
Wow, what a wonderful week we have 
just had celebrating the rich and diverse 
community we have at Coloma. 

The theme for the week was Celebrating the 
Unity in our CommUNITY. The Diversity 
Committee (made up of representatives 
from the Student Body) worked so hard 
putting together and delivering an action-
packed and very exciting programme of 
events. 

The school was decorated beautifully 
and vibrantly with bunting up and down 
corridors – every student and member of 
staff was invited to design their own piece 
of bunting around the theme, “What makes 
me, me”. All contributions were then tied 
together to make giant bunting representing 
our community unity. 

In addition, there have been Tutor Time 
competitions, a great ‘diversity bake-off’, 
a celebration of international women in 
literature, a scavenger hunt, ‘break the glass’ 
careers videos, a huge piece of whole-school 
communal art and presentations where 

students taught each other about their 
heritage and identity. 

The highlight for each year group was the 
showcase of events where students celebrated 
talents and taught each other about their 
heritage via music, song, dance, presentation 
and language. 

Throughout the week, students and staff 
showed how proud they are of their heritage 
by wearing national dress. There has been 
an injection of colour and so many positive 
conversations about identity and culture. 

The Diversity celebration week has been truly 
inspiring. It has been a joyous and vibrant 
week. On the back of their excellent efforts 
this week.

The Diversity Committee have secured 
places on an ITN journalism work experience 
placement. The Diversity Committee look 
forward to putting on more events next 
academic year so that we can continue to 
learn from each other and promote tolerance, 
love, kindness and Unity in our Community.

Volume 11, Issue 2   Month 2018  l  Page 01

Coloma News
Upper Shirley Road, Croydon, CR9 5AS    |     020 8654 6228    |     www.coloma.croydon.sch.uk

COLOMA CONVENT GIRLS' SCHOOL

summer 2021

summer 2021  l  Page 01

DATES FOR 
YOUR DIARY
Last Day of Summer Term  
Friday, 16th July

CPD Days for Staff 
Wednesday, 1st September
Thursday, 2nd September

First Day of Autumn Term  
Friday, 3rd September (Years 7 & 12)
Monday, 6th September  
(Remainder of the school)

Half Term Holiday
Monday, 25th to Friday, 29th 
October

Last Day of Autumn Term
Friday, 17th December

Subscribe to Coloma’s  
online calendar at 
www.coloma.croydon.sch.uk/
school-calendar.

DIVERSITY WEEK
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We would like to say huge congratulations to our 
Head Girl of 2021/2022, Nicoli Fernando and our 
Deputy Head Girls, Mufarowashe Nyateka and 
Martha Gallagher. Our Head Student team this year 
will be Faith Ellis, Agata Karczewska, Oluwatoni 
Obagaye, Martha Nestor.

We’d also like to congratulate our House Principal, 
Ruby Thompson and our Heads of Houses. Head of 
Edith is Chi Chi Devis. Head of Margaret is Dumebi 
Onichabor. Head of Barbara is Chisom Chukwuocha. 
Head of Bernadette is Stephanie Njapom-Ngounou. 
Head of Theresa is Adelina Antelo. Head of Winifred 
is Sinead Finnegan-Roberts.

We would like to thank all the girls who applied for 
Head Girl. The high standard of applicants showed 
their commitment and love of the school. We look 
forward to working with the head student team next 
year and offer them all congratulations!

Thank you also to all the girls and staff who voted and 
good luck to the team for the upcoming year.

Coloma has been 
awarded the Silver 
“We ♥ CPD badge” 
from Best Practice 
Network and 
Outstanding Leaders 
Partnership. 

The badge is for 
schools who have 
shown particular 
commitment to staff 
training by placing 

staff on CPD programmes and qualifications.

Find out more at  
https://www.bestpracticenet.co.uk/We-Love-CPD. 

We congratulate all our Jack Petchey Award winners for the past 
academic year.  A Jack Petchey Award is made to students who have 
been a great example to others in their motivation, their work ethic, 
their service to others and to the school.  

These awards are highly prestigious, and each comes with a £250 grant 
to benefit a subject area of the school or a specific area of school life for 
the benefit of our student community. 

We are very grateful to the Jack Petchey Foundation for their continued 
support for our school and its students, and we greatly appreciate that 
the philanthropic work of the Foundation provides our community 
with a fantastic example of the benefits of supporting and motivating 
others.

Once again, many congratulations to our fantastic Jack Petchey Award 
winners!

Aleksandra Subieta - 9Z
Aleksandra is an exceptional artist who always goes above and beyond 
what is asked of her. Her attention to detail is exceptional and her work 
displays a maturity beyond her years. Aleksandra is both a thoughtful 
and helpful student, always aiming to help and support her classmates, 
and she sets a wonderful example to the rest of the group.

Martha Gallagher - 6L2
Martha has resurrected the Model United Nations (MUN) with almost 
no need for assistance from teachers.  She found funding for the Russell 
conference in October and managed the meeting of students with 
no external help, with over 25 students attending her first meeting. 
This has been completely driven by her own desire to be involved 
and to recreate this at Coloma and it is due to her determination 
and persistence that it is coming to fruition. After Martha’s superb 
efforts there is every prospect of the wonderful Model United Nations 
programme surviving and thriving into the future at Coloma.

Rosi Landy Freitas - 6U2
In her Music lessons Rosi is perfect: completing all homework to her 
best standard and always giving her best in lessons, adding valuable 
contributions to class discussion. She goes above and beyond in 
practising her violin outside of lessons despite no ensembles taking 
place this year. Her composition is epic in scale and is far longer than 
the required length. Rosi impressed greatly in December when she 
volunteered to be responsible for the Virtual Advent Service. The video 
that was subsequently produced and distributed was completely her 
responsibility. She did all the editing and showed huge commitment to 
meeting the tight deadlines.

Zaynab Arshad - 6L5
Zaynab supports the Sociology and Law departments by contributing 
to resources. She will offer to add graphics and short video clips to 
support the learning of others, and she put together a list of Quizlets to 
share with students to help them revise trickier aspects of the course. 
She is also co-ordinating a group of students to put together exemplar 
answers for Law revision. She provides more individualised support 

to other students both in terms of 
explaining complex concepts and also 
by providing exemplar answers. The 
department can then share some of 
these with the class. She is a humble 
and a generous-spirited person and 
definitely worthy of a Jack Petchey 
award. 

Aoife O’Shea - 9W
Aoife has been a great asset to the 
Coloma Rugby team. She takes time to 
coach younger students in new skills 
and the laws of the game. She regularly 
offers to lead the warm-up and is very 
passionate about girls’ rugby and 
growing the game, encouraging her 
peers and other students to take part. 
Outside school she is currently working 
hard to try and set up a girls’ rugby team 
at Purley John Fisher RFC. She has on 
certain occasions captained the Coloma 
rugby team and led them to great 
success.

Chinonye Agbonye - 7V
Since arriving at Coloma last 
September Chinonye has been a 
model student. There is no task that 
is too difficult for Chinonye and she 
is constantly willing to help out and 
support wherever she is needed, 
often volunteering to help without 
being asked.  Not only is she kind 
and empathetic to all pupils, she 
is respectful and polite to all staff 
at Coloma. Chinonye has actively 
involved herself in the Coloma 
community since arriving at the school. 
She has participated in form time 
assemblies, produced presentations 
on Mental Health Awareness Week, 
supported the 7V form in her role as 
form captain, attended school council 
meetings and regularly attended 
extracurricular sports and music clubs. 
Her consistently positive outlook 
stands out.  Chinonye has also actively 
participated in the Black Lives Matter 
campaign competition, as well as 
the Royal Mail Stamp Competition, 
thanking the heroes of the Covid 19 
Pandemic. Furthermore, Chinonye was 
involved in the student panel for the 
Assistant Head Teacher interviews, 
where she made an impressive 
contribution for a student of her age.

Eliora Blackson - 10Y
Eliora attended school throughout 
the lockdown period and was always 
incredibly positive. She took herself 
out of her comfort zone to make new 
friends and to be sociable. She also 
showed great commitment in attending 
to a newly-created wildlife garden, 
watering it every day. Eliora has also 
benefited greatly through using arts and 
crafts as a form of mindfulness, which 
has helped her build her confidence. 
She would like the grant to be spent on 
resources which can be accessed by all 
students who may also benefit through 
mindfulness.

Esther Mpagi Mbazira - 8X
Esther was nominated because she is 
so highly thought of within her form 
group, who nominated her for her 
kindness to others.  She is always ready 
to help fellow students, offering them 
support, for example if they are nervous 
before performing in front of others. 

She can be counted upon as a reliable 
friend, and she is always cheerful. 
Esther also has an exemplary work 
ethic, and she inspires everyone in the 
class to be the best they can be. She 
richly deserves the Jack Petchey Award.

Aleksandra Szmigielska - 9Z
Aleksandra is an extremely talented 
artist, and her quiet and industrious 
attitude to her work serves as 
a wonderful role model to her peers. She 
always goes the extra mile in producing 
both her classwork and homework. Her 
attention to detail is excellent. We 
regularly use her work as an exemplar 
for the group (who usually ask to see 
it before staff even suggest it). In spite 
of her incredible ability she is a very 
modest student, who regularly supports 
and helps her peers within the group.

Very many congratulations also go to 
Coloma’s 2020 Jack Petchey Leader 
Award Winner, Mrs Cheong.

HEAD GIRL APPOINTMENT JACK PETCHEY AWARD WINNERS

CPD RECOGNITION FOR COLOMA

From left to right on the back row are:
Aleksandra Subieta, Rosi Landy Freitas, Zaynab Arshad, Martha Gallagher, 

Eliora Blackson, Aoife O’Shea

From left to right on the front row are:
Chinonye Agbonye (holding the Jack Petchey Roll of Honour), Mrs Cheong (Leader 

Award Winner), Esther Mpagi Mbazira
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Year 12 English Literature students, accompanied by 
Mrs Holloway and Mr Hart, attended a Guided Walk 
in London to support their studies for the Women in 
Literature A Level paper.

During the course of the day, students compared Virginia 
Woolf’s “Mrs Dalloway” with Zora Neale Hurston’s 
“Their Eyes Were Watching God”. Unfortunately, covid 
restrictions meant the group wasn’t able to add to their 
experience with a trip to either Harlem or Florida to 
explore the context of the latter!

One student wrote, “The visit was a visual representation 
of the class/power divide in England. The buildings 
towering above us felt intimidating as well as the strides 
of people with newly-bought clothes with heads held 
high as if we were not there. This life in London reflected 
the status of Clarissa Dalloway, being part of a wealthy 
family and class, and emphasising the luxuries she had 
at the time. The trip also allowed us to understand the 
power that civilians’ voices held and how their passion 
and opinions created the heart of London.”

Another summed it up with, “The tour was exceptionally 
informational and enjoyable. There is no doubt it has 
given us a rich array of context to prepare for our exam. 
Going to London was a fantastic experience in and of 
itself and was only made better by the engaging Mrs 
Dalloway tour”.

Students in Year 8 were challenged to 
design and build an environmentally-
friendly motorised project. The winner 
was Gabriella Nwankwo-Johns, now 
in Year 9. What was particularly 
impressive about Gabriella’s work was 
that she managed to complete it during 
the first Lockdown when lessons were 
being conducted remotely.

Congratulations to all girls who 
submitted entries.

On the 26th February this year, 20 Year 12 
Biology students attended the virtual Rare 
Disease Day run by the Royal Holloway 
University. 

This was a special day that aimed to draw 
attention to rare diseases and the millions of 
people who are affected by them, highlighting 
the need for more research and funding to 
help people affected and their families.

The students attended lectures, completed 
a practical at home and even had the 
opportunity to meet current undergraduate 
students and representatives from several 
charities working in this field (e.g. Findacre, 
Haemochromatosis UK, Shine, Sickle Cell 
Society and TreatSMA).

This event was enjoyed by all and was an 
excellent opportunity for the students 
involved, enhancing their knowledge of rare 
diseases and how genomic mutations can 
cause these diseases; understand why gene 
and cell therapies are considered to be such 
promising treatments and consider ethical 
issues. 

This was an outstanding experience for 
students to enhance their practical skills, 
knowledge and experience degree level 
lectures.

In Unit 1 ‘Human lifespan and 
development’ January 2021 exam, 
Year 12 and Year 13 students 
studying for a BTEC National 
Level 3 Diploma and Extended 
Certificate in Health and Social 
Care did extremely well to attain 
the following grades:

Distinction = 63%
Merit = 16%

Students who were absent due to 
Covid had the opportunity to sit teacher assessment tests in which 
they did extremely well to score between Distinction to Merit.

Thank you to everyone who took part 
in this year’s UK Maths Challenges. We 
really appreciate all your hard work. 

Well done to the following girls for 
achieving the following certificates:

Senior Mathematical 
Challenge 2020
Sophie Clarke  Bronze
Gemma de Guingand Bronze
Hafsah Grayson-Cadogan Bronze
Farha Idrees  SilverBiY
Lauren Lewis  Bronze
Jessica Self  Bronze
Sirena Simeone  Bronze
Juliette Withnell  Bronze
Abinaya Yogendram Bronze
Deborah Adetona  Bronze
Zoe Burden  SilverBiY
Emma Clarke  Bronze
Katie Healy  Bronze
Caroline Prem  Bronze

Intermediate Mathematical 
Challenge 2021
Amelia Adeoye  Bronze
Maddy Brien  Bronze
Chloe Fernandes  Bronze
Ayesha Fernando  Bronze
Isabel Ismail  Bronze
Amy Lam  SilverBiY
Nea Manaois  Bronze
Elizabeth O’Connor Bronze
Neve Scott  Bronze
Eve Tambini  Bronze

Alanah Clark  Bronze
Kimberly Ezan  Bronze
Leonie Faulkner  Bronze
Oksana Fernandes SilverBiY
Lucy Finch  Bronze
Hannah Healy  Bronze
Lara Martins  Bronze
Jenna Patel  Bronze
Presencia Rebelo  Bronze
Sarisha Shahid  SilverBiY
Megan Shakespeare Bronze
Olivia Tekiela  Bronze
Susie Tucker  Bronze
Nwanneka Utulu  Bronze

Junior Mathematical  
Challenge 2021
Jasmine Cole   Bronze
Jennie Jude Ramesh Kumar Bronze
Harriet Kelsall  Bronze
Nelly Mavambu  Bronze
Catherine Mensah Bronze
Ellise Mullings  Bronze
Alicja Nowicka  Bronze
Noelia Okonkwo  SilverBiY
Michelle Shibu  Bronze
Sophie Williamson Bronze

Students in Year 7 are 
currently working on 
“Calculator Crunch”. 
Calculator Crunch is an 
annual event that takes place 
over 9 days in the Summer 

Term. Every morning, an exciting challenge is released on the Calculator 
Crunch Twitter and web page, alongside a set of home learning resources.

Calculator Crunch is a fun way to engage students with maths whlist also developing their confidence with calculators. The activities 
provide extra practice in key areas of the maths curriculum and are designed to deepen children’s mathematical thinking skills in a 
fun way.

Parents and carers can get involved too! Simply follow @MEIMaths on Twitter or search for the hashtag #CalculatorCrunch. 

ENGLISH LITERATURE TRIP

YEAR 8 ENGINEERING PROJECT

11TH ANNUAL RARE 
DISEASE DAY 

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE SUCCESSES UK MATHS CHALLENGES 

CALCULATOR CRUNCH

DEPARTMENT NEWS

We are very proud of our Sixth Form students who raised over £250 
on our Wear Blue for Alpha-1 Awareness day. 

Kerrianne Mannion lead the campaign and has been educating us 
about this little-known disease and charity. 

Find out more at www.alpha1.uk

WEAR BLUE FOR ALPHA-1
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In Sociology, students have been 
given the opportunity to research and 
develop a presentation on a topic of  
interest to them. They have to ensure 
they use sociological theories to analyse 
their chosen topic. This develops not 
only their sociological knowledge but 
also their communication and research 
skills. 

This year we have enjoyed a more 
diverse programme of presentations 
than is usual from the Year 12 pupils on 
topics such as:

nn  Sociolinguistics
nn  The media’s effect on audiences
nn  A sociological analysis of psycho pass
nn  Feminism
nn  The toxic legacy of colourism on 

feminism
nn  Concentration camps in China
nn  Representation of women in Game of 

Thrones
nn  Toxic masculinity

Pupils have also engaged in wider 
reading using our mini-library in 
Sociology as the main library is 
currently closed. The books were 
purchased following a Jack Petchey 
award for a student in Year 13 Sociology 
last year. 

The successful award winner drew up a 
list of books that she felt would develop 
understanding of issues related to race 
and included titles such as:

‘So you want to talk about race’ Ijeoma 
Oluo
‘Me and White Supremacy’ Layla Saad
‘Algorithms of Oppression’ Safiya 
Umoja Noble
‘The Things I Would Tell You’ Sabrina 
Mahfouz

We are adding to this ‘mini-library’ 
additional books on Gender and Class 
following requests from Year 12 pupils. 
Alongside our extensive reading 
and watching lists in Sociology, this 
inspires students to engage with the 
subject on a very broad level and to 
become more informed about issues in 
our world.

As we approach the end of this academic year, one which has been exceptionally 
challenging, it is good to reflect on how everyone has risen to the challenge in 
Religious Studies.

Learning continued at a pace, with girls committed to their studies in class and in 
lockdown through Zoom or Google Classroom. Staff and pupils developed new 
skills, debated, argued, discussed; they wrote phenomenal essays, learned how 
to use Google Classroom effectively and tried to work to the best of their ability, 
regardless of personal circumstances or technological challenges.

Four of our Year 7 and 8 pupils entered the National Theology, Philosophy 
and Religion competition run by the Independent Schools Religious Studies 
Association (ISRSA). Entrants could submit an essay in one of the three categories 
above. 

Our pupils chose to address these questions: Year 7 Theology: ‘The story of Jesus’ 
transfiguration (Mark 9:2-13) was just a dream.’ Do you agree? Show that you have 
considered both sides of the argument; Year 8 Philosophy: ‘Is that which is right 
because God commands it? Or does God command that which is right?’ Discuss. 
Finally, in the Religion Category: ‘Meditation is less effective than prayer.’ Discuss.
We look forward, in anticipation, to the result.

On 11th May, we held our slightly 
delayed spring ABRSM examinations. 
Our girls, as ever, did terrifically 
well, especially given the disruption 
to face-to-face lessons in the months 
prior. We send out congratulations to 
the girls below who all passed their 
exams, with special mention to Lucy 
Vine and Keziah Barton who are both 
now Grade 8 musicians!

Keziah Barton   6U3 Singing  8 Merit
Brid Brennan   9V Piano  4 Pass
Alexandra Dulny  7Y Bassoon  1 Merit
Madalena Fernandez  7W Trumpet  2 Merit
Ella Fraser   10U Oboe  5 Pass
Lauren Jumba   10X Piano  2 Pass
Simone Manuel   10V Piano  6 Merit
Chriselle Mendiola  7X Piano  1 Distinction
Imani Musinguzi  8X Piano  3 Pass
Genevieve Namazzi  6U3 Piano  6 Pass
Sienna Pereira   8V Singing  1 Pass
Louise Roberts   10Y Violin  5 Pass
Ricci Rogan   10Y Piano  4 Pass
Olivia Saunders  10Z Singing  1 Pass
Edeline Shibu   8X Piano  2 Merit
Lois Simpe-Asante  7W Violin  1 Merit
Princess Tupaz   7V Piano  1 Distinction
Evangelin Vibish Antonainus 8Z Piano  1 Merit
Lucy Vine   6L1 Singing  8 Distinction
Bairavi Yasothar  7W Violin  1 Merit
Aarabi Yasothar  9Z Violin  4 Pass
Louise Roberts   10Y Theory  5 Merit
Olivia Rochester-Hines  8W Theory  5 Pass

Our summer set of ABRSM exams took place on 8th and 9th July, in which 34 girls took 
exams. We are expecting the results in soon and have our fingers crossed for them.

Year 11 Coloma student, Lucy Finch, 
made it to the finals of the New York 
Times Editorial competition. 11,202 
entries were submitted, and Lucy’s 
was one of just 193 that made it into 
the final round. That puts Lucy’s 

submission, on the subject “Why positivity could be your biggest enemy”, in the top 
1.7% of all editorials! In addition, Lucy was the only person from the UK who made it 
to the final round. 

Huge congratulations to Lucy for making it to the final selection. 

An extract from Lucy’s piece is below…
“The truth is, life is not like this. It is customary in our nature to feel sad sometimes, and instead of 
invalidating these natural emotional responses and pretending they don’t exist, we should instead 
work through the issues we are facing in a healthy way. With data indicating that anxiety and 
depression, among other mental health problems, have surged to historic levels in recent months 
(particularly due to the isolation caused by the pandemic, with over 792 million people now being 
affected by mental health issues worldwide), toxic positivity only aggravates the rising tide of 
negative emotions by undervaluing people’s suffering. Essentially, by telling someone ‘it will be fine’ 
you are shutting out their problem and causing them to feel worthless.

So next time you feel compelled to slip into “cheer-leader mode”  remember…

It is okay not to be okay.”

SOCIOLOGY TEA TIME CONCERTSNEWS FROM THE 
RELIGIOUS STUDIES DEPARTMENT

ABRSM EXAMS

NEW YORK TIMES 
EDITORIAL COMPETITION

Huge congratulations to Gabriella 
Brown in Year 7 who won 3rd Place. 
This is an amazing achievement. The 
essay title was “’The story of Jesus’ 

transfiguration (Mark 9:2-13) was just a dream.’ Do you agree?”

The judges commented on the extremely high standard of essays this year! Thank 
you to Miss Anderson who supported the girls with this work. Here is an extract 
from Gabriella’s work:

“I would firmly disagree with the idea that, because Jesus’ Transfiguration could be 
a dream it is in some way less important in the story of His time on earth. Dreams in 
the Bible often don’t come with negative connotations but quite the opposite, as they 
are signs of God personally being involved in the way His plan plays out…”

ESSAY COMPETITION WINNER

On 11th March 2020 Coloma held a 
Chamber Music afternoon. Fast forward 
475 days and we get to 29th June and 
the Year 13 Tea-Time Concert. I have 
not carried out any research but I 
feel confident in saying that this is 
the longest gap between concerts in 
Coloma’s 151-year history! 

Starting with that Year 13 concert, we 
aimed to hold 7 concerts in 12 school 
days, one for each year group. The 
concerts for Years 7, 9, 10, 11 and 13 went 
ahead very successfully. Unfortunately, 
those for Years 8 and 12 had to be 
postponed and will now be rescheduled 
for early September. We see concerts 
as key to successful music-making as 
music is fundamentally expressive in its 
essence and must be shared. With this 
in mind, we look forward to a bumper 
year of music next year to make up for 
lost time.

Even with the doom and gloom of the 
last 475 days, the enthusiasm of our 
girls has never waned. While we were 
disappointed not to be in a position to 
invite parents, an audience of friends 
and members of staff were treated to 7 
thoroughly enjoyable concerts. 

All of the girls taking part performed 
to their best and clearly enjoyed 
sharing music again. For some of our 
younger girls, this was their first taste 
of a Coloma concert; for our Year 13s 
and some of Year 11s, it was their last. 
We will miss all those girls who have 
contributed over the years to the music 
department who will be leaving this 
year and look forward to our younger 
students growing as musicians next year.
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Over the past year, in spite of obstacles created by COVID 
19, our understanding of the law as a class
has been able to flourish. 

Everyone has had the opportunity to present either a case 
or an area of law of their choice to the entire class. This 
has allowed the group to demonstrate and practice skills 
of researching, creating, and presenting a project to a 
body of people, all of which are important transferable 
skills to the study of law. 

A diverse selection of topics and cases have been 
explained such as the Supreme Court of Justice, the 
Stephen Lawrence case and even issues around Taylor 
Swift’s master rights over her music. This has provided 
the class with a breadth of knowledge that goes beyond 
the specification, allowing our legal understanding to 
blossom and enabling us to think critically of the law 
to form our own opinions of whether justice is being 
achieved.

In addition to our class collective contribution to 
understanding the law in practice, we were also fortunate 
enough to have a visit from a fantastic barrister, Mrs 
Adkin, who is a member of the Queen’s Council. Mrs 
Adkin often takes the lead on cases, particularly highly 
complex cases which demand greater experience and 
expertise. Her stories and insights were inspiring. 

Mrs Adkin also answered the many questions we had 
surrounding access to the legal profession and how 
it worked, as well as her opinion and suggestions on 
problems with the law; for instance she is currently 
proposing reforms on the law of duress. 

This was a phenomenal opportunity, and her story and 
wisdom encouraged confidence, resilience, and ambition 
to pursue what we want to do. 

Over the last year, our law class has been able to prosper 
and become more dedicated to the subject, particularly 
one student, Zaynab Arshad, who has consistently shown 
commitment, diligence and enthusiasm in the subject, not 
only excelling in the classwork, but also co-ordinating 
the contributions from a number of pupils of exemplar 
answers that have benefitted the class as a whole. 

It is this demonstration of brilliance that has led to 
Zaynab being nominated for a Jack Petchey Award. This 
has also meant that more money can be spent on law 
books for wider reading, from a list created by Zaynab and 
another law student, Oluwatoni Obagaye, which will help 
our general legal understanding. 

by Shannon McCormack (Year 12)

LAW
Congratulations to 
our very own Imani 
Lansiquot Coloma 
Alumna who has been 
selected to represent 
Team GB at the Tokyo 
Olympics this summer.

Imani will be running in 
the 4 x 100 meters relay 
and although this is her 
first Olympics we are 
sure that this will not be 
her last.

Good luck Imani 
from all your Coloma 
community.

COLOMA HAS AN OLYMPIAN!

OXFORD IN HER SIGHTS
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Year 9 students focussed on the theme of 
“identity” for their Summer project. This 
proved an excellent avenue for the girls to 
express themselves after a tumultuous year. 

In addition to looking at their own identity, the 
girls explored the art of a range of artists from 
Shepard Fairey and Kehinde Wiley, to a young 
contemporary artist called Rheannon Ormond. 

They looked at lots of different aspects of their 
personality from their favourite authors and 
films to flowers that could represent aspects of 
their nature culminating in a final design.Marcelina Dziuba

Alicja Nowicka
Oran Callacher

Eleanor Martins Helena Szymalska

YEAR 9 ART PROJECT – IDENTITY YEAR 8 PROJECT 
ON BIRDS

Much has been achieved during 
this last school year. The directive 
to not celebrate Mass in school 
from Archbishop John Wilson has 
had a really significant impact 
on the spiritual life of the school. 
Undeterred, opportunities have been 
presented to the girls throughout the 
year to keep Christ at the centre. 

Many girls, across all year groups, 
attended reconciliation on the first 
or fourth Tuesday of the month. The 
changed lunch timings, and year 
group ‘bubbles’, made this more of 
a challenge. Nonetheless, we were 
very well supported by Fr Keith 
and Fr Jackson from Our Lady’s 
in Addiscombe, to whom we are 
immensely grateful.

The rhythm of the liturgical year has 
been mirrored by regular supplies 
of resources to tutors, helping girls 
to reflect on the cycle of religious 
seasons and festivals. Every tutor 
group received a booklet of prayers 

specific to each half term, again to 
use as part of their class assembly. 
Virtual attendance at the two Cafod 
National Assemblies gave time 
to consider the themes of ‘Water 
of Life’ and ‘Fratelli Tutti’, this 
latter one focussing specifically 
on Pope Francis’ encyclical on the 
environment.

The weekly Coloma Catholic Life 
Newsletter for staff and families has 
continued to provide information 
on a very wide range of topical 
issues: aspects of Catholic faith and 
beliefs, on the beliefs and practices 
of the major world faiths, with 
information on the lives of the saints 
commemorated each week, as well 
as resources to support prayer and 
worship at home, especially when 
attending Mass in the parish was not 
feasible.

Eight Year 12 students and five 
members of staff have been preparing 
to become Extra Ordinary Ministers 

of the Eucharist, specifically to fulfil 
this ministry in school. This is a very 
exciting development, as it is the first 
time this has been accomplished in 
school. Weather permitting, we hope 
to commission them all by the end of 
term.

Thanks to the support of our local 
priests, we are planning to hold 
Mass for all girls and staff during 
the last week of term. These will take 
place outdoors on the lawns near the 
History rooms, within the permitted 
guidelines. Hopefully, the good Lord 
will look kindly on us and keep it 
sunny!

Finally, as this most challenging of 
years comes to an end and we turn 
the page in the book of life, closing 
yet another, we say a fond farewell 
to Mrs Horsman, who after 37 years 
teaching Religious Studies is retiring 
from teaching. As she closes this 
chapter in her life and opens another, 
we wish her every blessing.

CHAPLAINCY

SIXTH FORM AND ALUMNAE NEWS

Congratulations to Lexy Abbey-Williams (Year 12, 
pictured here with Jack Petchey Award winner, Martha 
Gallagher) who has been accepted on the UNIQ Oxford 
Course which helps students with their application to 
Oxford University whilst supporting their academic 
development. It is difficult to get on this course so Lexy 
has done extremely well to be accepted. 

This is just the beginning of an exciting journey for her. 
Everyone at Coloma wishes her well.



For the final day, 
we headed to Liquid 
Leisure in Windsor 
where we took 
part in activities 
including the Aqua 
Park, Ninja Warrior 
and Banana boats. 
Both the officers and 
the cadets had loads 
of fun and it was a 
great way to finish 
off the camp.

Overall, it was a 
really enjoyable 
camp and many 
memories were made. For those of us in Year 13, it was our last camp of an 
enjoyable five years in cadets. Well done to everyone who attended and especially 
those who received awards and promotions.

Written by RSM De Guingand (Year 13)

On Thursday, 24th June, our year 8 
athletics team competed in the Croydon 
Schools Athletics Competition at 
Croydon Athletics Academy. Our team 
included: Penelope, Zion, Olivia RH, 
Natasha, Naima, Holly, Saoìrse, Noelia, 
Ify, Nevaeh, Gracelyn, Bethany, Lohima 
and Aimee.

It was a lovely day for athletics and 
overall we came 2nd which was a 
great achievement and we were very 
delighted knowing we all did our very 
best. Throughout the day we showed 
great teamwork and made sure we 
cheered everyone on. We also got to 
celebrate lots of wins! All the events 
were superb to watch and many 
achieved new PB’s! Everyone also 
did extremely well in their individual 
events! We wouldn’t have been able to 
do it without Miss Leggatt and our two 
year 11 helpers so thank you! 

Here are the results:

n 100m A: Nevaeh 6th. In 14.50 seconds
n 100m B: Noelia 3rd. In 15.00 seconds
n 200m A: Lohima 2nd. In 28.90 

seconds
n 200m B: Natasha 2nd . In 32.20 

seconds
n 300m A: Zion 3rd. In 50.10 seconds
n 300m B: Penelope 1st. In 53.40 

seconds
n 800m: Holly 2nd. In 2 min 35 seconds
n 1500m: Aimee 4th. In 6 min 24 

seconds
n 100m Hurdles: Saoirse 2nd. In 15.00 

seconds
n 100m Hurdles: Ify 5th. In 15.90 

seconds
n 100m Relay: Noelia, Nevaeh, Natasha 

and Holly 5th. In 59.4 seconds
n Shot Put: Naima 3rd. Threw 7.33m
n Discus: Bethany 2nd. Threw 17.25m
n Javelin: Penelope 2nd. Threw 17.80m
n Long Jump A: Olivia 4th. Jumped 

3.55m
n Long Jump B: Saoirse 4th. Jumped 

2.98m
n High Jump: Lohima 1st. Jumped 1.4m

by Holly Smith  
and Saoirse McKenna
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NEWS FROM THE SPORTS DEPARTMENT SIXTH FORM AND ALUMNAE NEWS
CROYDON SCHOOLS ATHLETICS – YEAR 8

On Tuesday, 22nd June, Year 7 athletics 
team competed in the Croydon Schools 
Athletics Competition.  The following 
students made up the team:  Charlotte, 
Emily, Phoebe, Caroline, Daisy, Lois, 
Olivia D’A, Maeve, Osariemen, Sophia 
and Chinonye.

Sadly, on Tuesday morning it was 
raining and cold but this didn’t dampen 
our spirits.  In fact when we got there 
it was exciting as we had to set up the 
gazebo and the camping chairs.  We were 
stationed by the finish line which was 
exciting as we could see everything going 
on and were able to cheer our team on.  
Everyone gave lots of support and we 
worked really well as a team. 

Here are the results: 
n 100m A: Osariemen 4th. In 14.66 

seconds 
n 100m B: Charlotte T 2nd.  In 15.38 

seconds
n 200m A: Daisy 9th. In 33.90 seconds
n 200m B: Chinonye 5th. In 37.9 seconds
n 800m: Emily 2nd. In 3 min 7 seconds
n 800m B: Caroline 2nd in 3 min 8 

seconds
n 1500m: Olivia 3rd. In 5 min 43 seconds
n 100m Hurdles: Phoebe 7th. In 17.82 

seconds
n 100m Relay: Osariemen, Daisy, Olivia 

and Lois finished in 70.1 seconds
n Shot Put: Chinonye 6th. Threw 5.21m
n Discus: Lois 3rd. Threw 15.5m
n Javelin: Charlotte T 4th. Threw 12.36m
n Long Jump A: Maeve 4th. Jumped 3.12m
n Long Jump B: Emily 4th. Jumped 3.07m
n High Jump A: Sophia 5th. Jumped 1.08m
n High Jump B: Phoebe 3rd. Jumped 

1.05m

by Emily and Charlotte

CROYDON SCHOOLS 
ATHLETICS – YEAR 7

I have greatly 
enjoyed 
my time at 
Coloma Sixth 
Form and I 
will cherish 
the memories 
made there 
for life. My 
A-Level 
journey 

consisted of Chemistry, English Literature, 
French and Polish which helped me gain a wide 
array of skills. 

I would say that for each subject a different 
approach is required: sciences; knowing your 
definitions and past paper practice, essay 
subjects; timed practice as well as finding your 
own voice alongside quotes and critics and 
finally languages; immersing yourself in the 
language through different media like music, 
movies and literature. 

However, in order to really thrive at school 
there needs to be a balance between work, 
developing your own passions and worthwhile 
friendships. My most memorable experiences 
have been the sports trips abroad, the choir 
opportunities, friendship building day, playing 
rounders in lower school, the university 
process, the day of the IRP and making 
memories with the teachers too.

My hopes for next year are to study Law with 
French Law at Brasenose College, Oxford, where 
I can meet new people and try new experiences 
at societies there.

A Joyful Day on 16th June as we celebrated the end of Year 13 with our Class of 2021. 
Ice cream, rounders, speeches, 
cakes, cards, and lots of love 
and laughter. Remember that 
‘Once a Coloma Girl - Always a 
Coloma Girl’.

Leavers and other alumnae 
are encouraged to sign up to 
the Coloma Community at 
www.community.coloma.
croydon.sch.uk.

From the 1st to the 6th July, the army 
section of the CCF enjoyed summer 
camp, beginning with a skills refresher 
day at Frylands Wood. Lessons ranged 
from signals to section battle drills.

The next day, we headed to the live 
firing range at Longmoor where we 
fired from lots of different positions 
at the 25m point. It was a great 
opportunity for some cadets to fire for 

the first time and for the others to improve their skills. Well done to all who 
gained their marksmanship badge.

On Saturday morning, we headed to Hankley Common for a fieldcraft exercise 
that lasted through to Monday. We took part in numerous activities involving 
blank firing. Highlights include the ambush on Sunday night followed by 
the Platoon attack on Monday morning. It was a chance to improve on our 
leadership skills by taking on different command positions. Everyone worked 
well together and remained enthusiastic despite the rain!

FAREWELL TO OUR LEAVERS

STUDENT PROFILE – 
DAGMARA NOGAL

CCF SUMMER CAMP

Rebecca Sawyer, who left Coloma in 2018, has 
just achieved a First Class Honours in her BSc 
Geography undergraduate degree from Sussex 
University. She now plans to undertake a Masters 
Degree in Climate Change and Policy, starting in 
September 2021.

Whilst in the Sixth Form, Rebecca studied A 
Levels in Art, Geography and Biology, an AS in 
Psychology in addition to the Extended Project 
Qualification.

Rebecca says, “A massive thank you to all the Coloma school staff who taught 
and supported me over the years.”

IT’S A 1ST FOR REBECCA 
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NEWS FROM THE SPORTS DEPARTMENT

After months of not being able to carry out any 
fixtures or clubs, this term we have definitely 
hit the ground running. 

Throughout June we have had 15 fixtures 
across a number of sports: tennis, rounders, 
athletics, netball and football; across year 
groups 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12. In addition to fixtures, 
we have been running year group clubs 
allowing students to perform in our summer 
sports. 

We have been amazed with the numbers of 
students turning up and we can’t wait to start 
it again in September.

Jack Petchey Winners
In PE we have been fortunate enough to have 
two Jack Petchey winners this academic year.  
Gracelyn Kendeck won for her commitment to 
athletics and school sport and she decided to 
spend her money on new athletics vests. We 
are so proud of Gracelyn and all that she has 
achieved. Whilst she is only in Year 8, she is 
Surrey 60m Champion, SEAA 60m Champion 
and has ranked performances in 100m and 
200m.

Our second Jack Petchey winner is Aoife 
O’Shea and she has kindly nominated her 
money to go on rugby shorts for the team kit 
and tackle bags. 

Sports Days
We thoroughly enjoyed the year group sports 
days this year. The javelin and long jump 
records (1977) have still not been broken but 
Sophia Koeppem in Year 7 broke the high jump 
record! Well done Sophia.

Surrey Schools 
A number of girls attended the Surrey Schools 
Track and Field Competition on Saturday, 
June 12th. Holly Smith in Year 8 came 9th in 
the 1500m race with a great time of 5 minutes 
26 seconds. Gracelyn Kendeck in Year 8 won 
the 200m with a time of 25.89 seconds. In Year 
10 Kasia Titterton came 8th in her 800m race 
with a time of 2 minutes 44 seconds.  

Thank you
The PE department would like to thank Mr 
Varatharajan for all his help coaching the Year 
10 cricket club on a Wednesday afternoon. 
We are hoping to get some fixtures booked in 
during September.

AND THEY’RE OFF…


