
  

COGA Spring 2018  

 Annual Newsletter 

Dear COGA Member, 
 
This is my first message to you as COGA Chair. First, I would like to 
thank Maureen Adams for all her years of service to COGA and 
Coloma. Maureen’s job as Bursar of a private school has grown 
and, due to pressures on her time, Maureen has now resigned 
completely from the COGA Committee and we miss her 
contributions very much. Two more committee members have 
resigned over the last year: Sue Turner, our very creative archivist, 
has given up the role due to pressures on her time and Gill Slater is 
also relinquishing her role. So, thank you Sue and Gill for all you 
have also given to COGA over the years. The good news is that we 
have new blood on our committee and a full list of our committee 
members can be found on page five of this newsletter. We are 
delighted that Maureen Martin has agreed to join our committee. 
 
We started planning for this year’s reunion as soon as we had tidied 
up after the last event.   We changed the traditional May date to fit in 
with the school timetable and, this year, the reunion will be held on 
Saturday 28 April.  We took on board your feedback, particularly 
regarding catering, and set about our plan.   Our previous caterers 
have now moved away from the area, so we have selected a new 
company.   We have received good reviews about Elliott Jones 
Catering who have quoted a very competitive price to include 
canapés, a two-course luncheon and tea and cake later in the 
afternoon.  This means we have maintained the reunion ticket price 
at £25.  The cost will include a glass of Prosecco at the pre-lunch 
reception and a glass of wine with lunch.  A cash bar will also be 
available.  Not all the £25 goes to the caterer as we buy in the 
alcohol, organise the alcohol licence, recruit bar staff and must pay 
for all the trimmings, like tablecloths, stationery, printed material, 
and flowers. 
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Our finances took a hit last year and we spent more money than we 
received.  Luckily as we have a surplus, this wasn’t a problem, but 
it meant that we needed to ensure that we could run COGA within 
its means as well as contributing to the school.   The money raised 
from your donations and our raffle always go direct to Coloma, but 
we have usually been able to top this money up in previous years.   
We are hoping this year will show an improvement.    
 
For 2018 we decided to separate out the membership renewal 
process from the event booking system.  We have done this for two 
reasons:  one was to ensure that everyone could see the price of 
the lunch on its own.  (We had noticed that people were referring to 
a lunch ticket priced at £30 which included the membership 
renewal and, understandably, people felt this was expensive); the 
second purpose was that it was clear that a percentage of past 
pupils were only renewing their membership of COGA when they 
were attending the lunch.   We need to have a constant list of 
members with only small changes each year otherwise how can we 
keep in touch with our alumnae?  Prices for postage and printing 
have increased and Coloma used to be able to provide facilities 
that removed the real costs.  With all the pressures on education 
budgets we cannot expect the school to continue to do this, so we 
are gradually introducing an increase in the price for membership 
and we hope you will understand why we need to do this. 
 
It’s important that we attract new members to COGA and I’d like to 
reach out to all our current membership to ask if you know another 
past pupil who isn’t yet a member that you could encourage to join?   
A sister, a daughter, or a friend.   Let them know that we have a 
dedicated page on the Coloma website which will give them all the 
information and encourage them to come to the lunch with you this 
year. Visit: www.coloma.croydon.sch.uk/COGA  
 
The date may have changed but our day will still have all the 
traditions that you have come to expect from the occasion.   Mass 
will be held in the chapel at 11.30am and our Prosecco and canapé 
reception will begin at midday.   Luncheon will be served at 
12.45pm, followed by speeches and our AGM.   Tea and tours of 
the school will be at 4pm and the day will close at approximately 
half past five.  
 

http://www.coloma.croydon.sch.uk/COGA
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This year we will also be including the first presentation of our 
annual Maureen Martin OBE COGA Award to a Year 9 pupil. The 
award will go to the Year 9 pupil who has shown that they consider 
others and has gone “above and beyond” to help someone in need.  
When Maureen retired last year, the COGA Committee agreed that 
this would be a fitting legacy to the school in Maureen’s name.   
The name of the winner will be revealed after lunch when the award 
will be presented to the winner. 
 
I do hope you will be able to attend this year’s lunch and I am 
looking forward to seeing many of you on the day. 

 
SUZY STOYEL 
Chair 

TOP RESULTS FOR COLOMA 

Once again, Coloma, named as a World 

Class School, achieved outstanding A level 
results in 2017.  The proportion of A* grades 
have increased to 11.6% and the figures for 
A*-A and A*-B were 30.1% and 64.7% 

respectively. 

GCSE results last year were just as 
remarkable despite changing requirements 
of the curriculum and the more demanding 
GCSE subjects.  16 pupils gained 11 or 

more straight A*-A grades with five of these 
students gaining 12 or more. 
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TWO COLOMA GENERATIONS 

Clare Pepper (née Mahoney) Coloma years 71-79 (Prep) 79-85 

(Secondary) looks at what life holds for her daughter, Hannah, 

and her friends, since leaving Coloma: 

Having been asked to write a piece for this magazine about my 

daughter and her friends, who left Coloma in 2014, their 

achievements since leaving school have made me reflect on what 

exactly Coloma has really given them.  

Four years since leaving Coloma, after studying for a degree in 

English and Film at the University of Kent, my daughter Hannah has 

started interning at Cancer Research UK.  Hannah plans to pursue a 

career in the charity sector. The majority of her close friends from the 

Class of 2014 have also gone to University with degrees ranging 

from Graphic Design and History to Psychology and Drama. Clearly 

Coloma has given them the ability to study subjects which they find 

engaging, and embark on careers as clinical psychologists, lawyers, 

asset managers and bankers; although this diversity does not really 

show how their close friendships continue to flourish. In good and 

bad times they have stuck together and their stories of the trials and 

tribulations they have encountered continue to fuel our dining room 

table conversations. From trekking across Vietnam together to 

demonstrating their civilised sides whilst hosting dinner parties for 

each other; it is Coloma which created their bond. 
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Looking back (a little further) to the Class of 1985; over the last 18 

months my friends and I have just celebrated our 50
th
 birthdays 

and continue to meet up frequently. We have all led varied 

careers and lives but when we meet up it still doesn’t feel like 33 

years since we walked out of the gates onto Upper Shirley Road 

for the last time. We laugh and reminisce just as my daughter, 

Hannah, and her friends do and as I am sure will continue to do.   

Clare Pepper 

Above:  Clare Pepper (third from left) and her friends still keep in 

touch.  Opposite page: Hannah Pepper (third from right) and 

some of the class of 2014. 

COGA COMMITTEE 2018 

 

 

Suzy Stoyel – Chair 
Chantal Bhardwaj 
Christine Brennan 
Suzanne Cridland 
Wendy Crouch 
Lizette Howers 
Helen Littell 
Pauline MacBroom 
  

Maureen Martin OBE 
Zoe Parker 
Clare Pepper 
Fiona Stas 
Claire Tucker 
Lorraine Walicka 
Angela Yates 
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GILL SLATER (1978-85) GOT MORE THAN SHE EXPECTED FROM A 

TRIP TO NEW YORK 

Last year the crop of 1967 reached our milestone 50th birthdays.  Celebrations 

included a get together with school friends (including older ladies from 1966).  

Hopefully quite a few of us will also be marking 40 years since we started at 

Coloma at this year’s COGA lunch!  You know who you are! 

Planning for the big 50 began years back.  At an annual meet up somewhere in 

the country, we popped into a High Street bank and set up an account with small 

monthly direct debits.  Five years later we arrived in New York!  

Whilst googling St Patrick’s Cathedral in New York, trying to work Mass at this 

stunning cathedral into the itinerary, I was totally amazed and completely thrilled 

to see a concert listed: “Coloma Convent Girls School Chamber Choir”!  Well we 

made it and the choir were simply sublime.   I cannot put into words the huge 

pride I felt.  It was a joy to bask in the glory by association – thank you very very 

much to Mrs Meyer and the fabulous choir.   

Gill Slater 

Members of Coloma’s Chamber Choir at the stunning St Patrick’s 

Cathedral, New York last year. 
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THERE ARE NO LIMITS TO WHERE A CAREER IN MEDICINE MIGHT 

TAKE COLOMA GIRLS 

It’s 70 years since the NHS started and many Coloma girls 

have dedicated their lives to medicine as Doctors and 

Nurses.  Just one of those amazing past students is 

Clare Slater former Deputy Head Girl who left Coloma in 

2013.   Clare, a second-generation Coloma girl, as mum Gill 

is also an ex-pupil, has been studying in Leicester and is 

currently on a medical elective in Sri Lanka.  As we go to 

press, Clare has just received the results of her finals and, 

from 1 August, we can officially call her Dr Slater!  Well 

done Clare. 

Clare Slater in 

“scrubs”, on the 

left of this picture, 

along with her 

close friend and 

colleague, Alison. 



8 

OVERDUE RECOGNITION FOR 

THREE PAST PUPILS WHO 

BECAME TEACHERS 

Last year on 15 May, immediately 
following the last COGA reunion, 
Angela Yates (née Chandler 1950-57), 
Mary Wheddon (née Murphy 1950-57) 
and Sheila Glasswell (née Botting 
1958-65) attended a memorable day at 
the Royal Festival Hall where the 
University of Roehampton presented 
honorary degrees to nearly 2,000 
alumni from its four colleges:  Digby 
Stuart, Froebel, Southlands and 
Whitelands.  The trio had all attended 
Digby Stuart for three years. 
 
After Digby Stuart, Angela taught at the 
Ursuline Convent, Wimbledon for 
seven years before having a family.  
The rest of Angela’s teaching was part 
time in Adult Education (24 years) and 
Further Education (18 years) in the 
Borough of Croydon.  Angela says: “I 
feel very fortunate that I was able to 
have a career that I loved and to be 
able to work with some excellent 
colleagues who have been lifelong 
friends”.   
 
Mary Wheddon went to teach at 
St. Mary’s Secondary School in 
Croydon for two years before leaving 
to get married and moving to 
Northamptonshire.  Mary then taught 
for two terms at a Catholic school in 
Corby and left when she was expecting 
her first child.  Following a gap of 14 
years, whilst she brought up her 
children, Mary returned to teaching 
while living in Surrey and she taught 

Angela Yates 

Mary Wheddon 
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part-time in many of the secondary schools around the Redhill area 
as well as teaching in Adult Education and a prison.   After the 
ceremony Mary said: “It was a lovely ceremony and a chance to 
meet up with colleagues from many years earlier. We were told 
these degrees were being awarded to recognise our services to 
education. In my case it was a welcome recognition of time spent 
doing a job I greatly enjoyed”. 
 
Sheila Glasswell spent two years teaching in Streatham after Digby 
Stuart.  Sheila then travelled to Papua New Guinea where she 
became Head teacher of a very remote Catholic Primary School. 
On returning she taught at St. John’s in Shirley.  Sheila met and 
married her husband Richard, moved to Yorkshire and has four 
children who are now all married with families of their own. Sheila 
and Richard have lived in Cambridge for the last 37 years, Sheila 
has been a catechist for 40 years and an auditor for the Catholic 
Marriage Tribunal.   Sheila was surprised when she was offered an 
honorary degree: “It was a very joyful ceremony and afterwards I 
met up with friends I hadn’t seen in years, and those I have always 
kept in touch with. Imagine my delight when I met Angela again, 
who had been so helpful when I was compiling the history of 
Coloma for the book ‘140 Years of Coloma Memories’”.    
 

  
 
 Sheila Glasswell 

after receiving 

her degree, 

with husband 

Richard and 

eldest son, John 
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Stella Wood (née Ryland 1955-61) 
attended a very special event at St 
Paul’s last May.  As a recipient of 
an OBE she was invited to the 
service of dedication to mark the 
centenary of the Most Excellent 
Order of the British Empire.   Her 
Majesty The Queen and HRH, the 
Duke of Edinburgh both attended 
the event along with many other 
dignitaries.  Stella was awarded her 
OBE in 1996 and she said that this 
was the first time she has worn the 
medal since she received it from 
HRH the Prince of Wales.  She 
received her OBE for services to 
the Department of Trade and 
Industry where she had led a 
project for the improvement of 
record keeping systems. 

WHAT STELLA, SUSAN AND MARGARET DID 

NEXT!  A LOOK AT THREE PAST PUPILS’ LIVES 

AND ACHIEVEMENTS. 

Susan Gow, formerly Susan Clemens, (1948-55) tells us that her 
greatest triumph was becoming the mother of three, grandmother of 
five and great-grandmother to one.  Susan’s husband’s work took 
them to live in Italy for a while, but they returned to Dorset in 1992.   
Any of Susan’s old school friends will remember that she always 
enjoyed writing and she has gone on to self-publish two novels – 
both set in Dorset – and some poems.  Recently, Susan’s poem 
“The Flowers of War” was used at a British Legion Festival of 
Remembrance.  Although Susan is still in touch with a few of her old 
school chums, she would love to hear from her old Coloma friends 
who have lost touch. 
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Margaret Street (née Sysiak 1966-1973) has recently retired from 
the Home Office and, with the children grown up and flown the 
nest, she decided to become a Film and TV extra.   Margaret had 
experience in the film industry in the 1980’s when she was a 
secretary for Stanley Kubrick and Steven Spielberg. She also lived 
in Rome for a year working on “Monsignor”.  Margaret has played a 
variety of roles ranging from a patient in “Holby City” to a Star Ship 
traveller in “Star Wars”. She was recently seen in the superhero 
movie “Justice League” – look out for her in the prison queue 
behind Flash and the baddie!  And see if you can spot her playing a 
fleeing refugee in the new Churchill film “Darkest Hour”.   

Margaret’s most glamorous role was last year at Ely Cathedral in 
“The Royals” playing a wedding guest at a royal wedding.  
Margaret says: “The hours are long with early starts but, to be paid 
to dress up and have fun, it’s a dream job!” 

Pictured right:  Margaret Street on 

location with “The Royals” 

Opposite page:  Stella Wood 

attends the dedication ceremony 

at St Paul’s last year wearing her 

OBE 

Please remember Maureen Smith née Morris in your 

prayers.   Maureen died last year and is sadly missed 

by her husband, two daughters and one son plus four 

grandchildren as well as her friend Val Garner and 

others from the class of ‘64 .   
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Take a look back in time in the Coloma Archives 

 

1938-80 years ago:  Head Girl, Joan Barrington. 

Coloma students took part in the London Secondary Schools 
Music Festival in Streatham. Both the Junior and the Middle 
School choirs achieved first class certificates in the sight 
reading category and for their songs. 

1948-70 years ago: Head Girl, Audrey West. 

A new coat of arms was designed for the sisters to celebrate 
the Golden Jubilee of Reverend Mother Marie Madeleine, 
Superior General of the Ladies of Mary.  The coat of arms 
was incorporated into the new school badge and the colour of 
the school blazer was changed too. 

1968-50 years ago: Head Girl, Jane McGlinn. 

The senior dramatic society presented a  play at the Drama 
Festival held at the Stanley Halls in South Norwood.  The 
Coloma entry was produced by Mr Sargent and 
Miss McCormack, who later married. 

1978-40 years ago:  Head Girl, Mary Price. 

We learnt of the death of Sister Monica Cooley, formerly 
Sister Mary Edmund.  Prior to teaching at Coloma, Sister 
Monica had been a pupil at both Coloma Prep and the 
Grammar School.  On leaving school she joined the convent 
and was professed in 1951.  She returned to Coloma in 1964 
as Head of the Religious Department. 

 

Find our more about COGA —  the alumnae association of Coloma     
Convent Girls’ School: 

• Email Chair Suzy Stoyel at suzystar@live.co.uk  

• Visit www.coloma.croydon.sch.uk/COGA 

• OR follow us on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/ColomaCOGA/ 


