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Series 2 Newsletter 2                             6th September 2020 

 

Coloma Catholic Life.  
 

  
 
Ordination to the Priesthood 

On 25th July 2020 Peter Sebastian, along with three other 
men, was ordained by Archbishop John Wilson at St George’s 
Cathedral, Southwark. Due to the current restrictions they 
were ordained at separate Masses over two weekends and 
only a limited number of guests could attend. The Diocese 
welcomes to the Presbyterate of Southwark: 

Father Giovanni Prandini, ordained 17th July 
       Father John Howard, ordained 18th July 
       Father Peter Sebastian, ordained 25th July 
       Father Dermott O’Gorman, ordained 26th July 

Archbishop John was delighted to be able to ordain these men for the 
Archdiocese, and they were the first priests he had ever ordained.  
 
Fr Peter has been appointed to Croydon West Parish, Our Lady of Reparation (St 
Mary’s) 
 
Canon John McNamara 
The former parish priest of Holy Innocent’ Church in 
Orpington, Canon John McNamara died last week on 31st 
August. He was appointed to Holy Innocents’ by Archbishop 

Michael Bowen in 1984. He also served as Chaplain to 

Coloma College of Education, as well as Director of the 

Christian Education Centre at Tooting Bec. 
 
 

Pope Francis     
Prayer Intention for September:  

Respect for the Planet’s resources. 

‘We pray that the planet’s resources 

will not be plundered but shared in a 

just and respectful manner.’ 

Video: 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pop

e/news/2020-08/pope-francis-video-

prayer-intention-september-respect-

planet.html 

Tweet: “At times it takes greater love 

to rehabilitate a brother or sister. 

Jesus invites us to put them in God’s 

hands: only the Father can show a 

greater love than that of all brothers 

and sisters put together.”  

Liturgical Year 

Week:23rd Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

Colour: Green 
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The Southwark (UK) Catholic School Blessing 
This blessing was produced for the Thanksgiving Mass to mark the end of the last academic year. It is a really beautiful 
collaboration of many primary and secondary schools in the Diocese and can be viewed here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gg55az3YlW4 
 
The blessing is also available using Makaton signs here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=va048-
XxFTI&feature=youtu.be 
 
Also using BSL here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vnEhIz2eHow 
 
The God Who Speaks 
This initiative has been extended until 2021. It provides many resources for spiritual 
development focusing on the use of sacred scripture to deepen understanding of it and helping 
with spiritual development. Lots of information for home and school can be found here: 
https://www.godwhospeaks.uk 
 
Below is a poster provided by ‘The God Who speaks’ focusing on a ‘Journey with Matthew’. 
 
Class Assemblies 
Class assemblies are a fundamental and integral part of the spiritual life of the school. They provide the girls with an 
opportunity to focus on a particular theme, request prayers and just to have a little time out during the day. Resources 
and ideas will be provided during the coming year. A meaningful collective act of worship is a statutory requirement; it 
is not sufficient to simply say the school prayer. Guidance on class assemblies/collective acts of worship will be 
provided for all Heads of Year and Tutors. 
 

New School Year Resolutions 
The beginning of any new year brings with it firm resolves to change. As we all return to school, 
perhaps take time to consider how things can change and be done differently, so that the new year is 
a rich and rewarding experience. 
 
 

Saints of the Week 
Birthday of the Blessed Virgin Mary - 8th September 
The Catholic Church celebrates today the birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary on its traditional fixed date 
of September 8, nine months after the December 8 celebration of her Immaculate Conception as the 
child of Saints Joachim and Anne. 
The circumstances of the Virgin Mary's infancy and early life are not directly recorded in the Bible, 
but other documents and traditions describing the circumstances of her birth are cited by some of 
the earliest Christian writers from the first centuries of the Church. 

These accounts, although not considered authoritative in the same manner as the Bible, outline some of the Church's 
traditional beliefs about the birth of Mary. 

The “Protoevangelium of James,” which was probably put into its final written form in the early second century, 
describes Mary's father Joachim as a wealthy member of one of the Twelve Tribes of Israel. Joachim was deeply grieved, 
along with his wife Anne, by their childlessness. “He called to mind Abraham,” the early Christian writing says, “that in 
the last day God gave him a son, Isaac.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gg55az3YlW4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=va048-XxFTI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=va048-XxFTI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vnEhIz2eHow
https://www.godwhospeaks.uk/
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Joachim and Anne began to devote themselves extensively and rigorously to prayer and fasting, initially wondering 
whether their inability to conceive a child might signify God's displeasure with them. 

As it turned out, however, the couple were to be blessed even more abundantly than Abraham and Sarah, as an angel 
revealed to Anne when he appeared to her and prophesied that all generations would honour their future child: “The 
Lord has heard your prayer, and you shall conceive, and shall bring forth, and your seed shall be spoken of in all the 
world.” 

After Mary's birth, according to the Protoevangelium of James, Anne “made a sanctuary” in the infant girl's room, and 
“allowed nothing common or unclean” on account of the special holiness of the child. The same writing records that 
when she was one year old, her father “made a great feast, and invited the priests, and the scribes, and the elders, and 
all the people of Israel.” 

“And Joachim brought the child to the priests,” the account continues, “and they blessed her, saying: 'O God of our 
fathers, bless this child, and give her an everlasting name to be named in all generations' . . . And he brought her to the 
chief priests, and they blessed her, saying: 'O God most high, look upon this child, and bless her with the utmost 
blessing, which shall be for ever.'” 

The protoevangelium goes on to describe how Mary's parents, along with the temple priests, subsequently decided that 
she would be offered to God as a consecrated Virgin for the rest of her life, and enter a chaste marriage with the 
carpenter Joseph. 

Saint Augustine described the birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary as an event of cosmic and historic significance, and an 
appropriate prelude to the birth of Jesus Christ. “She is the flower of the field from whom bloomed the precious lily of 
the valley,” he said. 

The fourth-century bishop, whose theology profoundly shaped the Western Church's understanding of sin and human 
nature, affirmed that “through her birth, the nature inherited from our first parents is changed." 
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