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Why take Geography? 
Geography helps you to make sense of the world around you. It is hands on, it is relevant and it is fun. Geography will help you 
get to grips with some of the big questions which affect our world and understand the social, economic and physical forces and 
processes which shape and change our world. 
There are so many ways of learning in Geography. It is very practical with opportunities to learn new skills such as modern 
computer based mapping (called GIS), map skills, interpreting images, fieldwork skills, presenting, role playing and debating 
techniques.  
You will improve your literacy through report writing and extended writing, a new requirement of the GCSE specification, so 
there is no escape from essays if you are seeing Geography as the easy option compared to History. You will also make practical 
use of your numeracy skills when you interpret and construct graphs using varying types of data. 
Fieldwork, or working outside the classroom is a really important part of geography. Whether you go locally or get a chance to 
travel further away it will be an excellent opportunity to experience some of the things you have learnt about in class, see things 
differently and of course have some fun. This is also a skill that universities love to see on your UCAS applications and 
something which you can put in the skills section of your CV. 
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Overview of the course:  
 
AQA Specification Code: 7037 
 
 
 
 
 

Geography 
 
Specification  AQA Geography 
Examination   80% 
Fieldwork                     20% 
 
 
Paper 1: Physical Geography and people and the environment 

• This will be a written exam: 2 hrs 30 minutes 
• 96 marks 
• 40% of final A-level 

Topics include: Water and Carbon cycles (36 marks), Coastal Systems and Landscapes (36 marks) and Hazards (48 
marks) 

 

Paper 2: Human Geography  

• Written exam: 2 hrs 30 minutes 
• 96 marks 
• 40% of final A-level 

Topics include: Global systems and Governance (36 marks) , Population and the Environment (48 marks) and 
Changing Places (36 marks) 

 

Non Exam Assessment (N.E.A.) : Geographical Investigation 

• Individual fieldwork investigation 
• 3000-4000 words 
• 35 marks 
• 20% of A-level 
• Marked by teachers 
• Moderated by AQA 
• This will begin at the end of year 12 and carry on into year 13. 

 
  

Link to Specification: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/as-and-
a-level/geography-7037 
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/as-and-a-level/geography-7037
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/as-and-a-level/geography-7037
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiGzNbIorbKAhWBkBQKHbTbALIQjRwIBw&url=https://forum.minetest.net/viewtopic.php?t=9373&bvm=bv.112064104,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNGv0cmdfOlyCwl62IfJN3_7KKtTtg&ust=1453306451409963
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi80aCJobbKAhVFThQKHcpdDKsQjRwIBw&url=http://www.dayjob.com/content/geography-degree-courses-747.htm&bvm=bv.112064104,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNEwAAa_0SYOli37mJaG051rsuSTxg&ust=1453305980278068
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Year  Winter Term Spring Term Summer Term  

12 Changing Places Coastal systems and 
landscapes 

Population and the Environment 
 

13 Hazards  Global systems and global 
governance  
 

Water and Carbon Cycles  

 
Specification at a glance 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment Objectives  
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You will be studying the new AQA specification with some new and familiar topics to study over the course of the year.  
 
The first major difference between GCSE and A level is that there is a greater depth of content. We cannot possibly get through 
every single aspect in lesson so there will be a reasonable level of private study expected of you. What grade you get will be 
heavily dependent on how much extra study you do. There will be extra reading mentioned almost every lesson and including 
YouTube videos, journal articles and quizzes. This will not be compulsory (homework still will be!) but your understanding of 
the topics will benefit massively by doing them.  
 
You also need to ensure you keep your folder tidy. Buy some dividers for the topic to keep different sections of the topic 
separate and easy to locate. If you plan to carry on into A level this will be even more important as you will be examined 
AGAIN on the AS topics.  

 
 
Subject Content 
 
Physical Geography: Water and Carbon Cycles 
This section of our specification focuses on the major stores of water and carbon at or near the Earth’s surface and the dynamic 
cyclical relationships associated with them. These are major elements in the natural environment and understanding them is 
fundamental to many aspects of physical geography. This section specifies a systems approach to the study of water and carbon 
cycles. The content invites students to contemplate the magnitude and significance of the cycles at a variety of scales, their 
relevance to wider geography and their central importance for human populations. The section offers the opportunity to 
exercise and develop geographical skills, including observation, measurement and geospatial mapping skills, together with data 
manipulation and statistical skills, including those associated with and arising from fieldwork.  
 
Water and carbon cycles as natural systems - Systems in physical geography: systems concepts and their application to the 
water and carbon cycles inputs – outputs, energy, stores/components, flows/transfers, positive/negative feedback, dynamic 
equilibrium.  
 
The water cycle - Global distribution and size of major stores of water – lithosphere, hydrosphere, cryosphere and 
atmosphere. Processes driving change in the magnitude of these stores over time and in space, including flows and transfers: 
evaporation, condensation, cloud formation, causes of precipitation and cryospheric processes, at hill slope, drainage basin and 
global scales with reference to varying timescales involved. Drainage basins as open systems – inputs and outputs, to include 
precipitation, evapotranspiration and runoff; stores and flows, to include: interception, surface, soil water, groundwater and 
channel storage; stemflow, infiltration overland flow and channel flow. Concept of water balance. Runoff variation and the flood 
hydrograph. Changes in the water cycle over time to include natural variation including storm events, seasonal changes and 
human impact including farming practices, land use change and water abstraction. 
 
The carbon cycle - Global distribution, and size of major stores of carbon – lithosphere, hydrosphere, cryosphere biosphere, 
atmosphere. Factors driving change in the magnitude of these stores, over time and in space, including flows and transfers at 
plant, sere and continental scales. Photosynthesis, respiration, decomposition, combustion, carbon sequestration in oceans and 
sediments, weathering. Changes in the carbon cycle over time, to include natural variation (including wild fires, volcanic activity) 
and human impact (including hydrocarbon fuel extraction and burning, farming practices, deforestation, land use changes).  The 
carbon budget and the impact of the carbon cycle upon land, ocean and atmosphere, including global climate.  
 
Water, carbon, climate and life on Earth - The key role of the carbon and water stores and cycles in supporting life on 
Earth with particular reference to climate. The relationship between the water cycle and carbon cycle in the atmosphere. The 
role of feedbacks within and between cycles and their link to climate change and implications for life of Earth. Human 
interventions in the carbon cycle designed to influence carbon transfers and mitigate the impacts of climate change.  
 
Quantitative and qualitative skills - Students must engage with a range of quantitative and relevant qualitative skills, within 
the theme water and carbon cycles. Students must specifically understand simple mass balance, unit conversions and the analysis 
and  
presentation of field data.  
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Case studies - Case study of a tropical rainforest setting to illustrate and analyse key themes in water and carbon cycles and 
their relationship to environmental change and human activity. Case study of a river catchment(s) at a local scale to illustrate and 
analyse the key themes above, engage with field data and consider the impact of precipitation upon drainage basin stores and 
transfers and implications for sustainable water supply and/or flooding. 
 
Human Geography: Changing Places 
This section of our specification focuses on people's engagement with places, their experience of them and the qualities they 
ascribe to them, all of which are of fundamental importance in their lives. Students acknowledge this importance and engage with 
how places are known and experienced, how their character is appreciated, the factors and processes which impact upon places 
and how they change and develop over time. Through developing this knowledge, students will gain understanding of the way in 
which their own lives and those of others are affected by continuity and change in the nature of places which are of fundamental 
importance in their lives. Study of the content must be embedded in two contrasting places, one to be local. The local place may 
be a locality, neighbourhood or small community either urban or rural. A contrasting place is likely to be distant – it could be in 
the same country or a different country but it must show significant contrast in terms of economic development and/or 
population density and/or cultural background and/or systems of political and economic organisation. The place studies 
complement the requirement to embed the study of content in two contrasting places. Study of this section offers particular 
opportunities to exercise and develop qualitative (and quantitative) investigative techniques and practice-related observation, 
measurement and various mapping skills, together with data manipulation and statistical skills including those associated with and 
arising from fieldwork.  
The nature and importance of places - The concept of place and the importance of place in human life and experience. 
Insider and outsider perspectives on place. Categories of place:  

 near places and far places 
 experienced places and media places.  

Factors contributing to the character of places:  
 Endogenous: location, topography, physical geography, land use, built environment and infrastructure, demographic and 

economic characteristics.  
 Exogenous: relationships with other places.  

Changing places – relationships, connections, meaning and representation - In relation to the local place within which 
students live or study and then at least one further contrasting place and encompassing local, regional, national, international and 
global scales:  

 the ways in which the following factors: relationships and connections, meaning and representation, affect continuity 
and change in the nature of places and our understanding of place and  

 the ways in which students’ own lives and those of others are affected by continuity and change in the nature of places 
and our understanding of place.  

Relationships and connections - The impact of relationships and connections on people and place with a particular focus on: 
either changing demographic and cultural characteristics or economic change and social inequalities.  

 How the demographic, socio-economic and cultural characteristics of places are shaped by shifting flows of people, 
resources, money and investment, and ideas at all scales from local to global.  

 The characteristics and impacts of external forces operating at different scales from local to global, including either 
government policies or the decisions of multinational corporations or the impacts of international or global institutions.  

 How past and present connections, within and beyond localities, shape places and embed them in the regional, national, 
international and global scales.  

Meaning and representation - The importance of the meanings and representations attached to places by people with a 
particular focus on people's lived experience of place in the past and at present.  

 How humans perceive, engage with and form attachments to places and how they present and represent the world to 
others, including the way in which everyday place meanings are bound up with different identities, perspectives and 
experiences.  

 How external agencies, including government, corporate bodies and community or local groups make attempts to 
influence or create specific place-meanings and thereby shape the actions and behaviours of individuals, groups, 
businesses and institutions.  

 How places may be represented in a variety of different forms such as advertising copy, tourist agency material, local 
art exhibitions in diverse media (eg film, photography, art, story, song etc) that often give contrasting images to that 
presented formally or statistically such as cartography and census data.  

 How both past and present processes of development can be seen to influence the social and economic characteristics 
of places and so be implicit in present meanings.  
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Quantitative and qualitative skills - Students must engage with quantitative and qualitative approaches across the theme as a 
whole. Quantitative data, including the use of geospatial data, must be used to investigate and present place characteristics, 
particular weight must be given to qualitative approaches involved in representing place, and to analysing critically the impacts of 
different media on place meanings and perceptions. The use of different types of data should allow the development of critical 
perspectives on the data categories and approaches.  
 
Place studies - Local place study exploring the developing character of a place local to the home or study centre. Contrasting 
place study exploring the developing character of a contrasting and distant place. Place studies must apply the knowledge 
acquired through engagement with prescribed specification content and thereby further enhance understanding of the way 
students' own lives and those of others are affected by continuity and change in the nature of places.  
Sources must include qualitative and quantitative data to represent places in the past and present. Both place studies must focus 
equally on:  

 people's lived experience of place in the past and present and either  
 changing demographic and cultural characteristics or  
 economic change and social inequalities.  

Suitable data sources could include:  
 statistics, such as census data  
 maps  
 geo-located data  
 geospatial data, including geographic information systems (GIS) applications  
 photographs  
 text, from varied media  
 audio-visual media  
 artistic representations  
 oral sources, such as interviews, reminiscences, songs, etc. 

 
People and the Environment: Hazards 
This optional section of the specification focuses on the lithosphere and the atmosphere, which intermittently but regularly 
present natural hazards to human populations, often in dramatic and sometimes catastrophic fashion. By exploring the origin and 
nature of these hazards and the various ways in which people respond to them, students are able to engage with many 
dimensions of the relationships between people and the environments they occupy. Study of this section offers the opportunity 
to exercise and develop observation skills, measurement and geospatial mapping skills, together with data manipulation and 
statistical skills, including those associated with and arising from fieldwork.  
 
The concept of hazard in a geographical context - Nature, forms and potential impacts of natural hazards (geophysical, 
atmospheric and hydrological). Hazard perception and its economic and cultural determinants. Characteristic human responses 
– fatalism, prediction, adjustment/adaptation, mitigation, management, risk sharing – and their relationship to hazard incidence, 
intensity, magnitude, distribution and level of development. The Park model of human response to hazards. The Hazard 
Management Cycle.  
Plate tectonics - Earth structure and internal energy sources. Plate tectonic theory of crustal evolution: tectonic plates; plate 
movement; gravitational sliding; ridge push, slab pull; convection currents and sea-floor spreading. Destructive, constructive and 
conservative plate margins. Characteristic processes: seismicity and vulcanicity. Associated landforms: young fold mountains, rift 
valleys, ocean ridges, deep sea trenches and island arcs, volcanoes. Magma plumes and their relationship to plate movement.  
 
Volcanic hazards - The nature of vulcanicity and its relation to plate tectonics: forms of volcanic hazard: nuées ardentes, lava 
flows, mudflows, pyroclastic and ash fallout, gases/acid rain, tephra. Spatial distribution, randomness, magnitude, frequency, 
regularity and predictability of hazard events. Impacts: primary/secondary, environmental, social, economic, political. Short and 
long-term responses: risk management designed to reduce the impacts of the hazard through preparedness, mitigation, 
prevention and adaptation. Impacts and human responses as evidenced by a recent volcanic event.  
 
Seismic hazards - The nature of seismicity and its relation to plate tectonics: forms of seismic hazard: earthquakes, 
shockwaves, tsunamis, liquefaction, landslides. Spatial distribution, randomness, magnitude, frequency, regularity, predictability of 
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hazard events. Impacts: primary/secondary; environmental, social, economic, political. Short and long-term responses; risk 
management designed to reduce the impacts of the hazard through preparedness, mitigation, prevention and adaptation. Impacts 
and human responses as evidenced by a recent seismic event.  
 
Storm hazards - The nature of tropical storms and their underlying causes. Forms of storm hazard: high winds, storm surges, 
coastal flooding, river flooding and landslides. Spatial distribution, magnitude, frequency, regularity, predictability of hazard 
events. Impacts: primary/secondary, environmental, social, economic, political. Short and long-term responses: risk management 
designed to reduce the impacts of the hazard through preparedness, mitigation, prevention and adaptation. Impacts and human 
responses as evidenced by two recent tropical storms in contrasting areas of the world.  
 
Fires in nature - Nature of wildfires. Conditions favouring intense wild fires: vegetation type, fuel characteristics, climate and 
recent weather and fire behaviour. Causes of fires: natural and human agency. Impacts: primary/ secondary, environmental, 
social, economic, political. Short and long-term responses; risk management designed to reduce the impacts of the hazard 
through preparedness, mitigation, prevention and adaptation. Impact and human responses as evidenced by a recent wild fire 
event.  
 
Case studies - Case study of a multi-hazardous environment beyond the UK to illustrate and analyse the nature of the hazards 
and the social, economic and environmental risks presented, and how human qualities and responses such as resilience, 
adaptation, mitigation and management contribute to its continuing human occupation. Case study at a local scale of a specified 
place in a hazardous setting to illustrate the physical nature of the hazard and analyse how the economic, social and political 
character of its community reflects the presence and impacts of the hazard and the community’s response to the risk. 
 
 
 
Geographical fieldwork and geographical Skills  

All students are required to undertake fieldwork in relation to processes in both physical and human geography. Students must 
undertake four days of fieldwork during their A-level course. We will complete 4 days of fieldwork at the Medina Valley Centre, 
Isle of Wight.  For more information on the field centre - https://www.medinavalleycentre.org.uk/  
 
 
Investigation requirements 
 
You are required to undertake an independent investigation. This must incorporate a significant element of fieldwork. The 
fieldwork undertaken as part of the individual investigation may be based on either human or physical aspects of geography, or a 
combination of both. You may incorporate field data and/or evidence from field investigations collected individually or in groups. 
What is important is that you work on your own on contextualising, analysing and reporting your work to produce an 
independent investigation with an individual title that demonstrates required fieldwork knowledge, skills and 
understanding. 
 
This investigative report will be levelled marked from one to four: 
 

Level  Description  

One  Detailed, effective, thorough, complete, well-developed. 

Two  Clear, secure, explicit, focused, precise, consistent. 

Three  Intermittent, partial, some, implicit, imprecise, inconsistent. 

Four  Basic, limited, tentative, generalised, isolated. 

 
 
  
 
 

https://www.medinavalleycentre.org.uk/
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Geographical Skills Checklist 
 
Competence in geographical skills should be developed during study of the course content, in an integrated way and not as a 
separate theme or topic. While the relative balance of quantitative and qualitative methods and skills will differ between each of 
the core elements and the options, students must be introduced to an appropriate balance of quantitative and qualitative across 
the specification as a whole.  
As applicable to their chosen specification content AS students should:  

 understand the nature and use of different types of geographical information, including qualitative and quantitative data, 
primary and secondary data, images, factual text and discursive/creative material, digital data, numerical and spatial data 
and other forms of data, including crowd-sourced and big data  

 collect, analyse and interpret such information, and demonstrate the ability to understand and apply suitable analytical 
approaches for the different information types  

 undertake informed and critical questioning of data sources, analytical methodologies, data reporting and presentation, 
including the ability to identify sources of error in data and to identify the misuse of data  

 communicate and evaluate findings, draw well-evidenced conclusions informed by wider theory, and construct extended 
written arguments about geographical matters.  

Students at AS are required to demonstrate, as appropriate, the skills and approaches detailed below. The level of accuracy, 
sophistication and detail are all expected to be greater at AS than at GCSE, and similarly between AS and A-level.  
 
Qualitative skills and quantitative skills - Students should develop the following with respect to qualitative data:  

 use and understanding of a mixture of methodological approaches, including interviews  
 interpretation and evaluation of a range of source material including textual and visual sources 
 understanding of the opportunities and limitations of qualitative techniques such as coding and sampling, and 

appreciation of how they actively create particular geographical representations  
 understanding of the ethical and socio-political implications of collecting, studying and representing geographical data 

about human communities.  

Students should develop the following with respect to quantitative data:  
 understanding of what makes data geographical and the geospatial technologies (eg GIS) that are used to collect, analyse 

and present geographical data  
 an ability to collect and to use digital and geo-located data, and understanding of a range of approaches to use and 

analyse such data  
 understanding of the purposes and difference between the following and be able to use them in appropriate contexts:  
 descriptive statistics of central tendency and dispersion  
 descriptive measures of difference and association, inferential statistics and the foundations of relational statistics  
 measurement, measurement errors, and sampling  
 understanding of the ethical and socio-political implications of collecting, studying and representing geographical data 

about human communities.  

Specific skills - The following sections identify specific qualitative and quantitative skills to be developed.  
Core skills  

 Use and annotation of illustrative and visual material: base maps, sketch maps, Ordnance Survey (OS) maps (at 
a variety of scales), diagrams, graphs, field sketches, photographs, geospatial, geo-located and digital imagery.  

 Use of overlays, both physical and electronic.  
 Literacy – use of factual text and discursive/creative material and coding techniques when analysing text.  
 Numeracy – use of number, measure and measurement.  
 Questionnaire and interview techniques.  

Cartographic skills  
 Atlas maps.  
 Weather maps – including synoptic charts (if applicable).  
 Maps with located proportional symbols. 
 Maps showing movement – flow lines, desire lines and trip lines.  
 Maps showing spatial patterns – choropleth, isoline and dot maps.  

Graphical skills  
 Line graphs – simple, comparative, compound and divergent.  
 Bar graphs – simple, comparative, compound and divergent.  
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 Scatter graphs, and the use of best fit line. 
 Pie charts and proportional divided circles.  
 Triangular graphs.  
 Graphs with logarithmic scales.  
 Dispersion diagrams.  

Statistical skills  
 Measures of central tendency – mean, mode, median.  
 Measures of dispersion – range, inter-quartile range and standard deviation.  
 Inferential and relational statistical techniques to include Spearman’s rank correlation and application of 

significance tests.  

ICT skills  
 Use of remotely sensed data (as described above in Core skills).  
 Use of electronic databases.  
 Use of ICT to generate evidence of many of the skills provided above such as producing maps, graphs and 

statistical calculations. 
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The exams and non-exam assessment will measure how students have achieved the following assessment objectives.  
 
 

❏ • AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of places, environments, concepts, processes, interactions and 
change, at a variety of scales (30–40%).  

 
❏ • AO2: Apply knowledge and understanding in different contexts to interpret, analyse and evaluate geographical 

information and issues (30–40%).  
 

❏ • AO3: Use a variety of relevant quantitative, qualitative and fieldwork skills to: • investigate geographical questions and 
issues • interpret, analyse and evaluate data and evidence • construct arguments and draw conclusions (20–30%). 
 
 

Thinking Like a geographer 

Geographers have a particular way of looking at the world. This means you are being invited to think critically evaluate and 
assess links between topics. You will need to weigh up differing and conflicting views to develop your own thoughts.  Be 
prepared to share them with the group. This course will develop and extend your understanding and application of the 
interrelationships between physical and human geography. You will begin to understand how one shapes and influences the 
other.  
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Subject specific vocabulary 

All terms defined below can be used in the exam. You should be familiar with, and gain some understanding of, these terms in 
relation to the topics that you study. Each list includes only the geographical terms stated in the specification. You are however,  
encouraged to use other specialist geographical vocabulary in their answers beyond the terms listed here. 

Subject specific term  Geographical context/meaning  

Appropriate 

Whether actions or solutions are fit for purpose and realistic. 

Benefits 

The advantages/positive impacts of something (social, economic, environmental). 

Causes 

The reasons for the form/character of a phenomenon – for example, why a process occurs or why 
a phenomenon displays its characteristic features. 

Challenges 

Difficult, large-scale problems that require solutions. 

Characteristics 

The key features of a phenomenon. 

Concerns 

Aspects of an issue or problem that are worrying to people. 

Conflicts 

Issues over which two or more groups of people disagree. 

Consequences The results of an action, change or process; they can be positive or negative. 

Costs The disadvantages/negative impacts of an action, change or process (social, economic, 
environmental). 

Contrasting Where two (or more) examples are different from each other in one or more significant ways. This 
is often seen as referring to different levels of economic development but it could refer to other 
differences that are relevant to the question. 

Distribution The geographical locations of specified phenomenon/phenomena, most often shown on a map. It 
may or may not present as a pattern. 
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Economic 

 

Connected with the economy and therefore often to do with employment, industry and welfare, 
and measurable in money terms. 

Effects The results/outcomes of an event, action or process. 

Environmental Connected with the environment – water, air and land, and the organisms which occupy it (including 
humans) and natural resources obtainable from it. 

Factors The underlying causes of a phenomenon or problem or issue and the elements which influence it. 

Impact The results/outcomes of events, actions or processes on people and the environment. They can be 
positive or negative. 

Implications What happens or might happen as a results/consequence of events, actions or processes. 

Interrelationships Links between two or more phenomena, such that changing one leads to changes in the other(s). 

Issues Matters which cause concern to people and about which there may be differing views and may 
therefore be a source of conflict. 

Lifestyle The way in which people live their lives on a regular basis. 

Management The design and implementation of policies and strategies to minimise or reduce impacts or 
problems and enhance outcomes. Management implies a degree of deliberation and planning. 

Opportunities A situation where change might occur and where it could be for the better. 

Patterns Regularities in the occurrence or distribution of phenomena. Geographically, most often shown on a 
map. 
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Political 

Connected with the distribution and exercise of power, the promotion of different viewpoints and 
policies, the resolution of any such differences and the consequent decisions. 

Problems 

Difficulties, risks or issues that worry people and indicate a response is required. 

Process 

A sequence of at least two related events that causes a change to take place. 

Responses 

 

The ways in which people react to an event or possible event – some may be as an individual, some 
may be as groups; some are planned, some are unplanned. 

Scale 

The area or scope of a phenomenon or focus of study – local, regional, national, international, 
global. 

Social 

Connected with people, their quality of life, health, education, prosperity and welfare. 

Strategies 

An overarching view and approach which indicates methods used to manage a problem or issue. 

Sustainable 

 

That which is capable of being maintained into the foreseeable future without prejudice to its own 
continuation or damage to the environment. 

Threats A situation where change might occur and where it could be for the worse. 

Trends The general direction of a change – increasing, decreasing, fluctuating. 

Variation How far a phenomenon differs from the norm or the average. 
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Core Concepts Definitions  

These concepts are at the core of what this course seeks to develop in young geographers. These definitions can be used as 
starting point and/ or an introduction to help you to think more knowledgably and deeper about the geographical content you 
are studying.  
 

Concept  Definition/interpretation  Which 
topic?/Spec 
links  

Resilience  The capacity of a system to experience shocks, while retaining essentially the same 
function, structure, feedbacks and identity.  

Hazards  

Equilibrium  Systems can be considered to be in equilibrium when the input of mass and/or energy 
is balanced by self0 adjustment of the elements and variables of a system.  

Landscape 
systems  

System  Systems thinking is the process of understanding how those things (parts) which may 
be regarded as systems influence one another within a complete entity or a larger 
system.  

Landscape 
systems  

Identity  Is about the ways in which people connect to various places, and the effects of such 
bonds in identity development, place-making, perception, and practice. It’s to do with 
belonging, meaning and attachment at a very personalised level.  

Changing places  

Mitigation The procedures, options and polices to reduce loss of life, infrastructure and property 
damage by lessening the spatial / temporal impacts of disasters.  

Hazards  

Adaptation Seeks to lower the risk posed by the consequences by using different technologies, 
processes, policies etc. to “live with it”. Adaptive capacity is highly variable and often 
linked to economic resources and nature of existing physical restraints.  

Climate Change  
Hazards  

Risk  The probability that exposure to a hazard will led to a negative consequence, or more 
simply, Risk = Hazard x Vulnerability / Context.  

Hazards  

Globalisation  The process by which national and regional economies, societies, and cultures have 
become integrated through the global network of trade, communication, immigration 
and transportation.  

Global systems 
Changing places  

Threshold When a relatively stimulus within a system suddenly induces a rapid change or 
alternation of that system.  Thresholds in systems are generally (critical0 tipping points, 
after which the system shifts radically and potentially irreversibly into a different 
equilibrium state.  

Landscape 
systems 
Atmospheric 
processes  

Sustainability Something that can be sustained over a period of time. The influence 1987 Bruntland 
report defines sustainable development as meeting the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.  

Water and 
carbon cycles  

Interdependence  The recognition that our world is not reality composed of nation-states operating in an 
international system, with a clear-cut distinction between the domestic political life of 
states and the international arena.  Recognising that global governance is struggling to 
keep up to with the pace and extent of economic globalisation, capital and trade flows, 
illegal and legal immigration of people and technological change.  

Global systems  

Inequality  When people, nations, and non-state actors (ranging from TNCs to I international 
agencies) have different levels of authority, competence and outcomes.  Some actors 
are more dominant than others.  

Global systems 
Global 
governance 
Changing places  

Causality  The relationship between cause and effect. Recognising that a variety of processes 
result in change; they must impacts, which in turn have consequences.  

Landscape 
systems 
Hazards 
Global systems  

Feedback This occurs when one element of a system changes because of an outside influence. 
This will upset the dynamic equilibrium, or state if balance, and affect other 
components in the system. Negative feedback is when the system acts by lessening the 
effect of the original change and ultimately reversing it (back to the status quo).  
Positive feedback occurs within a system where a change causes a snowball effect, 
continuing or even accelerating the original change.  

Landscapes 
systems (Coasts, 
Water and 
Carbon Cycles)  

Representation The cultural practices by which human societies interpret and portray the world 
around them and present themselves to others.  

Changing places  

Vulnerability  The risk of exposure to hazards combined with an inability to cope with them.  Hazards  
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Command words  

Command words are the words and phrases used in exams and other assessment tasks that tell you how you should answer the 
question. The command words and their meanings relevant to geography are defined in the table below.  

 

Command word  meaning  

Analyse Break down concepts, information and/or issues to convey an understanding of them by finding 
connections and causes and/or effects. 

Annotate Add to a diagram, image or graphic a number of words that describe and/or explain features, 
rather than just identify them (which is labelling). 

Assess 

 

Consider several options or arguments and weigh them up so as to come to a conclusion about 
their effectiveness or validity. 

Compare Describe the similarities and differences of at least two phenomena. 

Comment on 

 

Make a statement that arises from a factual point made – add a view, or an opinion, or an 
interpretation. In data/stimulus response questions, examine the stimulus material provided and 
then make statements about the material and its content that are relevant, appropriate and 
geographical, but not directly evident. 

Contrast Point out the differences between at least two phenomena. 

Critically Often occurs before ‘Assess’ or ‘Evaluate’ inviting an examination of an issue from the point of 
view of a critic with a particular focus on the strengths and weaknesses of the points of view 
being expressed. 

Define..., What is 
meant by… 

State the precise meaning of an idea or concept. 

Describe Give an account in words of a phenomenon which may be an entity, an event, a feature, a 
pattern, a distribution or a process. For example, if describing a landform say what it looks like, 
give some indication of size or scale, what it is made of, and where it is in relation to something 
else (field relationship). 
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Discuss 

 

Set out both sides of an argument (for and against), and come to a conclusion related to the 
content and emphasis of the discussion. There should be some evidence of balance, though not 
necessarily of equal weighting. 

Distinguish between 

 

Give the meaning of two (or more) phenomena and make it clear how they are different from 
each other. 

Evaluate 

 

Consider several options, ideas or arguments and form a view based on evidence about their 
importance/validity/merit/utility. 

Examine Consider carefully and provide a detailed account of the indicated topic. 

Explain.., Why.., 
Suggest reasons for... 

Set out the causes of a phenomenon and/or the factors which influence its form/nature. This 
usually requires an understanding of processes. 

Interpret Ascribe meaning to geographical information and issues. 

Justify 

 

Give reasons for the validity of a view or idea or why some action should be undertaken. This 
might reasonably involve discussing and discounting alternative views or actions. 

Outline..., 
Summarise... 

Provide a brief account of relevant information. 

To what extent... Form and express a view as to the merit or validity of a view or statement after examining the 
evidence available and/or different sides of an argument. 
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What could this qualification lead to? 
Care about the future of our planet? 
- Environmental Campaign Organiser 
- Civil Servant for DEFRA or other agency 
- Estate Manager 
- Forestry Manager 
- Environmental Consultant 
- Environmental Engineer 
- Landscape Architect 
- Pollution Analyst 
- Cycle Route Planner 
- Conservation Worker 
- Environmental Health Officer 
- Architect or Urban Planner for sustainable projects 
- SSSI Warden 
- Environmental impact officer for oil or quarrying company 
 
Interested in where you live? 
- Planner 
- Housing Manager 
- Surveyor 
- Urban Regeneration Officer 
- Local Government Services worker 
- Estate Agent 
- Town Planner 
- Transport Officer 
- Construction or Property Lawyer 
 
Want to work with people and affect lives? 
- Geography Teacher 
- Social Worker 
- Youth and Community Worker 
- Emergency Services Manager 
- Further Education or University Lecturer 
- Museum Explainer 
- Exhibition designer and curator 
- Health Education Campaigner 
- Advertising Executive 
- Market Research Analyst 
- Public Policy Research 
- Marketing 
- Public Relations Officer for a company 

 
Relevant Links to Websites 
https://www.topuniversities.com/student-info/careers-advice/what-can-you-do-
geography-degree 

  

https://www.topuniversities.com/student-info/careers-advice/what-can-you-do-geography-degree
https://www.topuniversities.com/student-info/careers-advice/what-can-you-do-geography-degree
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Wider Reading 
Articles 

• Geofiles 
• Geofactsheets 
• Curriculum Press 

 
Novels 

• Powerdown: Options and Actions for a Post-Carbon World (2004) by Richard Heinberg. 
• The Grapes of Wrath (1939) by John Steinbeck. 
• The Great Thirst – Californians and Water (1992) by Norris Hundley. 
• Six Degrees: Our Future on a Hotter Planet (2008) by Mark Lynas. 
• The Global casino (4th edition 2008) by Nick Middleton. 
• Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy (1974) and Smiley’s people (1979) by John Le Carre – also watch the 

BBC’s film series of these books, available on DVD. 
• The New Rulers of the World (2003) by John Pilger. 
• The White Tiger by Aravind Adiga (The Man Booker prize winner in 2008). 
• The Debt Boomerang (1991) by Susan George. 
• Fixing Climate (2008) by Wallace Broeker and Robert Kunzig. 
• There is no such thing as a natural disaster ( 2006) by Chester Hartman and Gregory D 
• Squires ( about the New Orleans flood). 
• Richter 10- Taming the Earthquakes (1996) by Arthur Clarke and (late) Mike McQuay. 
• Volcano – Nature’s Inferno (1997) National geographic. 
• Geography: An integrated approach by David Waugh (various editions). Excellent breadth and 

depth of A-Level content. 
• Climate Wars: The Fight For Survival As The World Overheats by Gwynne Dyer. 
• Here on Earth by Tim Flannery. 

 
Films and Documentaries 
• Volcano (1997) 
• Dantes Peak (1997) 
• Earthquake (1974) 
• Flood (2007)- a film about the technology in saving London! 
• A.1. (2001)- Artificial Intelligence 
• Water First- Reaching the Millennium Development Goals (2008) directed by Amy Hart. An inspiring 

story from Malawi 
• Cyclo (1995) A Vietnamese film 
• Tsotse (2005) a highly acclaimed but very violent film of life in black South African townships 
• The Hunt for Red October (1990) 
• When The Wind Blows (1986) a chilling cartoon 
• State of the Planet – a series made in 2001 and presented by David Attenborough 
• The Waterfront (2007) 
• There will be blood (2007) 
• Three Kings (1999)- a film based on an attempt to control Kuwaits’ oil fields 
• Jarhead (2005) also about the Desert Storm conflict 
• An Inconvenient Truth (2006) presented by Al Gore (Global Warming) 
• Human Planet – 8 part BBC documentary series (2011) looking at human species interaction with 

the natural world 
• City of God (2002) – Terrific film which examines life in Brazil’s turbulent and often violent favelas. 
• Blood Diamond (2006) – Political war thriller depicting the ferocious business of trading diamonds 

mined in African war zones. 
• Wall. E (2008) Covers themes of Globalisation and brand power. Also, environmental issues 

depicted through scenes of a post-apocalyptic world devoid of all natural life. 
• Children of Men (2006) – Themes of population and migration. 
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• Simon Reeve (presenter) - Various BBC documentaries covering both physical and human 
geographical themes. 

• Equator (2006) 
• Tropic of Capricorn (2008) 
• Tropic of Cancer (2010) 
• Slumdog Millionaire - provides an insight into the life of children living in the Indian slums the 

problems associated here. Also illustrates how they are trying to improve education to enable 
development. 

• Erin Brockovich - a good film that presents the negative impacts of the natural gas industry and the 
extent to which large companies are prepared to go to, to cover this up. Not only would this be good 
for the AS Energy module but also globalisation with reference to the negative impact of TNCs. 

• The Revenge of Gaia by James Lovelock - applies the Gaia hypothesis to global climate change - 
again an intriguing read which presents some interesting ideas and solutions to problems we are 
likely to face with population expansion and coming global climate change. 

• BBC Frozen Planet  
• BBC Earth from Space 
• BBC Ross Kemp Extreme World 
• BBC War on Plastic 
• Stacey Dooley Investigates 

 
Websites 

• http://www.s-cool.co.uk/a-level/geography  
• http://www.georesources.co.uk/indexalevel.htm  
• http://www.geography.org.uk/resources  
• http://www.nationalgeographic.com/  
• http://www.edexcel.com/subjects/Geography/Pages/Useful-websites.aspx 
• https://www.bbc.com/news 
• https://www.theguardian.com/uk 
• https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/  
• https://worldmapper.org/  
• https://www.weforum.org/  

 
 
 
 
Independent reading 
There will be aspects of the course that you will want to investigate or be encouraged to explore further, as 
lesson may not have enough time.  The set textbooks that will be used and referred to throughout the 
course are: 
 
Bowen, A., Day, A.,Parkinson, A., Ellis, V., Hunt, P., Kitchen, R., Kyndt., Nagel,G., Walshe, N. & Young, H. 
2016. Geography Student book. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge  
 
Skinner, D., Abbiss, P., Fy, H. & Whittaker, I. 2016 Geography for A –level and AS. Hodder Education, 
London  
 
Books 
 
Fisher, A. 2001. Critical Thinking an Introduction. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge  
 
Massey, D. 1994. Space, place and gender. Blackwell Publishers Ltd, Cambridge 
 

http://www.s-cool.co.uk/a-level/geography
http://www.georesources.co.uk/indexalevel.htm
http://www.geography.org.uk/resources
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/
http://www.edexcel.com/subjects/Geography/Pages/Useful-websites.aspx
https://www.bbc.com/news
https://www.theguardian.com/uk
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
https://worldmapper.org/
https://www.weforum.org/
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Redfern, D. 2016. AQA AS / A Level Core Geography. Cross Academe Limited, Oxford 
 
Magazines 
Geography Review, National Geographic, The Economist, New Internationalist  
Websites (there are more so please add and share as and when you find them!) 
 
www.geographypages.co.uk (Geo) General geography ideas 
  
www.geography.learnontheinternet.co.uk (Geo and Rev) Its name says it all 
  
http://volcano.oregonstate.edu (Geo - the new site for Volcano World) 
  
www.rgs.org (Geo) The website of the Royal Geographical Society 
  
www.geography.org.uk (Geo) Website of the Geographical Association 
 
 www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk(Gen) Mapping 
 
 www.geograph.org.uk (Gen) Photo sharing linked to UK and Ireland map references 
 
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/a-level/geography The s-cool site has some really useful topics on geography. This 
is a revision site, and not specific to Cambridge, but it is worth a visit. 
 
http://www.geographynewsroom.co.uk/ 
This site provides links to geography related events in the news. 
 
http://www.gapminder.org/ 
The site strives to present information for a fact-based view. I particularly like the video on ‘200 years that 
changed the world’. There is plenty here for teachers to use as resources and keep the attention of the 
students.  
 
http://www.coursenotes.org/Human_Geography/Outlines/Human_Geography_Culture_Society_and_Space
_8th_Edition_Textbook 
Another US-based site, full of detailed notes on AP Human Geography. This can be a resource for teaching 
planning lessons, or if you are looking for extra material around one of the topics. 
 
http://www.geography.org.uk/ 
This site is well worth a visit, as it has plenty of information, links to other good sites and continually 
updated material. 
 
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=12&AgeGroup=6 
Lots of links here for the Geography student or teacher.  
 
http://www.politicsresources.net/ 
The site contains plenty of links to various topics.  
 
http://www.traidcraft.co.uk/  
A site dedicated to poverty and fair trade issues, including details of current campaigns. 

  

http://www.geographypages.co.uk/
http://www.geography.learnontheinternet.co.uk/
http://volcano.oregonstate.edu/
http://www.rgs.org/
http://www.geography.org.uk/
http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/
http://www.geograph.org.uk/
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/a-level/geography
http://www.geographynewsroom.co.uk/
http://www.gapminder.org/
http://www.coursenotes.org/Human_Geography/Outlines/Human_Geography_Culture_Society_and_Space_8th_Edition_Textbook
http://www.coursenotes.org/Human_Geography/Outlines/Human_Geography_Culture_Society_and_Space_8th_Edition_Textbook
http://www.geography.org.uk/
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=12&AgeGroup=6
http://www.politicsresources.net/
http://www.traidcraft.co.uk/
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Pre Reading 
 
Water and Carbon:  

- Physics and Maths Tutor- Water and Carbon Revision – A really good overview of what the course is 
about and some of the information you will learn next year.  

- Physics and Maths Tutor- https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/geography-revision/a-level-aqa/water-
and-carbon-cycles/ - some good links to other reading for the subject. 

- An introduction in to the Water Cycle 
- An introduction in to the Carbon Cycle 
- An introduction into the Carbon Cycle  - a good geofile which introduces you to the carbon cycle.  
- Water and Carbon Overview – a piece of work from the Royal Geographical Society that summarises the 

course  
- Documentary on Climate change: 

o https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0009drg/panorama-climate-change-what-can-we-do 
o https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m00049b1/climate-change-the-facts 

- News Articles on Climate Change 

Coasts: 
- Physics and Maths Tutor- Coasts Revision – A really good overview of what the course is about and some 

of the information you will learn next year.  
- Physics and Maths Tutor- https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/geography-revision/a-level-aqa/coastal-

systems-landscapes/- some good links to other reading for the subject. 
- Geofile on Sediment Cells, Waves Types and Tides – a good understanding of what the coastal system is 

made up of.  
- Geofile on different Coastal processes- understanding the different processes that create different 

landforms  
- Geofile on Mass Movement in the UK – a good link to different types of mass movement  
- Geofile on Coastal Management – good comparison between different types of management strategies  
- Geofile on Holderness Coast – A good look at a case study of a shore line management plan.   

Hazards: 
- Physics and Maths Tutor- Hazards Revision  – A really good overview of what the course is about and 

some of the information you will learn next year.  
- Physics and Maths Tutor- https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/geography-revision/a-level-aqa/hazards/  

some good links to other reading for the subject. 
- Reading on Vulnerability and Hazards – something that is different with the A Level is you need to be more 

aware of why people are vulnerable to Natural Hazards  
- Geofile on Hazard Hotspots and Response – a A Level concept new to you on different ways to respond to 

Hazards 
- Haiti- A multi-hazard Environment   
- Video: Power of the Planet (Volcanoes) https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x5af4kg -  a great introduction to 

the work on volcanoes we will be doing  
- Reading: Plate Tectonics (The Geological Society) – This will be a good set up from your GCSE work to A 

Level and definitely worth navigating around the site https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/Plate-Tectonics 

Global Governance 
- Physics and Maths Tutor- Global Governance – A really good overview of what the course is about and 

some of the information you will learn next year.  
- Physics and Maths Tutor- https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/geography-revision/a-level-aqa/global-

systems-and-governance/ some good links to other reading for the subject. 
- A RGS summary of Global Governance –  A good overview of the course 
- Antarctica Case Study  
- The Effects of Globalisation on the movement of people  
- Really interesting Antarctica Websites: https://www.coolantarctica.com/index.php  AND 

https://discoveringantarctica.org.uk/ 
- Tracking the Coronavirus Pandemic:  https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/  and https://ourworldindata.org/  

and  https://www.who.int/ 
-  Governing Climate Change – World Agreements:  https://www.ipcc.ch/  and https://unfccc.int/ 
 

 

https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Water-and-Carbon-Cycles/Detailed%20Notes%20-%20Water%20and%20Carbon%20Cycles%20-%20AQA%20Geography%20A-level.pdf
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/geography-revision/a-level-aqa/water-and-carbon-cycles/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/geography-revision/a-level-aqa/water-and-carbon-cycles/
https://www.khanacademy.org/science/biology/ecology/biogeochemical-cycles/a/the-water-cycle
https://www.khanacademy.org/science/biology/ecology/biogeochemical-cycles/a/the-water-cycle
http://vle.langton.kent.sch.uk/file.php/1017/Geofactsheet_342_Introduction_-_The_carbon_cycle.pdf
https://www.rgs.org/CMSPages/GetFile.aspx?nodeguid=6dc9f1c1-f92d-4c04-9f85-9985844a6a79&lang=en-GB
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0009drg/panorama-climate-change-what-can-we-do
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m00049b1/climate-change-the-facts
https://theconversation.com/uk/topics/climate-change-27
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Coastal-Systems-and-Landscapes/Detailed%20Notes%20-%20Coastal%20Systems%20and%20Landscapes%20-%20AQA%20Geography%20A-level.pdf
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/geography-revision/a-level-aqa/coastal-systems-landscapes/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/geography-revision/a-level-aqa/coastal-systems-landscapes/
https://www.solihull.tgacademy.org.uk/files/2018/08/Geog-reading-B-Coastal-systems.pdf
https://www.thegeographeronline.net/uploads/2/6/6/2/26629356/landforms_and_coastal_erosion_examples_from_east_yorkshire.pdf
http://geography-groby.weebly.com/uploads/4/3/3/7/43370205/gf_723_recent_uk_cliff_falls.pdf
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/WJEC/Coastal-Landscapes/Management%20Schemes.pdf
https://www.thegeographeronline.net/uploads/2/6/6/2/26629356/coastal_managemtn_holderness_2.pdf
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Hazards/Detailed%20Notes%20-%20Hazards%20-%20AQA%20Geography%20A-level.pdf
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/geography-revision/a-level-aqa/hazards/
https://www.thegeographeronline.net/uploads/2/6/6/2/26629356/gf731_what_makes_people_vulnerable_to_natural_hazards.pdf
https://www.thegeographeronline.net/uploads/2/6/6/2/26629356/hazard-hotspots.pdf
file://oxt-fs01/Staffhome$/Ashleigh.Holway/Documents/Downloads/geography-doc-3-geofileext773.pdf
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x5af4kg
https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/Plate-Tectonics
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Global-Systems-and-Global-Governance/Detailed%20Notes%20-%20Global%20Systems%20and%20Governance%20-%20AQA%20Geography%20A-level.pdf
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/geography-revision/a-level-aqa/global-systems-and-governance/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/geography-revision/a-level-aqa/global-systems-and-governance/
https://www.rgs.org/CMSPages/GetFile.aspx?nodeguid=38d91d2a-9fdd-47ef-97fb-2029038d130f&lang=en-GB
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Global-Systems-and-Global-Governance/Case-Studies/Global%20Systems%20and%20Governance%20-%20Antarctica%20Case%20Study%20.pdf
https://landau-forte.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2015/07/GeoFile-Globalisation.pdf
https://www.coolantarctica.com/index.php
https://discoveringantarctica.org.uk/
https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/
https://ourworldindata.org/
https://www.who.int/
https://www.ipcc.ch/
https://unfccc.int/
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Changing Places 

- Physics and Maths Tutor- Changing Places – A really good overview of what the course is about and some 
of the information you will learn next year.  

- Physics and Maths Tutor- https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/geography-revision/a-level-
aqa/resource-security/ some good links to other reading for the subject. 

- A RGS summary of Changing Places – A good overview of the course  
- Geofile on the Occupy Movement  
- Interesting article by Doreen Massey- A human geography looking at The Sense of Place  
- Changing Spaces –Making Places = A good powerpoint going through some of the content of the topic.  

Resource Security  
- Physics and Maths Tutor- Resource Security – A really good overview of what the course is about and 

some of the information you will learn next year.  
- Physics and Maths Tutor- https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/geography-revision/a-level-aqa/global-

systems-and-governance/ some good links to other reading for the subject. 
- Geofile on Global Patterns of Energy Security- find out some of the constraints to energy security around 

the world.  
- Geofile on the Growth of Energy in NEEs – look to see how NEEs are influencing the energy demand 
- Geofile on Wind Power – Looking at the role of renewables in Germany  
- Geofile on Fracking – Is the use of Shale Gas really the future?  
- Geofile on Water Conflict in USA- look how conflicting demands for water can cause conflict on the 

Colorado  
- Good Website looking at different competing demands for water – variety of videos and resources to use. 
- Geofile on the Three Gorges Dam- look at how China has attempted to solve its water security.  
-  Reading on China’s role in Africa – looking at how China is influencing the mineral trade in Africa  

 
  

https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Changing-Places/Detailed%20Notes%20-%20Changing%20Places%20-%20AQA%20Geography%20A-level.pdf
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/geography-revision/a-level-aqa/resource-security/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/geography-revision/a-level-aqa/resource-security/
https://www.rgs.org/CMSPages/GetFile.aspx?nodeguid=944f2503-af13-4c7f-b178-e4bbaffb38eb&lang=en-GB
http://vle.langton.kent.sch.uk/file.php/1101/743_Occupy_London_protest_movement_.pdf
http://banmarchive.org.uk/collections/mt/pdf/91_06_24.pdf
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/OCR/Changing-Spaces-Making-Places/Set-A/Notes%20on%20Changing%20Places,%20Making%20Places%20-%20OCR%20Geography%20A-level.pdf
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Resource-Security/Detailed%20Notes%20-%20Resource%20Security%20-%20AQA%20Geography%20A-level.pdf
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/geography-revision/a-level-aqa/global-systems-and-governance/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/geography-revision/a-level-aqa/global-systems-and-governance/
https://www.thegeographeronline.net/uploads/2/6/6/2/26629356/global_pattern_of_energy_supply.pdf
http://geography-groby.weebly.com/uploads/4/3/3/7/43370205/gf707_energy_demand_in_emerging_economies.pdf
https://www.thegeographeronline.net/uploads/2/6/6/2/26629356/wind_energy.pdf
http://www.geographyrocks.org/uploads/2/0/4/2/20422591/292_fracking.pdf
https://www.thegeographeronline.net/uploads/2/6/6/2/26629356/water_supply_conflict.pdf
http://www.geographypods.com/4-competing-demands-for-water.html
https://www.thegeographeronline.net/uploads/2/6/6/2/26629356/114_three_gorges_project.pdf
https://www.ide.go.jp/English/Data/Africa_file/Manualreport/cia_08.html
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How to achieve an A*in Geography 

 
• Read around the subject.  

The new A Level course now requires students to read more extra material 
surrounding the processes and issues learned in class. This can range from 
academic texts to current affairs. 

 
• Make synoptic links 

 
• Incorporate geographical terminology into your everyday vocabulary.  

You need to ensure you are using the correct key terms. Practice and this will 
become more and more natural. 

 
• Use and practice a clear structure for essay questions:  

 
 

Top tips for an A* essay - general advice 
Please remember: This advice is aimed at writing an outstanding essay in general.  Essay-writing is a skill 

and something of an acquired taste, and there are no hard and fast rules. 
1. Plan – you should plan your answer fully before writing. You can use a variety of planning methods 

such as mind maps, tree maps (see hand-out) or a good old list of bullet points. But don’t be fooled 
into thinking that a good essay just happens; it requires lengthy reading and planning first. Drafting 
essays comes into planning as well. You should aim to draft an essay 2-3 times and always proof-
read your final essay before submission for any SPAG errors.  
 

2. Introduction – this will vary from subject to subject in terms of length and requirements.  As a 
general rule of thumb, the introduction should be setting the context of the debate posed by the 
question and persuading the reader why you are giving the answer that you have chosen to give. A 
punchy, well-argued introduction will serve to capture the reader’s attention immediately.  It is 
important to focus immediately on the answer to the question that has been set and to show how 
you plan to argue in the main body of the answer.  Where the question already contains a quotation, 
it would be sensible to set out how you are going to interpret this question in order to answer it.  The 
introduction is also good place to say something “clever”, so that the reader is intrigued and wants 
to know how you are going to convince him about your answer. 

 
3. Get to the point – For an A* your essay needs a flawless approach – no waffle and no points that 

are weak or wasted.   Make sure each paragraph clearly opens with an eloquent statement of 
argument that is directly relevant to the question.  Develop this argument throughout the paragraph 
to show depth of knowledge while remaining focussed and concise throughout.  An A* essay will not 
– it will be focussed, well written and argued throughout. CLARITY is vital! 
 

4. Illustrate your point – as a good student, you will most likely be already aware that every 
paragraph must contain a statement of argument, developed explanation and relevant supporting 
examples.  To ensure your essay is top level, consider your use of examples to support your 
argument carefully.  They must be precisely selected – don’t tell all the background to the example – 
get straight to analysing the specific part of the example that illustrates your argument in relation to 
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the question and also try to show off your range and depth of knowledge.  Don’t go for the most 
obvious examples that all candidates will be using.  Try, if you can to use an example that is more 
unique and will show off the fact that you know the topic more than most other students – perhaps 
reflecting the fact that you have done a lot of background reading. 
 

5. Show off your knowledge – as you justify your arguments with explanations and examples, be 
sure to include a good variety of different viewpoints and opinions.  These can be from your studies 
and from wider reading.  However, never just include viewpoints for the sake of it.  You must give 
your opinion on them – discuss the views/quotes that you are using in context to show off your own 
knowledge and critical analysis. You should use them to strength the argument you are making.  
 

6. Link your paragraphs with style – You need to make links between paragraphs to ensure your 
essay flows, but for top marks you need to ensure this is done in an advanced way.  Lead from one 
paragraph to another with confidence, avoiding using simplistic linking phrases. Have word bank of 
connective words and phrases at your side when writing an essay. 

 
7. Don’t play safe – don’t be afraid to make bold arguments/say something controversial.  Just make 

sure you aren’t just doing it for the sake of it and ensure that you are backing up your arguments 
with solid evidence showing depth of knowledge.  By making arguments that are a bit different, you 
will make your essay stand out to the examiner and if it is supported well this is what can achieve 
top grades.  Imagine how the examiner must feel reading the same bog standard arguments over 
and over again.  You are capable of going beyond this – so make sure that you do. Your essay must 
stand out – so be innovative. 
 

8. Get things in order - Make sure you have planned your essay at the start carefully to ensure that it 
has a directional journey – you need to know where you are going in terms of the argument you are 
making in answer to the question and the conclusion you are coming to, rather than just rambling 
your way through.  Your points then fit into an order that shows a logical development of this 
argument.  You may be required to give arguments that agree with the question and arguments that 
oppose it.  If so, decide which you will be concluding with (I.e. overall do you agree or disagree).  
Then you could deal with the side of the argument you think is weaker first so you can effectively 
dismiss these points early on.  Then the second half of your essay should be arguing the side you 
think is strongest, so it leads into your conclusion. 
 

9. Give some points more weight than others – an A* essay should not just be a rundown of a 
range of different points (i.e. arguments), coming to a conclusion.  You need to make a distinction 
between these points – which are more important than others in relation to the question?  Decide 
this when you are planning so that when you write the essay you can ensure appropriate coverage 
– some arguments will have more punch to them, while you may mention others as recognised 
arguments, but dismiss them as less relevant/important in your opinion.  Be thought provoking and 
challenge the validity of different points/ideas so that the arguments you agree with the most are 
presented in a way that shows them to be much stronger and more persuasive than other points.   

 
10.  ‘Wow’ factor moment: the conclusion! – Your conclusion really needs to convince the examiner 

that the A* is yours!  It needs to be a logical follow on from your essay, but also must GO 
FURTHER.  Don’t just summarise the points you’ve already made.  Once you have come down on 
the side of what you feel is/are the strongest argument(s), you must explain your reasoning to that 
judgement but then go even further.  A conclusion must ADD something to the essay, try to say 
something new that sheds further light on the topic or just presents an extra spin. You might even 
like to pose a further question for the future.  
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BASIC ESSAY STRUCTURE 
 Section Content 
1  

Introduction 
“To a certain extent it could 
be viewed 
that….however…” 

 
• Place the debate in context. 
• Answer the question. 
• Say something “clever” about the question. 
• Briefly set out your structure (if appropriate) 
•  

2  
Your own arguments 
 
Arguments in favour of your 
answer with the evidence 
(facts/quotations) to 
support them. 

 
• Set out your arguments in a logical order - one point (i.e. argument) per 

paragraph 
• Paragraphs should contain 1) Statement of the argument 2) Examples to 

support this argument 3) Explanation to show analysis and understanding 
• Be innovative and punchy with your arguments and make sure you show 

why they are more important/relevant to the question. 
•  

3  
Contradictory arguments 
 
“On the one hand... but...” 

 
• One point (i.e. argument) per paragraph 
• Paragraphs should contain 1) Statement of the argument    2) Examples to 

support this argument and 3) Explanation to show analysis and 
understanding 

• Use examples to show why these arguments are relevant to the question, 
but not as strong as other may be. 

• Make sure you deal with anything that contradicts your own argument. 
•  

4  
Sassy Conclusions 

 
• SUMMARY :A brief round-up of your essay arguments and themes and 

make a judgement. Explain the reasons for your judgement 
• ANALYSIS :This will depend on the question but examples could be: 

What is the most important issue? Do the benefits outweigh the costs?  
Is it a simple for and against or are there complicating factors? 

• SCALE :Make explicit reference scale.Long term vs short term issues 
Development scale- differences LIC/ NIC/ HIC Temporal = changes over 
time – past/ present/ future Is the issue/ importance of the factor different at 
local, national, international scales? 

• SYNOPTIC :Examiners are looking for you to make links. 
Human and physical geography links;links between topics, links between 
issues 

• YOUR THOUGHTS :ANSWER THE QUESTION 
Make sure you have specifically responded to the slant of the question and 
the command words/ instructions e.g. to what extent do you agree…. 
This should not come as a surprise as ideally you have added evaluative 
commentary throughout your content paragraphs.  
Go beyond what you have said before - Say something “clever”/pose a 
further question. 
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Paragraph structure to follow:  
POINT • You should make a clear point that proposes the direction of the paragraph to 

follow. 
e.g To a large extent it can be argued climate change is a natural phenomenon due to ….. 
Firstly, the Milankovitch cycle theory suggests….. 

EVIDENCE & 
EXPLANATION 

• You need to use statistical evidence to fully explain the point of your paragraph 
• The more precise you are the better your essay! 
• However you have to be selective as you can’t say everything 
• You must explain your evidence in an analytical way – not in a narrative way! 
• Use connectives to explain cause; because, due to, resultant of. 
• Use connectives to explain effects and secondary effects: therefore, so , 

subsequently, consequently, leading to,  
EVALUATION • This happens towards the end of a paragraph when you are drawing your 

paragraph together to make a judgment on the point you have been explaining 
– often where you can offer your interpretation of the evidence explained.  
e.g Therefore it is clear to see that the impact the of wobbling (precession) of Earth’s 
axis on average every 23,000 years is not significant as even though it leads to time 
periods where the earth is closer to the sun, leading to natural warming cycles, this is 
not on the timescales relevant to recent climate change.  

LINK • Always link back to the question (you should be doing it repetitively throughout 
your paragraph anyway) but you must do it at the end. 

• If moving onto another paragraph then use a connective word or phrase to link 
your paragraphs together.   
e.g furthermore, in addition, whereas, in contrast, similarly, another, 
alternatively 
to criticise, It is important to recognise 
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Transition Work 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 

• Complete task one and two for one human and one physical unit 
 

TASK 1 –Complete the wider reading task by watching the tedtalk using the link and make a summary of the 
content 
TASK 2- Complete the skills task by following the instructions in the link 
 

• Hand a hard copy of this work to your teacher in your first lesson for Y12 
 

HUMAN 
 

Global systems and global governance 
TASK 1 How the west can adapt to a rising Asia 
TASK 2  Creating a pie chart in excel 
 
Population and the environment 
TASK 1 Global population growth box by box 
TASK 2Creating a pyramid chart in excel 
 
Changing places 
TASK 1The next generation of African architects and designers 
TASK 2Creating a divided bar chart in excel 
 

PHYSICAL 
 
Hazards 
TASK 1Why wildfires have gotten worse and what we can do about it 
TASK 2Creating a case study map using Google My Maps 
 
Coastal systems and landscapes 
TASK 1How to transform sinking cities into landscapes that fight floods 
TASK 2 Coastal systems and landscapes – How can coast data be presented on Google My Maps 
 
Water and carbon cycles 
TASK 1Wiring an interactive Ocean 
TASK 2Water and carbon cycles – How can river data be presented on Google My Maps 
 

https://www.ted.com/talks/kishore_mahbubani_how_the_west_can_adapt_to_a_rising_asia
https://www.internetgeography.net/pie-charts-in-geography/
https://www.internetgeography.net/pie-charts-in-geography/
https://www.ted.com/talks/hans_rosling_global_population_growth_box_by_box
https://www.internetgeography.net/pyramid-charts-in-geography/
https://www.ted.com/talks/christian_benimana_the_next_generation_of_african_architects_and_designers
https://www.internetgeography.net/divided-bar-charts-in-geography/
https://www.ted.com/talks/paul_hessburg_why_wildfires_have_gotten_worse_and_what_we_can_do_about_it
https://www.internetgeography.net/creating-a-case-study-map-in-google-my-maps/
https://www.ted.com/talks/kotchakorn_voraakhom_how_to_transform_sinking_cities_into_landscapes_that_fight_floods
https://www.ted.com/talks/kotchakorn_voraakhom_how_to_transform_sinking_cities_into_landscapes_that_fight_floods
https://www.internetgeography.net/how-can-coastal-fieldwork-data-be-presented-on-google-my-maps/
https://www.ted.com/talks/john_delaney_wiring_an_interactive_ocean
https://www.internetgeography.net/how-can-river-data-be-presented-on-google-my-maps/

	Thinking Like a geographer
	Subject specific vocabulary
	Appropriate
	Benefits
	Causes
	Challenges
	Characteristics
	Concerns
	Conflicts
	The results of an action, change or process; they can be positive or negative.
	Consequences
	The disadvantages/negative impacts of an action, change or process (social, economic, environmental).
	Costs
	Where two (or more) examples are different from each other in one or more significant ways. This is often seen as referring to different levels of economic development but it could refer to other differences that are relevant to the question.
	Contrasting
	The geographical locations of specified phenomenon/phenomena, most often shown on a map. It may or may not present as a pattern.
	Distribution
	Connected with the economy and therefore often to do with employment, industry and welfare, and measurable in money terms.
	Economic
	The results/outcomes of an event, action or process.
	Effects
	Connected with the environment – water, air and land, and the organisms which occupy it (including humans) and natural resources obtainable from it.
	Environmental
	The underlying causes of a phenomenon or problem or issue and the elements which influence it.
	Factors
	The results/outcomes of events, actions or processes on people and the environment. They can be positive or negative.
	Impact
	What happens or might happen as a results/consequence of events, actions or processes.
	Implications
	Links between two or more phenomena, such that changing one leads to changes in the other(s).
	Interrelationships
	Matters which cause concern to people and about which there may be differing views and may therefore be a source of conflict.
	Issues
	The way in which people live their lives on a regular basis.
	Lifestyle
	The design and implementation of policies and strategies to minimise or reduce impacts or problems and enhance outcomes. Management implies a degree of deliberation and planning.
	Management
	A situation where change might occur and where it could be for the better.
	Opportunities
	Regularities in the occurrence or distribution of phenomena. Geographically, most often shown on a map.
	Patterns
	Political
	Problems
	Process
	The ways in which people react to an event or possible event – some may be as an individual, some may be as groups; some are planned, some are unplanned.
	Responses
	Scale
	Social
	Strategies
	That which is capable of being maintained into the foreseeable future without prejudice to its own continuation or damage to the environment.
	Sustainable
	A situation where change might occur and where it could be for the worse.
	Threats
	The general direction of a change – increasing, decreasing, fluctuating.
	Trends
	How far a phenomenon differs from the norm or the average.
	Variation
	Core Concepts Definitions
	Command words
	Break down concepts, information and/or issues to convey an understanding of them by finding connections and causes and/or effects.
	Analyse
	Add to a diagram, image or graphic a number of words that describe and/or explain features, rather than just identify them (which is labelling).
	Annotate
	Consider several options or arguments and weigh them up so as to come to a conclusion about their effectiveness or validity.
	Assess
	Describe the similarities and differences of at least two phenomena.
	Compare
	Make a statement that arises from a factual point made – add a view, or an opinion, or an interpretation. In data/stimulus response questions, examine the stimulus material provided and then make statements about the material and its content that are relevant, appropriate and geographical, but not directly evident.
	Comment on
	Point out the differences between at least two phenomena.
	Contrast
	Often occurs before ‘Assess’ or ‘Evaluate’ inviting an examination of an issue from the point of view of a critic with a particular focus on the strengths and weaknesses of the points of view being expressed.
	Critically
	State the precise meaning of an idea or concept.
	Define..., What is meant by…
	Give an account in words of a phenomenon which may be an entity, an event, a feature, a pattern, a distribution or a process. For example, if describing a landform say what it looks like, give some indication of size or scale, what it is made of, and where it is in relation to something else (field relationship).
	Describe
	Set out both sides of an argument (for and against), and come to a conclusion related to the content and emphasis of the discussion. There should be some evidence of balance, though not necessarily of equal weighting.
	Discuss
	Give the meaning of two (or more) phenomena and make it clear how they are different from each other.
	Distinguish between
	Consider several options, ideas or arguments and form a view based on evidence about their importance/validity/merit/utility.
	Evaluate
	Consider carefully and provide a detailed account of the indicated topic.
	Examine
	Set out the causes of a phenomenon and/or the factors which influence its form/nature. This usually requires an understanding of processes.
	Explain.., Why.., Suggest reasons for...
	Ascribe meaning to geographical information and issues.
	Interpret
	Give reasons for the validity of a view or idea or why some action should be undertaken. This might reasonably involve discussing and discounting alternative views or actions.
	Justify
	Provide a brief account of relevant information.
	Outline..., Summarise...
	Form and express a view as to the merit or validity of a view or statement after examining the evidence available and/or different sides of an argument.
	To what extent...
	Independent reading
	http://www.geography.org.uk/ This site is well worth a visit, as it has plenty of information, links to other good sites and continually updated material.  http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=12&AgeGroup=6 Lots of links here for the Geograph...

