
 

 

 

13th March 2020 

Dear Parents 

I am writing to you following yesterday’s advice from the Government regarding the coronavirus. 
There are two key pieces of advice that we need to be aware of in school from today. 

1. Schools and colleges are being advised against all overseas trips for children under 18 until 
further notice.  
 

The Year 10 Homestay trips, due to depart on 2nd April to Angers and to Mühldorf am Inn, have been 
cancelled. I have written a separate letter to the parents of the students involved, about the 
cancellation of these trips.  

The school has two further overseas trips planned: to Sorrento for a music trip and to Berlin for a 
sixth form trip. Both trips are due to take place in late July, after the end of the summer term. I will 
be writing in due course, to the parents of students involved, about each of these trips.  

The concert at St Paul’s Church in Covent Garden next Wednesday will be going ahead as planned. 
Should any external organisations cancel events which students are planning to attend, or should 
the school cancel any event, then we will notify you as soon as possible.  

2. The second new piece of advice from the government is as follows. 
 
Stay at home for 7 days if you have either: 

• a high temperature 

• a new, continuous cough 
 

Do not go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital. 

You do not need to contact 111 to tell them you’re staying at home.  

More information is available at https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

We all have a responsibility to ensure that students are clear that self-isolating is a precautionary 
measure designed to delay the spread of the coronavirus. Self-isolating must not be confused with 
having the coronavirus.  

By yesterday, 29,764 tests had been carried out in the UK of which 596 were positive. This means 
that 98 people out of every 100 tested did not have the coronavirus.  

I know that you will want to ensure that your daughters are well-informed. The data shows very 

clearly that symptoms such as a temperature or a cough are usually the result of other illnesses. It is 

important that all of us are considerate towards all members of the Coloma Community, particularly 

those who may be more vulnerable, and do not spread mis-information. Should there be a 

confirmed case of the coronavirus in school, I will of course contact you directly  

 Please make sure that the school has your current contact details: if you did not receive a text to 

alert you to this letter then contact your daughter’s Key Stage Coordinator and let them know your 

mobile phone number. 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


 

 

Year 11 & Year 13 – Public Examination Contingency Plans 

If your daughter is due to take public examinations this summer please be aware that the 

examination regulator, Ofqual, requires contingency planning to be in place every year. It is likely 

that there will be specific advice given to schools in relation to coronavirus nearer the time of the 

examinations. The school will ensure that you are kept fully informed of any such advice.  

The examination boards had already set aside 24 June 2020 as a contingency day in the event they 

have to make an essential change to the exam timetable that cannot be accommodated earlier.  

Postponed examinations could be arranged for any day in the examination period up to and 

including this date. Please make sure that you and your daughter factor this into any plans. 

Best practice 

The school is continuing to follow all best practice advice from the Department of Education. All year 
groups have been informed about best practice for hand washing. The Government advice is that 
there are general key principles anyone can follow to help prevent the spread of respiratory viruses. 

I know that you have probably received this advice from many different sources already: it is 

important, however, that we all continue to remind our young people of best practice. 

In particular, 

• pupils, students, staff and visitors should wash their hands:  
o before leaving home 
o on arrival at school 
o after using the toilet 
o after breaks and sporting activities 
o before food preparation 
o before eating any food, including snacks 
o before leaving school 

• avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands 
• cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in a bin.  

On a very practical level I would ask that you ensure that your daughter has sufficient tissues with 

her each day for her own personal use.  

Thank you for all your support so far. The school will continue to work to ensure the well-being of 

our young people and all in the Coloma community: we will also continue to pray for all those who 

are working tirelessly to care for others, for all who are vulnerable and for all who are distressed.   

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mrs S Collins, 

Headteacher 


