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A Level Religious Studies (H573) 

 
‘The unexamined life is not worth living’ 

Socrates Apology (Plato) 



 

              
 

What will I study? : The specification (H573) 

 

Content Overview                      Assessment Overview 
 

2     Philosophy of Religion 
Learners will study:
•         ancient philosophical influences 
•         the nature of the soul, mind and body 
• arguments about the existence or non-existence 

of God 
•         the nature and impact of religious experience 
• the challenge for religious belief of the problem 

of evil 
•         ideas about the nature of God 
•         issues in religious language. 

 

Philosophy of 
Religion 

 

(01) 
 

120 
marks 

 

2 hour written 
paper 

 
33.3% 
of total 
A Level

 

Religion and Ethics 
Learners will study: 
•         normative ethical theories 
• the application of ethical theory to two 

contemporary issues of importance 
•         ethical language and thought 
• debates surrounding the significant idea of 

conscience 
• sexual ethics and the influence on ethical thought 

of developments in religious beliefs. 

 
 
 
Religion and ethics 

 

(02) 
 

120 
marks 

 

2 hour written 
paper 

 
 
 
 

33.3% 
of total 
A Level

Developments in Religious Thought 
Learners will study: 
• religious beliefs, values and teachings, their 

interconnections and how they vary historically 
and in the contemporary world 

•         sources of religious wisdom and authority 
• practices which shape and express religious 

identity, and how these vary within a tradition 
• significant social and historical developments in 

theology and religious thought 
• key themes related to the relationship between 

religion and society 
 

in the context of one religion - Christianity (03). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Developments in 
Religious 
Thought 

 

(03) 
 

120 
marks 

 

2 hour written 
paper 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

33.3% 
of total 
A Level
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More Detail 
The OCR A Level in Religious Studies will build on the knowledge, understanding and skills 
established at GCSE (9–1). Learners will be introduced to a more advanced approach to Religious 
Studies, and will develop a deeper understanding of the beliefs, teachings and philosophy they 
study. 
 
All learners will study three components; Philosophy of Religion (01), Religion and Ethics (02) and 
Developments in Religious Thought (03–07). Here there will be a focus on Christian Theology. 
 
In Philosophy of Religion learners will study philosophical issues and questions raised by religion and 
belief. These include arguments regarding the existence or non-existence of God, the nature and 
influence of religious experience and the problems of evil and suffering. They will also explore 
philosophical language and thought, through significant concepts and the works of key thinkers, 
illustrated in issues or debates in the philosophy of religion. 
 
Religion and Ethics is characterised by the study of ethical theories including Utilitarianism, Natural 
law, Situation Ethics and Kantian Ethics. Additionally, the course includes the study of ethical 
language and thought, with exploration of key concepts and the works of influential thinkers such as 
St Thomas Aquinas, Freud, David Hume and A. J. Ayer. Ethical theory will be applied to issues of 
importance; namely euthanasia, business ethics, and sexual ethics. 
 
Developments in Christian Thought provides an opportunity for the systematic study of one 
religious tradition. This includes study of the foundation of Christian thought, including the Person of 
Jesus, life after death and human nature, as well as a study of the writings of Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  
This strand also includes the exploration of religious beliefs and the challenge posed by secularism, 
religious values and how they link to multi-faith society, gender issues, and feminist theology. Also 
central are the ways in which religious traditions have developed over time, and religious responses 
to challenges and significant contemporary social issues. 
 

Assessment of A Level Religious Studies 
At the end of TWO years of study, students will sit three 2hour examinations. Each paper will contain 
four essay questions with the learner choosing three out of the four to answer.  
 
Questions can target material from any area of the specification. Two questions might be set from 
one specification section or all questions might be from different sections. Each essay will be worth 
40 marks and will test both AO1 and AO2 responses assessed via a level of response mark 
scheme. 
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Writing an A Level Essay: Top Tips 
It can be very difficult writing essays at a higher level. You are not only developing the techniques 
necessary to pass your A levels but also to succeed at university. 

Here are some top tips to not only help you write an A level essay but how to write an inredibly good 
one! 

Top tips: Treat your examiner as if they: 

1. Haven’t learnt the topic. This means everything you write needs to be fully explained. From 
all the key words you include, to any quotes or examples – all must be explained. (All the 
way through writing your essay have the words “what does that mean?” as a running 
internal monologue)  
 

 

2. Do not understand anything you write. Just because you understand what you are trying to 
say does not mean your examiner will. You must make your point then re- explain it in a 
different way to guarantee that you are clear in your points. 

 
3. Have a different view point to what you are saying 
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4. Treat your examiner as if they are always going to disagree with whatever you say (like an 
annoying sibling or teacher!). This means that you cannot only raise a point – you must 
argue your point. (All the way through writing your essays have the words “why? why? 
why?” as a running internal monologue) Once you accept that your examiner will read your 
essay/ coursework as though they have limited understanding the clearer your writing will 
be. 

Must do: 

1. Ask a parent or friend to read your essay and ask for critical feedback – do they understand 
your essay? (This will really help develop the above top tips) 

 

2. Proof read your work – this is an essential skill you must learn in order to succeed at 
university. (Proof reading involves carefully reading over your essay – maybe out loud- to 
see if your sentences make sense, structure works, obvious spelling mistakes) 

 

3. Pick out the key words in the question then highlight these exact words every time you 
have used them in your answer (e.g. The concept of reincarnation is incoherent. Discuss) 
Why is this so important? Answer: because then you have answered the question 
throughout! 

Tips for writing the essay: 

1. A quote in the introduction is supposed to grab the reader’s attention. This quote only has 
to be related to the question, not directly answering it. Your job is to explain the quote in 
your own words and link it to the question – explain the relevance. 

2. The more you explore the meaning of the words in the question (i.e. best way, fantasy, no 
sense) through your answer the better you will do. This is based on your understanding of 
the words (there are no right or wrong interpretations) it’s about exploring the word and 
what implications this word has on your argument.  

3. Conclusion: If you don’t have a point of view on the question then you can’t write a 
conclusion because you have nothing to conclude on! A conclusion should be the easiest 
part of your essay because it is your closing paragraph, where you summarise your key 
points in relation to the question. 

Every time you write a point think about what you are writing. Does the argument you are explaining 
make sense? Is it coherent? Is it logical? What are the problems with it? Is it flawless? 
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What could this qualification lead to? 
 

Doctors & Nurses need a firm understanding of medical ethics and many religious teachings have a 
direct influence on their job: Abortion, Euthanasia, Organ Transplants, Blood Transfusions, Genetic 
Engineering 
Police Officers need to have a good understanding of multi-faith and multi-cultural 
issues in order to do an effective job. They must show tolerance & understanding 
and be against prejudice and discrimination. Many UK laws are based on Christian 
laws and teachings! 

 

Lawyers & Judges must study Religion & Law as part of their training. Religion has 
influenced most of the laws in the UK, and also in other countries. They must have a 
good knowledge of religious beliefs & teachings as this may affect how a person lives 
and acts; they should also have a good knowledge of moral issues and ethics. It is vital 
that a lawyer is free from prejudice as they must treat everyone equally.  

 

A Teacher will usually encounter students and parents of all different races 
and religions and should be free from prejudice. Teachers should have a 
good understanding of religious beliefs & teachings as they should be able 
to encourage and empathise with students and their lives. 

 

Social Workers must have a good understanding of 
religious and cultural issues in order to understand and empathise with the people they 
are entrusted to help. Religion and culture affect all aspects of life, from birth to death, in 
the home and at work. All social workers must be free from prejudice and must treat 
everyone with respect ! 
 

 
The Armed Forces, especially the Army, should have a clear understanding of religious and cultural issues. 
When the Armed Forces are deployed overseas, to protect civilians in war-torn areas, 
they should have an understanding and empathy of their culture and differences.  
Religious Studies is a relevant qualification for ANY job which involves working with 
other people. The UK is a multi-faith society and an understanding of our differences will 
help us live and work together peacefully!   
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Career and Further Education Options 
Theology and Religious Studies graduates are particularly employable. Over the last five years 
Cambridge University claims to have we had consistently high levels of occupation for their 
graduates, with an average of 93% entering employment or going on to further education within 
six months of graduating. This degree helps you develop transferable skills and understanding which 
means there are endless possibilities, whichever path you choose. 

“I hope to do either conflict resolution or international aid/ development work and use the Arabic I 
have learnt here. The degree has greatly improved my self-discipline, confidence to pursue my 
ambitions and developed my linguistic and essay writing skills.” Anna 

A degree course in Religious Studies inspires a significant proportion of students to undertake 
options in further education after their three years of study. Over the last five years we Cambridge 
have had an average of 39% of our graduates going on to study masters and research degrees in 
Theology and Religious Studies or related disciplines, teacher training and law. 

Theology and Religious Studies graduates are highly employable, offering multidisciplinary and inter-
disciplinary skills, and detailed knowledge of diverse world views and issues.  

•95% in education or further study 6 months after graduation.  See http://unistats.direct.gov.uk/ for 
more details 
•45% go on to postgraduate education, including professional qualifications 
•The remainder go on to a strikingly broad range of careers 
•75% in managerial or professional roles 
•Average salary £21 000 compared to national average of £18 000 for similar courses  
 

Valuable Skills  
“I'm not sure [what I want to do] at this stage but the time management skills, work ethic and 
ability to gather and analyse difficult evidence that I've gained will be invaluable.” 

Agnes 

Some graduates make direct use of the course content. We live in increasingly multi-cultural and 
multi-religious societies. This means that an understanding of the ways that different religious 
communities can work together and how organisations can have a successful relationship with 
clients from these backgrounds is very attractive to employers. 

In an increasingly global economy, the skills of vision, creativity and religious sensitivity, which are 
developed through the study of Theology and Religious Studies, will be at a premium. 

Other graduates apply the transferable skills that they have developed to gain employment in or to 
study another area.  

"I'm the London managing partner of a large law firm and the skills that are described here are 
exactly the sort of skills that are very sought after. I've got no qualms about the usefulness of the 
degree". 

Lord Tim Clement-Jones, DLA Piper, an international law firm 

  

http://unistats.direct.gov.uk/
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Useful Websites 
www.rsrevision.com 

www.philosophicalinvestigations.co.uk 

www.philosophyonline.co.uk/pages/intro.htm 

http://www.iep.utm.edu/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCf3Ve0LB9Z_CM5jMg7LIQmg 

Blogs 
http://blog.practicalethics.ox.ac.uk/ 

https://mrlivermore.com 

 

Online Lectures/Podcasts 
http://www.philosophy.ox.ac.uk/podcasts 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/history/inourtime/inourtime_philosophy.shtml 
 
https://thepanpsycast.com/home 

Other Sources 
 

There are often television and radio shows broadcast that are relevant to the study of philosophy 
and ethics. Your teacher will let you know when this happens. 
 
You should try to read a newspaper each week. You will often find articles that are relevant to what 
you are studying in philosophy and ethics. Make sure you choose a broadsheet such as the Guardian, 
the Independent or the Times. 
  

http://www.philosophicalinvestigations.co.uk/
http://www.philosophyonline.co.uk/pages/intro.htm
http://www.iep.utm.edu/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCf3Ve0LB9Z_CM5jMg7LIQmg
http://blog.practicalethics.ox.ac.uk/
https://mrlivermore.com/
http://www.philosophy.ox.ac.uk/podcasts
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/history/inourtime/inourtime_philosophy.shtml
https://thepanpsycast.com/home


 

             Coloma Sixth Form   7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Philosophy of Religion (H573/01)        

Philosophy is simply “thinking about thinking”, an intellectual journey of life. 

At A Level we start out study with the Ancient Greek philosophers Plato and 
Aristotle. We then look at arguments for and against the existence of God. This 
involves the study of many philosophers including Kant, Descartes, Dawkins 
and Aquinas. 

 To be prepared to start this you need to distinguish between the main approaches to knowledge: 

Rationalism – Rationalist philosophers believe that all knowledge can be understood through a 
process of reasoning, without any external sources. 

Empiricism – In philosophy, empiricism is a theory which believes that all knowledge comes from 
experience. 

Compulsory Tasks – Work to be handed in on the FIRST LESSON in September 

1. Research the TWO main approaches to knowledge and produce a summary of each. ( 2 
sides of A4) You should include particular philosophers, and link these to Plato. 
 

2. Research and take notes on SOCRATES and produce EITHER a presentation or detailed hand 
out on his life and teaching.  
 

3.  Use the resources below and research your own: 
a. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bJUuOnsRcvc     Who was Socrates? 
b. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CyIKayNXTPY     Socrates: The Father of 

Western Phil 
c. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ci55Qx_RYto     Socrates: Biography of a great 

thinker 
 

4. Watch the Matrix film and write a synopsis ( Summary of the film and its key ideas) 
 

 

 

 

 

Philosophy of Religion 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bJUuOnsRcvc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CyIKayNXTPY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ci55Qx_RYto
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Recommended Reading 

If you want to achieve a high grade in A Level then you need to be reading at a very high level. You need to 
engage with much more than just the textbook. 

So you should aim to read AT LEAST ONE of the following books: 
1. Philosophy: The Essential Study Guide by Nigel Warburton ISBN 0415341809 
2. Philosophy: The Classics by Nigel Warburton ISBN 0415356296 
3. Sophie's World by Jostein Gaarder ISBN 1858815304 
4. Vardy, P. The Puzzle of God Fount ISBN-10: 0006281435 

 
All books are available on Amazon 
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Religion and Ethics (H573/02) 

Compulsory Tasks – Work to be handed in on the FIRST LESSON in September 

TASKS: 

1. Read each of the files; you can find these in Google Classroom New Year 12 2021 Summer 
Homework Reading Ethics Code: 5kf4xab. It might be 
easier to print them off in black and white. 

• start with Understanding Religious Ethics 
• then OCR Religious Ethics for AS and A2  
• next Ethical Relativism vs Ethical objectivism 
• last The Puzzle of Ethics 

 
2. Highlight the key points in each one. 

 
3. Create a glossary of key terms with definitions 

 
4. (a) Produce a presentation or a detailed hand out explaining the difference between absolute 

and relative morality.  
       (b) Write a response to the following question:  
      ‘Considering consequences is more important than following the rules.’ Discuss.  

 
5. Hand in all work, glossary and highlighted texts to your teacher during your first Ethics lesson. 
 

 

 

  

Religion and Ethics  
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Developments in Christian Thought (H573/03) 

In the first topic from the OCR Religious Studies specification you will study Augustine's teachings 
about human nature.   

Compulsory Tasks – Work to be handed in on the FIRST LESSON in September 

1. Research the life and background to Augustine and the influences on his thinking including:  

Many factors in Augustine's life may have had an impact upon his theological ideas. These possible 
influences include: 

• The influence of his mother.  

• The classical scholars he read as a student. 

• His 'wild' youth and life-long struggles with sexual urges. 

• His relationship with his concubine and the fact that he had to dismiss 
her. 

• Fatherhood (he had a son by his concubine) 

• His involvement in Manicheanism (especially the dualistic world view) and his eventual 
disillusionment with it. 

• His interest in neo-Platonism, (especially the hierarchical views) 

• His conversations with St Ambrose. 

• His argument with Pelagius about free will. 

You may be able to identify other factors that you think might help to explain his theological views. 

2. Produce a presentation AND a detailed hand out on his life and teaching. Use the resources 
below and research your own: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9nz7C0Kr9OA&t=5s Augustine documentary 

http://www.philosopherkings.co.uk/augustinebiography.html Key info/ biography page 

 

  

Developments in Christian Thought  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9nz7C0Kr9OA&t=5s
http://www.philosopherkings.co.uk/augustinebiography.html%20Key%20info/
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Extra Suggestions for the Summer 
• Go to speaker’s corner in Hyde Park and listen to some of the debates- even get involved! 

 
• Visit the British museum and art galleries; view all the different types of religious art and 

artifacts 
 

• Visit the Imperial war museum; and see the Holocaust exhibition 
 

• Go and take a look round the Jewish Museum 
 

• Look for the Martyrs in Westminster Abbey 
 

• Watch Valkyrie 
 

• Watch the Matrix 
 

• Go to a Taize prayer in All Hallows Church by the Tower, next to Tower Bridge every 
Wednesday at 6 pm 
 

• Visit some of the places of pilgrimage in the UK; Iona, Walsingham, Canterbury , Lindisfarne,    
 

• Research and listen to some TED talks on religion, theology, ethics or philosophy. 
 

• Listen to some Radio 4 programs on relevant topics 
 

• Watch ‘The Big Questions’ on You tube 
                        

 

 

 

Win Butler 
Musician, Arcade 

 
 

Religious Studies  
McGill University 
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