973 L to R Maureen Adams neé Kemp; Denise Collins neé 

Gordon; Helen McSherry neé Wetherill; Angela Jenkins neé Kersse; Susan Turner 

neé Lambert.  Right picture 1971 L to R Marian Purcell neé Shoebridge and 

Maureen. 

On facing page, more recently:  Left to right— Sue Turner, Angela Jenkins, 

Maureen Adams, Helen McSherry, Denise Collins,  Marian Purcell 

COGA NEEDS YOU! 
 

In order to keep COGA running, we require at least 14 active  
members on the committee to help manage the workload.  It is 
important that younger members join in, to help bring in ideas and 
to keep the interest and momentum going.  If you can find it in 
your heart to give a bit back in return for what Coloma gave you, 
then do join the committee to help make a difference to Coloma.  
The school is grateful for the association’s support, both financially 
and physically. Please contact Suzy Stoyel, by emailing Suzy at 
suzystar@live.co.uk if you can help or would like to find out more.  
All help is gratefully received. 

mailto:suzystar@live.co.uk
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COLOMA’S VERY 

OWN DRAMA QUEEN 

-CATHY SHIPTON-

PLAYS NURSE LISA 

DUFFIN “DUFFY” IN 

“CASUALTY”     

People often ask if anyone famous attended Coloma.  Recently we 
have all been able to watch past pupil, Cathy Shipton, on prime-
time Saturday night television in the BBC 1 hospital drama series, 
“Casualty”.  Cathy attended Coloma between 1968 and 1975.   
After school she studied at the Rose Bruford College and joined 
the cast of Casualty in 1986.   Cathy has had a few breaks from the 
continuing saga but returned to the role again last year.   She is 
married to fellow actor, Christopher Guard, whom she met when 
they both worked on “Casualty”, and lives in West London with 
Christopher and their daughter Tallulah.  (Pictured above on set 
with “Casualty” co-star Derek Thompson.) 

Daughters of Mary and Joseph Bicentennial 

Did you ever sit in school assembly, look up at the bust of a man in ecclesiastical dress and 
wonder what he had to do with Coloma?  Well, two hundred years ago, Constant William 
Van Cromburgghe started the Daughters of Mary and Joseph – the order of nuns who used 
to teach at Coloma and who are still very much involved with all three schools in the      
Coloma Trust. 

Born into a well-to-do family in Grammont in Flanders—which later became Belgium— 
Constant’s father was a Deputy Mayor and lace merchant.  The family was committed to 
the Catholic faith and, as a child, Constant was influenced by his mother who was very 
attentive to the needs of others.  At the age of ten, Constant taught catechism to other 
children.  At 16 he went to boarding school run by the Fathers and in 1806 he decided to 
enter the church himself and went on to study at a seminary in Ghent. 

Constant Van Cromburgghe was ordained at the age of 23, first becoming a curate at    
Moucron where he would visit the sick.  In 1814 Father Van Cromburgghe was appointed 
Principal of the previously Jesuit-run college in Alost.  It had an excellent reputation and 
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Sophie works with people from many different nationalities and this has meant 
she has been able to continue using her languages (French & German) in the  
workplace and has added a further string to her bow by learning Arabic.    Her 
studies have continued and she has attained a 2:1 BSC degree in Human Resource 
Management.  Life is not all hard work though, she continues to enjoy sports and 
competed in the World Airline Ski Championships in Finland last year.  Sophie says: 
“I will always be extremely grateful to my teachers and Head teacher Mrs. Martin 
for such dedicated support to my learning throughout my time at Coloma. One of 
my A Level Teachers, Mrs. Clegg, often said that one day I would be a teacher - she 
was right as I have been conducting several training workshops as part of my role 
at Etihad”. 

Sophie Burke in her 

role for Etihad Airways 

SOPHIE BURKE LANDS TOP FLIGHT JOB 

Sophie Burke attended Coloma between 2002 and 2009.  
At 21 she moved out to Dubai to take on a role within 
Human Resources.   The heat and way of life were a 
culture shock but Sophie has never looked back.  Work 
in the United Arab Emirates is demanding with long 
hours and high standards but Sophie’s dedication has 
paid off.  Two years later she moved to Abu Dhabi as 
she was appointed HR Business Partner for Etihad     
Airways the national carrier of UAE.   

students distributed money and clothes to the poor.  In 1817 a bad harvest and flooding 
caused poverty.  Father Constant opened a house where poor girls over twelve years of age 
learned to make lace which could be sold to make money for their parents.  The girls also 
learnt to read and write and received religious instruction.  Two or three cleaners at the 
college helped with the lace making and they became the first sisters of the order.   

Later, in 1837 and by now a Canon, Van Cromburgghe divided the Daughters of Mary and 
Joseph into two bodies.  DMJ, also called the Ladies of Mary undertook teaching middleclass 
girls whilst the Sisters of St Joseph took care of the sick and elderly and the education for 
girls from different backgrounds. 

The Canon died in 1865 after several years of illness and is remembered as a compassionate 
man, moved to combat destitution, poverty and ignorance. 

By Fiona Stas—information taken from the DMJ Associates Handbook 

Continued from page 4. 
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EX-COLOMA 
GIRL, 
MARIE RYAN, 
IS THE NEW 
DIRECTOR OF 
EDUCATION 
FOR THE 
ARUNDEL AND 
BRIGHTON 
DIOCESE 

Marie is pictured at her induction 

with Bishop Richard Moth 

Marie Ryan is the Director of Education for the Roman Catholic     

Diocese of Arundel and Brighton.   Marie, who attended Coloma   

between 1978 and 1985 (and previously attended the prep school) 

was formally appointed to the post last year at a special induction 

ceremony at Worth Abbey church. 

The Diocese covers the counties of East and West Sussex and Surrey 

and includes the city of Brighton and Hove.  In her role leading the 

Diocesan education services team, Marie covers an area that         

educates nearly 35,000 children.   

During the induction, the Bishop of Arundel and Brighton, Bishop 

Richard Moth, asked Marie to ensure that “Christ is at the centre of 

every one of our school communities”.   Following Marie’s commit-

ment to the role she spoke about the support she had received and 

her recognition of the privilege and huge responsibility she felt in 

living out the teaching vocation in a Catholic setting. 
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Mrs Martin collecting her 

OBE last year at 

Buckingham Palace. 

NEWS FROM COLOMA 

Our old school has a tremendous reputation.   
 
This year it’s seen success after success.  In December Coloma was 
awarded the World Class Schools Quality mark—one of only 34 
schools in the country to receive this accolade.   The 2016 A level 
results delivered a 100% pass rate and Coloma was ranked number 
20 in the Sunday Times league of all UK comprehensive schools.  It’s 
the leading comprehensive Catholic school for girls in the whole 
country and it’s been rated the top school for sports amongst all 
girls’ comprehensive schools for the second year running by School 
Sports Magazine.  A fantastic achievement for Head of PE, 
Cara Smith, herself a past pupil.   Coloma continues to excel in     
performance,  especially music.  In November, the school choirs  
performed The Pearl at the Royal Albert Hall.  The music was      
composed by Howard Goodall for the school’s 140th anniversary.  
 

Sadly, Headmistress, 
Maureen Martin OBE, has 
decided to retire at the end 
of the academic year.    
Mrs Martin leaves the 
school after a tremendous 
career.  She is leaving it at 
a time when so much has 
been secured to establish 
Coloma as a high achieving 
school. 
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From the Coloma Archives 

 

 1927 Coloma’s musical activities were very successful, with both 
the middle and junior choirs gaining first place in a singing festival. 
Unfortunately, the school orchestra had to disband due to a     
complete lack of string instruments. 

 1947 Two years after the end of the war, Coloma was returning to 
peacetime conditions. The air raid shelters had been demolished 
and the boards that had been put up to protect the stained-glass 
windows in the Chapel had been removed.  

 1977 Plans were being made for the amalgamation of Coloma with 
St. Anne’s, also run by the Ladies of Mary.   Architects plans were 
drawn up for new buildings to accommodate the increased      
number of pupils.  A Sixth Form block was planned to be built on 
the lawn between the gym and the main hall. 

 2007 The senior choir travelled to Spain to sing in two concerts. 
Whilst in Spain, they performed in the world-famous monastery in 
Montserrat and participated in Sunday Mass in Solsona Cathedral. 

Find our more about COGA —  the alumnae association of Coloma     
Convent Girls’ School: 

• Email membership secretary Suzy Stoyel at suzystar@live.co.uk  

• Visit www.coloma.croydon.sch.uk/COGA 

• OR follow us on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/ColomaCOGA/ 

In Memoriam: As we go to press, sad news has reached us of the 

death of past pupil, Irene Griffiths.  Irene, who was 98, was the 

God Mother of ex-Coloma teacher, Margaret Philpott.   Irene had 

been living locally in the Coloma Court care home in West Wick-

ham.  Please remember Irene in your prayers. 


