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WELCOME  

At Coloma Convent Girl’s School our aim is to provide an outstanding quality of education for all 

young people, dedicated to academic and character excellence, through the inclusive Christian 

values of love, hope and trust.  

  

We know what a truly amazing experience it is to be part of the Coloma community, how highly our 

students can achieve and how successful they can be in the classroom and beyond.  

   

You will soon be entering a very important and challenging part of your school life. When you move 

up into Key Stage 4, you will be beginning a range of courses most of which will lead to public 

examinations. Some of these courses will be familiar but others will offer you new opportunities. You 

will be able to extend the interests you have developed in Key Stage 3 and will be able to explore 

some new ones.   

  

You now have some choice about which subjects you learn and because Key Stage 4 should 

provide you with good preparation for further study or the world of work, it is very important that you 

make the choices which are best for you. These choices should give you a stimulating, balanced 

and relevant programme. This Guided Choices Information Booklet is to help you make these 

choices and to let you know more about Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11). We hope you will refer to it 

when discussing your options with your parents.   

  

It is a good idea to ensure that your choices are broad and balanced – even if you have a specific 

career in mind. You may change your mind over the next few years. Keeping your curriculum broad 

ensures that you keep as many doors as possible open. It also shows that you are a well-rounded 

person.   

  

Take your time with this process, look through all that is presented to you. This booklet provides an 

overview on each subject, whether they are compulsory or a possible option for you. Students will 

also be completing activities in PSHE lessons and watching taster videos to find out about the options 

subjects. Seek advice from all around you, fully immerse yourself into this process and take all you 

can. For students with SEND needs, conversations will take place with the support of the SEND team 

to help guide the choices.   

 

The support and encouragement parents can provide at this important stage of a child’s education 

is also critical. Enjoy this process and know we are here to fully support, advice and help, do contact 

me via the key stage co-ordinator if I can be of any assistance.  

 

The link for completing the form to submit your preferences can be found here.  

  

With best wishes,  

  

  

Miss Budd   

 

Head of Year 9 

  

https://forms.gle/vpWY8yRQtvyqby4XA
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INTRODUCTION TO GUIDED CHOICES - OPTIONS  

Dear Year 9 Students / Parent or Carer,  

   

Thank you for taking the time to read through this important booklet which will help you to decide on the 

subjects that you will choose to continue studying in Year 10 and 11 as you prepare to embark on your 

KS4 journey.  The booklet will provide you with important information about the Options course that you 

can choose, the way that they are assessed and the skills that the subject will provide you with as you 

prepare for Post-16 education and your future career. 

   

Coloma offers two main pathways (blue or yellow) for students to follow and you will have received a 

letter with your recommended pathway. 

 

 

     

This process will take place during March, with final guided choices being submitted by Friday 22nd April 

by completing this form. Final allocations will be shared once timetabling has been completed in the 

summer. Please do spend time thinking about the options that you select as once you are allocated 

your subjects and timetables are created it is not possible to change subjects. If you have any 

questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me via the key stage co-ordinator  

     

Yours faithfully,  

   

Mrs Unwin 

Assistant Headteacher 
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WHAT IS THE EBAC? 
EBac is short for English Baccalaureate. This is not a qualification; it is a way of identifying students 

who have passed a particularly broad range of GCSE subjects with a grade 4 or above. The subjects 

included are English, Maths, Science, a language and a humanity (History or Geography). Any 

student on the blue pathway will automatically take subjects that will enable them to study this suite 

of qualifications. Students following the yellow pathway are able to pick the EBac suite of subjects 

but will not be directed to do so. 

HOW SHOULD I CHOOSE MY KS4 SUBJECTS?  
There is no “right” way to choose your KS4 subjects, but it does help if you think about your future 

when making your decisions. For example, if you know whole-heartedly that you want to be a 

software developer, then choosing computer science will certainly be useful.  

SHOULD I KEEP MY GCSE OPTIONS OPEN?  

On the other hand, if you don’t have a clue what career you want in the future (like most students in 

Year 10 and 11), then you should probably aim to keep your options open. Studying a range of 

subjects will provide you with a good overview of different topics and different ways of studying, 

which can help you identify what subjects you’re best at.  

ASK YOURSELF THESE QUESTIONS...  

- Which subjects do I like?  

- Which subjects am I good at?  

  

Remember it is not picking the subject with your favourite teacher!  

  

- Do I need a particular subject for a higher educational course or the career  

        I have in mind?  

- Do I like practical subjects and will I organise materials for them?  

- Am I good at exams?  

- Am I good at coursework?  

- Which subjects do I know enough about to make a good and informed choice?  

- Which subjects do I need to find out more about?  

- Have I discussed my choice(s) with my parents or carers?  
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MAKING THE RIGHT CHOICES  
It is very important that students and their parents and carers think carefully about the choice of 

study at GCSE level.   

  

THERE ARE SEVERAL FACTORS WHICH NEED TO BE CONSIDERED:     

  

- Level of interest and ability in a particular subject  

- Future education and career aspirations. Some university courses will require students to         

have studied specific subjects at GCSE level and certain career paths will require specific subjects.   

- Previous track record in a subject.   

- Advice and guidance from Subject Leaders.  

  

  

STUDENTS SHOULD SELE CT A COURSE BECAUSE:   
  

- The student is good at a particular subject and will enjoy the subject.   

- It links to a career idea/aspiration.   

- It fits well with other subject choices.   

- It will help develop knowledge and skills of interest to the student.   

- The student wants to continue to study the subject at Post 16 level.   

- Student research shows that it will interest and motivate students. We emphasise that 

enjoyment of a subject should be the most important criteria for making option choices.  

   

STUDENTS SHOULDN’T SELECT A COURSE BECAUSE:   

- They like the teacher – they may not teach that class next year 

- Their friends are doing it – just because it is the right fit for them, it might not be for you. 

- You think it will be easy 

   

WHAT STUDENTS CAN DO      

Making future choices can be quite daunting, but it is actually the opportunity for students to take 

control of their education and shape their future. Everyone needs help with decision-making. Option 

choices are too important to leave to chance so students need to make sure they all get the help 

and support needed. Students should be seeking advice, information and guidance from Parents 

and Carers, Subject Teachers, Form tutors, Miss Budd and Mrs Unwin.  

  

  

SOME USEFUL WEBSITES:    
  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrjh92p  

https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/  www.sciencecareerpathways.com   

https://www.studential.com/GCSEs/choosing-your-GCSE-subject-options  

https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice/gcse-choices-university/how-important-are-gcse-

choiceswhen-it-comes-to-university  

www.careersbox.co.uk 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship 

www.ucas.com 

www.notgoingtouni.co.uk  
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https://www.studential.com/GCSEs/choosing-your-GCSE-subject-options
https://www.studential.com/GCSEs/choosing-your-GCSE-subject-options
https://www.studential.com/GCSEs/choosing-your-GCSE-subject-options
https://www.studential.com/GCSEs/choosing-your-GCSE-subject-options
https://www.studential.com/GCSEs/choosing-your-GCSE-subject-options
https://www.studential.com/GCSEs/choosing-your-GCSE-subject-options
https://www.studential.com/GCSEs/choosing-your-GCSE-subject-options
https://www.studential.com/GCSEs/choosing-your-GCSE-subject-options
https://www.studential.com/GCSEs/choosing-your-GCSE-subject-options
https://www.studential.com/GCSEs/choosing-your-GCSE-subject-options
https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice/gcse-choices-university/how-important-are-gcse-choices-when-it-comes-to-university
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https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice/gcse-choices-university/how-important-are-gcse-choices-when-it-comes-to-university
https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice/gcse-choices-university/how-important-are-gcse-choices-when-it-comes-to-university
https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice/gcse-choices-university/how-important-are-gcse-choices-when-it-comes-to-university
https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice/gcse-choices-university/how-important-are-gcse-choices-when-it-comes-to-university
https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice/gcse-choices-university/how-important-are-gcse-choices-when-it-comes-to-university
https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice/gcse-choices-university/how-important-are-gcse-choices-when-it-comes-to-university
https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice/gcse-choices-university/how-important-are-gcse-choices-when-it-comes-to-university
https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice/gcse-choices-university/how-important-are-gcse-choices-when-it-comes-to-university
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https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice/gcse-choices-university/how-important-are-gcse-choices-when-it-comes-to-university
https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice/gcse-choices-university/how-important-are-gcse-choices-when-it-comes-to-university
https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice/gcse-choices-university/how-important-are-gcse-choices-when-it-comes-to-university
https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice/gcse-choices-university/how-important-are-gcse-choices-when-it-comes-to-university
https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice/gcse-choices-university/how-important-are-gcse-choices-when-it-comes-to-university
https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice/gcse-choices-university/how-important-are-gcse-choices-when-it-comes-to-university
https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice/gcse-choices-university/how-important-are-gcse-choices-when-it-comes-to-university
http://www.careersbox.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/
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GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE   

 English language is a strange 
paradise. It’s where fish flies and 
sparrow swims.  

Vishal Yadav  

EXPLORATIONS IN CREATIVE READING AND WRITING   
The aim of this paper is to engage you as students in a creative text and inspire you to write 

creatively yourselves by:   

−  In section A, reading a literature fiction text in order to consider how established writers 

use narrative and descriptive techniques to capture the interest of readers   

−  In section B, writing your own creative text, inspired by the topic that they have 

responded to in section A to demonstrate their narrative and descriptive skills in 

response to a written prompt, scenario or visual image.   

WRITERS’ VIEWPOINTS AND PERSPECTIVES  
The aim of this paper is to develop your insights into how writers have particular viewpoints and 

perspectives on issues or themes that are important to the way we think and live our lives. It will 

encourage you to demonstrate your skills by:   

−  In section A, reading two linked sources from different time periods and genres in 

order to consider how each presents a perspective or viewpoint to influence the 

reader   

−  In section B, producing a written text to a specified audience, purpose and form in 

which they give their own perspective on the theme that has been introduced to 

them in section A  

PAPER 1 

(Component 1)   

PAPER 2 

(Component 2)   

Speaking and Listening 

(Component 3) 

50% of total 

qualification   

50% of total 

qualification   

You need to pass it but 

it does not contribute to 

the overall grade   

Exam 1 hour 45 min   Exam 1 hour 45 min   -  
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GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE  

 Today a reader, tomorrow a leader  

Margaret Fuller  

PAPER 1: SHAKESPEARE AND THE 19TH CENTURY NOVEL   
−  Section A Shakespeare: You will answer one question on their play of choice. You will be 

required to write in detail about an extract from the play and then to write about the play as a 

whole.   

−  Section B The 19th-century novel: students will answer one question on their novel of choice. 

You will be required to write in detail about an extract from the novel and then to write 

about the novel as a whole.   

PAPER 2: MODERN TEXTS AND POETRY  

                    −        Section A Modern texts: You will answer one essay question from a choice of two on  

their studied modern prose or drama text. 

−  Section B Poetry: You will answer one comparative question on one named poem printed 

on the paper and one other poem from their chosen anthology cluster   

−  Section C Unseen poetry: You will answer one question on one unseen poem and one 

question comparing this poem with a second unseen poem  

PAPER 1  

(Component 1)   

PAPER 2  

(component 2)   

40% of total 

qualification   
60% of total qualification   

Exam 1 hour 45 min   Exam 2-hour 15 min   
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GCSE MATHS  

 

Sometimes the questions are complicated  

and the answers are simple. 

Dr Seuss 

 

 

  
AIMS/ INTRODUCTION OF THE COURSE:   
GCSE Mathematics enables students to develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of 

mathematical methods and concepts. Students will learn to: acquire, select and apply mathematical 

techniques to solve problems; reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences and draw 

conclusions; comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms 

appropriate to the information and context.  

 

SPECIFICATION:   
We follow the Pearson Edexcel GCSE (9-1) in Mathematics (1MA1) specification. The specification 

aims to:  

−  develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and 

concepts  

−  acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems  

−  reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences, and draw conclusions  

−  comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms 

appropriate to the information and context.   

 

THE ASSESSMENTS WILL COVER THE FOLLOWING CONTENT HEADINGS:  

1. Number  

2. Algebra  

3. Ratio, proportion and rates of change  

4. Geometry and measures  

5. Probability  

6. Statistics  

  

Two tiers are available: Foundation and Higher (content is defined for each tier).  

ASSESSMENT METHOD  

The qualification consists of three equally-weighted written examination papers at either Foundation 

tier or Higher tier. All three papers must be at the same tier of entry and must be completed in the 

same assessment series. Paper 1 is a non-calculator assessment and a calculator is allowed for Paper 

2 and Paper 3. Each paper is 1 hour and 30 minutes long. Each paper has 80 marks. The qualification 

will be graded and certificated on a nine-grade scale from 9 to 1 using the total mark across all three 

papers where 9 is the highest grade. Individual papers are not graded. Foundation tier: grades 1 to 5. 

Higher tier: grades 4 to 9 (grade 3 allowed).  



10 | P a g e  
 

GCSE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

AIMS/ INTRODUCTION OF THE COURSE:   
This course gives students the opportunity to tackle questions and make decisions on some of the 

biggest questions in life and belief, through discussion debate and engagement. Students will need 

to be able to construct a process of reasoning and reach justified conclusions based on evidence, 

examples and argument. Topics covered include:    

PAPER 1: Catholic Christianity 

 Catholic beliefs, teachings, practices, sources of authority and forms of expression in relation to 

six topics: 

 Creation 

 Incarnation 

 The Triune God 

 Redemption 

 The Church and the Kingdom of God 

 Eschatology   

 

PAPER 2: Perspectives on faith: Section A - Judaism Section B – Themes 

 
 Judaism: Beliefs and teachings 

 Judaism: Practices 

 

 Theme A: Religion, relationships and families 

 Theme B: Religion, peace and conflict 

 Theme C: Religion, human rights and social justice 

 
 

PAPER 1   

(50%)  

PAPER 2   

(50%)   

In each exam series, 

questions will be set on 

any four of the topics 

listed above. 

Section A: Judaism 

There will be two five-part 

questions per religion. 

Section B: Themes 

Students must answer 

questions on two 

themes. One question 

will be set on each 

theme. There will be five 

parts to each question 

Exam: 1 hour 45 min  Exam: 1 hour 45 min  
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GCSE SCIENCE  

 The important thing is not to 
stop questioning. Curiosity has 
its own reason for existence  

Albert Einstein  

AIMS/ INTRODUCTION OF THE COURSE:   
“Is climate change real?”, “Do vaccinations cause autism?”, “Are GM foods bad for our health?”, 

“What do we do if we run out of oil?”, “What is the car of the future?”, “How is the Corona Virus 

transmitted?”, “Can we clone human beings?”,    

  

We live in a world that is full of theories, questions and answers, and regardless of your chosen 

career, a knowledge of Science will mean being able to make decisions and have opinions on 

issues with a full understanding of the facts. Students will get an insight into how scientists work and 

the exciting developments in technology due to the research carried out worldwide.   

  

GCSE CONTENT  

BIOLOGY   CHEMISTRY  PHYSICS  

1. Cell biology   

2. Organisation   

3. Infection and 

response   

4. Bioenergetics   

5. Homeostasis and 

response   

6. Inheritance, variation 

and evolution   

7. Ecology   

8. Key ideas   

   

1. Atomic structure and the periodic 

table   

2. Bonding, structure, and the properties 

of matter   

3. Quantitative chemistry   

4. Chemical changes   

5. Energy changes   

6. The rate and extent of chemical 

change   

7. Organic chemistry   

8. Chemical analysis   

9. Chemistry of the atmosphere   

10. Using resources    

1. Energy   

2. Electricity   

3. Particle model of 

matter   

4. Atomic structure   

5. Forces   

6. Waves   

7. Magnetism and 

electromagnetism   

8. Space physics (Triple 

only)   

 

Combined and Separate Sciences 

All students must study science. The core curriculum includes combined science. Students can pick 

separate science as an option if they are on the blue pathway. Both routes involve students studying 

across all the science disciplines (biology, chemistry and physics) but the combined science results in 

2 GCSEs whereas the separate sciences result in 3 GCSEs. Both routes will enable students to progress 

to A-level sciences and degree level should they wish to do so. Separate science should be 

encouraged for those who enjoy science and want to study the topics at a deeper level. 
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GCSE Combined Science   

This course focuses on scientific explanations and models, and gives students an insight into how 

scientists develop scientific understanding of ourselves and the world we inhabit. The course enables 

students to study Science at A Level but is taught at a pace suitable for all abilities. The examinations 

consist of 6 papers of 75 minutes each. 2 papers for each of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. All 6 

papers are counted equally to give a combined average mark. This will result in 2 GCSE 

qualifications.   

BIOLOGY  

(2 X 16.7%)    

CHEMISTRY  

(2 x 16.7%)   

PHYSICS  

(2 x 16.7%)   

Paper 1  Paper 2  Paper 1  Paper 2  Paper 1  Paper 2  

75 min  75 min  75 min  75 min  75 min  75 min  

 

GCSE Separate Sciences 

This course focuses on more advanced scientific explanations and models, and gives students a 

deeper insight into how scientists develop scientific understanding of ourselves and the world we 

inhabit. The course enables students to study Science at A Level and is taught to include the 

foundations of topics covered in the A Level specification. The examinations consist of 6 papers of 

105 minutes each. 2 papers for each of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. This will result in 3 GCSE 

qualifications; Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  

BIOLOGY  

(2 X 50%)    

CHEMISTRY  

(2 X 50%)    

PHYSICS  

(2 X 50%)    

Paper 1  Paper 2  Paper 1  Paper 2  Paper 1  Paper 2  

105 min  105 min  105 min  105 min  105 min  105 min  

 

WHERE NEXT?  

A Level Biology, Chemistry of Physics  

  

BTEC Applied Science or Health and Social Care.  

  

Degrees: Medicine, Science, Dentistry, Engineering, Optometry, Environmental Science, Forensic, 

Veterinary Science, Radiography, Nursing, Physiotherapy  

  

Career: Doctor, Dentist, Nurse, Food Scientist, Engineer, Researcher, Pharmacologist, Veterinarian   
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GCSE French and German   
INTRODUCTION OF THE COURSE:   
Through studying a GCSE in a modern foreign language, students develop their ability and ambition to 

communicate with native speakers in speech and writing. Students also broaden their horizons and are 

encouraged to step beyond familiar cultural boundaries and develop new ways of seeing the world. 

 

Study of a modern foreign language enables students to: 

• develop their ability to communicate confidently and coherently with native speakers in speech and 

writing, conveying what they want to say with increasing accuracy; 

• express and develop thoughts and ideas spontaneously and fluently; 

• listen to and understand speech in the foreign language at near normal speed on a wide range of topics; 

• deepen their knowledge of how language works and enrich their vocabulary to increase their 

independent use and understanding of language in varied contexts; 

• acquire new knowledge, skills and ways of thinking through the ability to understand and respond to a 

rich range of authentic spoken and written material, including literary texts; 

• develop awareness and understanding of the culture and identity of the countries and communities 

where the language is spoken; 

• develop language learning skills both for travel abroad and as preparation for further language study 

both at A level and in higher education, and for employment; 

• develop fluency, grammatical awareness and communicative confidence both in the target language 

and in English, both through role play and translation practice and through a greater understanding of how 

languages work. 

 

COURSE CONTENT 
Content for modern foreign languages can be found at: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse 

French: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658/specification-at-a-glance 

German: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/german-8668/specification-at-a-glance 

 

ASSESSMENT 
Each paper has an equal weighting (25% of the marks for each) 

Paper 1:    Listening (to show understanding of spoken language in a variety of contexts) 

Paper 2:   Speaking (including role play, photocard description and general conversation). 

Paper 3:   Reading (to show understanding of a range of written materials, including literary,  

and translation from the foreign language into English) 

Paper 4:  Writing (including writing tasks to express opinions and ideas, and translation from 

English into the foreign language). 

 

WHERE NEXT?  

After successful completion of the GCSE course, you may wish to continue with further study of the 

language. You can then continue to study one or more languages at university as a main subject or 

as a module; this has become a very popular option for students in recent years, and can open up 

many rewarding opportunities internationally. 

 

The ability to use one or more foreign languages for practical communication is a great asset in 

many professions. Students who have learned one or more languages to a good standard are also 

seen as having an enhanced mastery of English and a proven ability to learn further languages in 

the future; these skills are very attractive and highly valued in the employment market. 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658/specification-at-a-glance
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/german-8668/specification-at-a-glance
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GCSE History 

INTRODUCTION OF THE COURSE 

History will support students in learning more about the history of Britain and that of the wider world. The 

study of history at GCSE will inspire students to deepen their understanding of the people, periods and 

events studied and enable them to think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, make informed decisions 

and develop perspective and judgement. The discipline of history and a knowledge and understanding of 

the past will also help them to understand their own identity and significant aspects of the world in which 

they live, and provide them with the basis for further wider learning and study. 

COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT 

History will enable students to: 

 develop and extend their knowledge and understanding of specified key events, periods and societies 

in local, British, and wider world history; and of the wide diversity of human experience 

 engage in historical enquiry to develop as independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers 

 develop the ability to ask relevant questions about the past, to investigate issues critically and to make 

valid historical claims by using a range of sources in their historical context 

 develop an awareness of why people, events and developments have been accorded historical 

significance and how and why different interpretations have been constructed about them 

 organise and communicate their historical knowledge and understanding in different ways and reach 

substantiated conclusions 

 

PAPER 1 (30%) 

SECTION A: HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT Local History site 

SECTION B: THEMATIC STUDY  

Crime & Punishment in Britain c.1000-present and Whitechapel c. 1870 -1900: 

crime, policing and the inner city 

 

1 hour 15mins 

6 questions 

PAPER 2  (40%) 

SECTION A: Period Study Cold War 1941-1991 

SECTION B: BRITISH DEPTH STUDY The reigns of King Richard I & King John 1189-

1216 

 

1 hour 45mins 

6 questions 

PAPER 3  (30%) 

SECTION A: MODERN DEPTH STUDY Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1929 

1 hour 15mins 

6 questions 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html 

 

WHERE NEXT?  

Knowledge gained from the study of History is in itself worthwhile, but it is also an excellent subject for 

developing and improving various skills. You will learn to analyse and explain why something happened. 

You will examine different sources and learn to judge and evaluate them in their given context in order to 

reach a valid conclusion.  Furthermore, you will have the opportunity to compare and contrast views in 

different representations so that you reflect on why there are many different interpretations of the same 

event. Successful historians are able to produce a well justified argument using evidence to support their 

views. These skills are useful in many fields of work, from law to journalism, from research to archaeology.    

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html
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GCSE Geography   

Geography is not only up-to-date and relevant, it is one of the most 
exciting, adventurous and valuable subjects to study today. So 
many of the world’s current problems boil down to geography, 
and need the geographers of the future to help us understand 
them.    

Michael Palin CBE   

Past President of the Royal Geographical Society (with I.B.G.)  

WHY STUDY GEOGRAPHY?  
Geography helps you to make sense of the world around you. It is hands on, it is relevant, and it is 

fun. The current GCSE course is a good mix of topics such as urban issues, world development, 

extreme environments, rivers, and hazards to name but a few. The course will give you the 

chance to get to grips with some of the big questions which affect our world and understand the 

social, economic and physical forces and processes which shape and change our world.  

  

There are so many ways of learning in geography. It is very practical with opportunities to learn 

new skills such as modern map skills, interpreting photographs, fieldwork skills, presenting, role play 

and debating techniques. You will improve your literacy through your report writing and written 

work and make practical use of your numeracy skills when you interpret data and construct 

graphs.  Fieldwork, or working outside the classroom is a really important part of geography. 

Whether you go locally or get the chance to travel further away it will be a brilliant opportunity to 

experience some of the things you have learnt about in class, see things differently and of course 

have fun.  

WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT FROM THE GEOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT?  

Our aim to is to inspire geographers and continue to nurture a love of the subject as well as strive 

for exam success.  

  

Every lesson follows the demands of the curriculum and these are taught through a variety of 

activities to challenge and develop students as geographers.   

  

Over the course of the GCSE course, your child will have plenty of opportunity to develop their 

exam technique. These skills will be crucial for exam success.  
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ASSESSMENT  

UNIT 1 EXAM: PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT  

  

Section A: The challenge of Natural 

Hazards   

−  Natural Hazards   

−  Tectonic Hazards  

−  Weather Hazards   

−  Climate Change   

  

Section B: The Living World  

−  Ecosystems   

−  Tropical Rainforests   

−  Hot Deserts  

  

Section C: Physical Landscapes in the UK  

−  UK Physical Landscapes   

−  Coastal Landscapes and River 

Landscapes   

UNIT 2 EXAM: HUMAN ENVIRONMENT  

  

Section A: Urban Issues and Challenges   

−  The Urban World  

−  Urban Change in the UK  

−  Sustainable Urban Development   

  

Section B: The Changing Economic World   

−  The Development Gap  

−  Newly-Emerging Economies   

−  The Changing UK Economy  

  

Section C: The Challenge of Resource 

Management   

−  Resource Management   

−  Water Management  

  

UNIT 3 EXAM: GEOGRAPHICAL APPLICATION  

  

Section A: Issue Evaluation:   

You’ll get some material 12 weeks before the exam. You have to analyse and interpret it, then 

answer the questions about a related issue in the exam.   

Section B:  Fieldwork   

In the exam, you’ll have to write about fieldwork techniques and analyse some data that you’re 

given. You’ll also have to answer questions about your own fieldwork enquiries.  

 

WHERE NEXT?  

 A knowledge of Geography with its links to other subjects, will be of benefit in any future studies.   

 As the subject covers current issues, it is continually being referred to in documentaries and news reports; 

it is very relevant in today’s society. 

 Geography provides a good background to a wide range of careers including environmental work, 

planning, landscape architecture, travel and tourism and many, many more.  

 Many career areas make use of the skills that Geography develops.  These include management, 

accountancy, marketing, ICT, information work, transport and distribution. 
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GCSE Art 

INTRODUCTION OF THE COURSE 

You will be given challenging themes and projects that will enable you to explore many ideas and materials 

in an open ended yet structured course. You will be able to explore both 2 dimensional and 3 dimensional 

materials. 

Year 10 coursework will focus on cultivating your understanding of the formal elements of Art. You will be 

given experiences that will enable you to develop skills in drawing, painting, new technology, printmaking 

and 3D construction using a wide range of materials. You will also be encouraged to critically review and 

evaluate your own work and the work of others. This will enable you to develop your own ideas with 

confidence, directed by the assessment objectives and informed by your own particular interests. Initially 

the whole class will work on a chosen theme to develop their understanding of the assessment objectives. In 

the second half of the year you will begin working independently, investigating your own area of interest 

within a chosen theme and producing a final practical outcome; this is a key component of GCSE Fine Art. 

By Year 11 you will continue to develop and improve upon these skills, which will result in a second 

independently led unit of work. In the second term of this year you will begin work on the Externally Set 

Assignment which completes your course of study. 

COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT 

Looking at the work of other artists, designers and craftspeople is a compulsory component of the course. 

Visits to museums and galleries during the course will give you opportunities to carry out first hand research 

from art work and artefacts. You will also be expected to undertake visits independently. The course 

content can be found at: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/art-and-design-2016.html 

Unit 1: Personal Portfolio 60% of GCSE Qualification 

A Personal Portfolio in Art and Design which includes 120 hours of guided learning time undertaken in class; 

homework is also part of the personal portfolio. The personal portfolio includes all preparatory sketchbooks 

and final pieces. Work is internally marked and externally moderated and must show evidence of all the 

assessment objectives.  

 

Unit 2: 40% of GCSE Qualification 

Externally Set Assignment (ESA) consists of one ten-hour examination based on an externally set theme and 

twenty hours of guided learning time which is internally marked and externally moderated and must show 

evidence of all the assessment objectives. 

 

WHERE NEXT?  

The creative industries are the second biggest UK employer after the financial services. 

 You can progress from this course to further study in Art and Design, including at a later stage 

foundation courses at a college of Art and Design and then on to a degree course. 

 You have a wide choice of courses from which to choose eg Graphic Design, Textile Design, 3D 

Design, Product Design, Theatre Design, Fine Art, Fashion, Hair and Beauty, Special Effects for Stage and 

Theatre, Animation, History of Art, Film and Video, Museums and Gallery courses, Interior Design, Jewellery 

design, Shoe design, Photography and Digital Media courses. 

 Many other courses require an Art qualification (either GCSE, AS or A Level) as desirable, eg 

architecture, landscape architecture, horticulture, dentistry, plastic surgery, hairdressing,  

        beauty, floristry, retail display, pattern cutting and photography. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/art-and-design-2016.html
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GCSE Business 

People who are successful in business not only transform their own lives 
but the lives of others too’ 

Anon 

INTRODUCTION OF THE COURSE 

This GCSE course encourages students to: 

 Know and understand business concepts, business terminology, business objectives, the integrated 

nature of business activity and the impact of business on individuals and wider society. 

 Apply knowledge and understanding to contemporary business issues and to different types and 

sizes of businesses in local, national and global contexts. 

 Develop as enterprising individuals with the ability to think commercially and creatively to 

demonstrate business acumen, and draw on evidence to make informed business decisions and 

solve business problems. 

 Develop as effective and independent students, and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring 

minds. 

 Investigate and analyse real business opportunities and issues to construct well-argued, well-

evidenced, balanced and structured arguments, demonstrating their depth and breadth and 

understanding of business. 

 Develop and apply quantitative skills relevant to business, including using and interpreting data. 

 

COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT 

Topics include; Business operations, Human resources, Marketing and Finance. Full details can be found at: 

http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/business/specifications/AQA-8132-SP-2017.PDF 

 

This qualification is linear.  This means that students will sit two exams at the end of the course.  The exams 

include questions that allow students to demonstrate their ability to draw together their knowledge, skills 

and understanding from across the full course of study.  Both exam papers are 1hr 45mins and each 

contributes to 50% of the final GCSE qualification. 

 

Paper 1 - Influences of operations and HRM on business activity 

Paper 2 - Influenced of marketing and finance on business activity 

 

WHERE NEXT?  

Business gives students a good overall understanding of how businesses work.  It helps them understand how 

businesses are set up, how they are managed and how they respond to changes in the environment in 

which they work.  This provides a good background for when students come to make decisions on a wide 

range of issues, from career choices to decisions about products and services they use on a daily basis.  The 

skills developed in GCSE Business will help students in all A Level subjects and all jobs.   

  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business-subjects/gcse/business-8132/subject-content/business-operations
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business-subjects/gcse/business-8132/subject-content/human-resources
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business-subjects/gcse/business-8132/subject-content/marketing
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business-subjects/gcse/business-8132/subject-content/finance
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/business/specifications/AQA-8132-SP-2017.PDF
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GCSE Computer Science 

 From phones to cars to medicine, technology touches every part of our 
lives. If you can create technology, you can change the world. 

        

Susan Wojcicki, CEO, Youtube 

 

INTRODUCTION OF THE COURSE 

 

Computer Science will enable students to:  

• understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science, including 

abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms, and data representation  

• analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of solving such problems, 

including designing, writing and debugging programs  

• understand the components that make up digital systems, and how they communicate with one another 

and with other systems  

• understand the impacts of digital technology to the individual and to wider society  

• apply mathematical skills relevant to computer science 

 

COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT 

 

Students will be expected to develop a knowledge and understanding of the fundamentals of computer 

science and programming including: 

• standard algorithms, including binary search and merge sort 

• following and writing algorithms to solve problems including: sequence, selection and iteration; input, 

processing and output 

• how particular programs and algorithms work 

• the concept of data type 

• representation of text, sound, and graphics inside computers 

• Boolean logic and the application of logical operators in truth tables to solve problems 

• systems software 

• characteristics of systems architectures 

• cyber security: forms of attack, methods of identifying vulnerabilities, and ways to protect software 

systems 

• the ethical, legal and environmental impacts of digital technology  
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Component % of total GCSE Marks How will it be assessed? 

Computer Systems (01) 50% 80 marks 

1 hour 30 minute written paper. 

(No calculators allowed) 

  

Computational thinking, 

algorithms and 

programming (02) 

50% 80 marks 

1 hour 30 minute written paper.  

(No calculators allowed) 

 

  

Programming project 

All students will be given the opportunity to undertake a programming task or 

tasks during their course of study.  

This will allow them to develop skills within the following areas when 

programming: design, writing code, testing, refining.  

While the practical project will not be assessed formally, the programming skills 

acquired from this experience will be assessed in Component 2 of the 

qualification, in particular Section B.  

 

The course content for Computer Science can be found at: 

OCR GCSE (9-1) Computer Science Specification - J277  

 

WHERE NEXT?  

 

Computer Science is a modern course, which has real relevance for the modern world.  Everybody has some knowledge 

of computers but this course will give you an in-depth understanding of how computer technology works and what 

goes on “behind the scenes”.  The course will develop critical thinking, analysis and problem solving skills, which are 

beneficial in all areas of study and in employment. Information technologies continue to have a growing 

importance.  This means there will be greater demand for professionals who are qualified in this area. 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/558027-specification-gcse-computer-science-j277.pdf
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GCSE Design Technology 

INTRODUCTION OF THE COURSE 

Design and Technology sets out the knowledge, understanding and skills required to undertake the iterative 

design process of exploring, creating and evaluating. The subject content has been split into three sections 

as follows: 

 Core technical principles 

 Specialist technical principles – either Product Design or Textiles 

 Designing and making principles – either Product Design or Textiles 

COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT 

During the course students will develop skills, knowledge and understanding in: 

 How to design, plan and make a unique quality product which demonstrates flair and imagination. 

 How to use a variety of tools and equipment 

 Developing drawing skills either by hand or using CAD. 

 Innovative design. 

 Working individually and as a team to develop and analyse existing products and design 

movements. 

 Modelling and prototyping. 

 Develop skills of creativity and critical analysis through making links between the principles of good 

design, existing solutions and technological knowledge. 

 The origin, structure and performance of materials and smart materials. 

 How to integrate and use ICT applications such as CAD (Computer Aided Design) and CAM 

(Computer Aided Manufacture) into the design and make process. 

 Consideration of the environment, existing products and society. 

 Marketing and advertising. 

 Designing for success. 

 

The course content for Design & Technology can be found at: 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-8552 

 

Paper 1: 50% of final grade  Two hour written examination 

Non-exam assessment: 50% of final grade Approximately 35 hours 

 

WHERE NEXT?  

This course can lead to A Level Product Design, Art Textiles and to a range of degree courses.  

Career paths include exciting opportunities in the design industry such as architecture, website design, 

graphic design, display & exhibition, engineering, interior design, marketing, jobs in construction, product 

design, special effects work, publishing, packaging, working in multimedia, interactive media, teaching, 

theatre design and working for the environment. 

Design and Technology gives students the unique opportunity of developing a broad range skills including 

problem solving, considering our future environment and independent learning. 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-8552
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GCSE Drama 

INTRODUCTION OF THE COURSE 

Drama encourages you to explore and actively engage in a wide range of creative and stimulating 

activities, to develop as an effective and independent learner and as a critical and reflective thinker with 

an enquiring mind.  It develops practical, creative and performance skills.  Drama encourages you to work 

imaginatively and creatively in collaborative contexts, generating, developing and communicating ideas. 

COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT 

You will have the opportunity to devise drama and engage in performance activities.  The GCSE Drama 

course consists of 60% coursework, 40% final written examination.  You will explore texts practically and work 

on two text-based performances. You can choose to develop as a performer, designer (lighting, sound, set, 

costume, puppets) or both. 

 

During the course you will learn how to:  

 apply knowledge and understanding when making, performing and responding to drama  

 explore performance texts and understand their social, cultural and historical context including the 

theatrical conventions of the period in which they were created  

 develop a range of theatrical skills and apply them to create performances  

 work collaboratively to generate, develop and communicate ideas  

 develop as a creative, effective, independent and reflective learner, able to make informed 

choices in process and performance  

 contribute as an individual to a theatrical performance  

 reflect on and evaluate your own work and that of others  

 develop an awareness and understanding of the roles and processes undertaken in contemporary 

professional theatre practice  

 adopt safe working practices 

 

The course content for Drama can be found at: 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/gcse/drama-8261 

 

Component 1 – Understanding Drama: Open book exam worth 40% of the course 

Component 2 – Devising Drama: Practical worth 40% of the course 

Component 3 – Texts In Practice: Practical worth 20% of the course 

 

WHERE NEXT?  

The creative industries employ performers, designers, technicians and administrators.  Lawyers, doctors, 

teachers and many other professionals also benefit from strong communication and self-presentation skills. 

 You can progress from this course to A Level Drama and Theatre and BTEC Performing Arts, leading on 

to a Degree course at University or Drama School. 

 You can choose from a wide variety of courses including Acting, Musical Theatre, Dance, Drama, 

Script Writing, Directing, Theatre and Scenic Design, Costume, Hairdressing, Wigs and Make-Up, Prop 

Making, Puppetry, Lighting, Sound, Special Effects, Stage Management, Film and Television Production, 

Digital Media, Photography, Marketing and Publicity, Events Management.  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/gcse/drama-8261
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BTEC Digital Information Technology 

INTRODUCTION OF THE COURSE 

The Pearson BTEC L1/L2 Tech Award in DIT gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific 

knowledge and skills in a practical learning environment.   

The focus is on four areas of equal importance, which cover the: 

- development of key skills that prove your aptitude in digital information technology, such as project 

planning, designing, and creating user interfaces, creating dashboards to present and interpret 

data 

- process that underpins effective ways of working in digital information technology, such as project 

planning, the iterative design process, cyber security, virtual teams, legal and ethical codes of 

conduct  

- attitudes that are considered most important in digital information technology, including personal 

management and communication 

- knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, process, and attitudes in the sector such as how 

different user interfaces meet user needs, how organisations collect and use data to make 

decisions, virtual workplaces, cyber security, and legal and ethical issues. 

COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT 

Component 1: Exploring User Interface Design Principles and Project Planning Techniques   

Aim: how to project plan the design and development of a user interface  
Assessment: internally assessed assignment (30%)  
Weighing: 30 % of the total course During Component 1, the students will:  
 −  Explore user interface design and development principles  
 −  Investigate how to use project planning techniques to manage a digital project  
 −  Discover how to develop and review a digital user interface  

  

Component 2: Collecting, Presenting and Interpreting Data   

Aim: process and interpret data and draw conclusions  
Assessment: internally assessed assignments   
Weighting: 30% of total course  
During Component 2, the students will:  
 −  Explore how data impacts on individuals and organizations   
 −  Draw conclusions and make recommendations on data intelligence  
 −  Develop a dashboard using data manipulation tools  

  

Component 3: Effective Digital Working Practices (40%) externally assessed exam  

Aim: explore how organisations use digital systems and the wider implications associated with their use  
Assessment: scenario-based external 1hr30 min written exam where students demonstrate their knowledge to 
propose digital solutions to realistic situations  
Weighting: 40% of total course  
To achieve this aim, the students will:  
 −  Explore how modern information technology is evolving  
 −  Consider legal and ethical issues in data and information sharing  
 −  Understand what cyber security is and how to safeguard against  
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GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition 

INTRODUCTION OF THE COURSE 

GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is a creative course, which focuses on practical cooking skills to ensure 

students develop a thorough understanding of nutrition, food provenance and the working characteristics 

of food materials. At its heart, this qualification focuses on nurturing students' practical cookery skills to give 

them a strong understanding of nutrition. Food preparation skills are integrated into five core topics: 

- Food, nutrition and health 

-  Food science 

- Food safety 

- Food choice 

- Food provenance  

COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT 

In studying food preparation and nutrition, students must:  

 Demonstrate effective and safe cooking skills by planning, preparing and cooking using a variety of 

food commodities, cooking techniques and equipment. 

 Develop knowledge and understanding of the functional properties and chemical processes as well 

as the nutritional content of food and drinks. 

 Understand the relationship between diet, nutrition and health, including the physiological and 

psychological effects of poor diet and health. 

 Understand the economic, environmental, ethical, and socio-cultural influences on food availability, 

production processes, and diet and health choices. 

 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of functional and nutritional properties, sensory qualities 

and microbiological food safety considerations when preparing, processing, storing, cooking and 

serving food. 

 Understand and explore a range of ingredients and processes from different culinary traditions 

(traditional British and international), to inspire new ideas or modify existing recipes. 

 

Practical work: The course has a large practical element. You must be prepared to regularly bring 

ingredients to school. 

The subject is assessed in the following way: 

Paper 1: Written examination  1 ¾ hours - 50% of final grade 

Non-exam assessment: 50% of final grade 

Task 1 Food Investigation (30 marks) 

Task 2 Food preparation assessment (70 marks) 

 

WHERE NEXT?  

Career paths include exciting opportunities in the food and drink industry, packaging, marketing, practical 

careers, cooking and food preparation, publishing, teaching, food scientist and home economist, nursing, 

social work and dietetics. Alternatively, students may choose to embark on an apprenticeship or full time 

career in the catering or food industries.  



25 | P a g e  
 

BTEC Health and Social Care 

INTRODUCTION OF THE COURSE 

This qualification is for learners interested in taking a hands-on course alongside their GCSEs that will offer 

them an insight into what it is like to work in one of the fastest growing sectors in the UK: Health & Social 

Care. The course covers some of the fundamental aspects of health and social care, including growth and 

development, health and social care services and values, and health and wellbeing, giving learners a 

broad introduction to a sector that transects a wide range of careers from social care and social work to 

many different branches of healthcare. The breadth of this course allows learners to identify their strengths 

and interests to help inform next steps in education and training.  

Using realistic vocational contexts, learners will acquire sector-specific knowledge and technical skills, 

exploring a range of healthcare conditions and social care needs and considering how the different 

healthcare and social services available can help meet individuals’ needs as well as the common barriers 

to access and obstacles to care. They will learn about physical, lifestyle, social, cultural, economic and 

environmental factors affecting health and wellbeing and how to make recommendations for 

improvement using person-centred approach.  

COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT 

Component 1: Human Lifespan Development Learners will explore different aspects of growth and 

development and the factors that can affect this across the life stages. They will explore the different events 

that can impact on individuals’ physical, intellectual, emotional and social development and how 

individuals cope with and are supported through changes caused by life events.  

Component 2: Health and Social Care Services and Values Learners will explore health and social care 

services and how they meet the needs of service users. They will also study the skills, attributes and values 

required when giving care.  

Component 3: Health and Wellbeing Learners will explore the factors that affect health and wellbeing, 

learning about physiological and lifestyle indicators, and person-centred approaches to make 

recommendations to improve an individual’s health and wellbeing. 

 

WHERE NEXT?  

This course prepares students for continuing their studies with BTEC L3 Health and Social Care in 6th form and 

can lead to a degree or career in social work or health related industries.   
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GCSE Physical Education 

INTRODUCTION OF THE COURSE 

Physical education will equip students with the knowledge, understanding, skills and values to develop and 

maintain their performance in physical activities and understand the benefits to health, fitness and well-

being.  

This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their exams and submit all their non-exam 

assessment at the end of the course. 

COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT 

The detailed course content for Physical Education can be found at: 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/gcse/physical-education-8582 

 

Examination Papers (worth 60% of overall GCSE) 

Content covered in the theoretical part of the GCSE includes the following topic areas: 

1 Applied anatomy and physiology 

2 Movement analysis 

3 Physical training 

4 Use of data 

5 Sports psychology 

6 Socio-cultural influences 

7 Health, fitness and well-being 

 

 Non-exam Assessment (worth 40% of the overall GCSE) 

1. Practical performance is assessed in three different physical activities in the role of player/performer 

(one in a team activity, one in an individual activity and a third in either a team or in an individual 

activity). 

2.  A written analysis and evaluation of performance to bring about improvement in one activity. 

 

WHERE NEXT?  

GCSE in PE equips you to be more fully aware of fitness, a healthy, active lifestyle and encourages active 

participation in sports of different kinds; this brings lifelong benefits. It may lead eventually to studying for 

specialist degrees at university including Sports, Exercise and Health Sciences. These specialist areas offer a 

wide range of career opportunities including the NHS, sports rehabilitation, physiotherapy, sports nutrition, 

sports technology, sports media, sports management and teaching. 

  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/gcse/physical-education-8582
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GCSE Media 

INTRODUCTION OF THE COURSE 

Media is a contemporary and interactive subject which encourages students to develop their creative, 

analytical, research, and communication skills, through exploring a range of media forms and perspectives. 

 

COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT 

GCSE Media Studies engages students in the in depth study of media products in relation to the four areas 

of the theoretical framework:  

• media language 

 • media representation  

• media industries  

• media audiences.  

 

Students study media products from all of the following media forms:  

• television • film • radio • newspapers • magazines • advertising and marketing • online, social and 

participatory media • video games • music videos 

 

Media studies is assessed in 3 parts: 

Part 1) 1 hour 30 minute examination worth 35% of the final grade 

Part 2) 1 hour 30 minute examination worth 35% of the final grade 

Part 3) Non-examined assessment where students create a media product worth 30% of the final grade  

 

 

WHERE NEXT?  

Over one hundred universities offer courses in Media, Communications and Cultural Studies in the UK. An A 

Level qualification in Media Studies, informed by study at GCSE level, helps you to move towards these 

courses, as well as to those in a range of other areas. 

Whether you are planning to go to university or not, there is a huge array of career opportunities in the 

media, and it’s an industry that is growing very quickly. There are careers in TV and film production, 

advertising, journalism, interactive media, and digital marketing, technical production, special effects, web 

design and post-production.  

Additionally, Media Studies will even help you to develop skills that you’ll be able use in your other subjects 

such as critical thinking, analysis, research, planning, practical skills, time management, essay writing skills 

and more. 
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GCSE MUSIC   

INTRODUCTION OF THE COURSE  

In this exciting course you will explore Music through the key skills of Listening and Appraising, 

Composing and Performing. Music GCSE is largely practical and you will be spending much of your 

time practising an instrument/ singing, writing music in the form of songs and instrumental pieces and 

studying music from around the world from different periods in history. You will have the opportunity to 

explore the works of composers and song-writers representing many different genres, from early 

classical music to pop music, film and gaming music. You will explore how music is composed, 

performed and heard, developing your understanding of key musical techniques in your own 

compositions and performances. The music department is equipped with a suite of computers using 

software programmes Mixcraft and Sibelius and you will learn how to use music technology to record 

and perform your creations!  

HOW DO I KNOW GCSE MUSIC IS RIGHT FOR ME?  

The GCSE music course is designed to suit everyone, from beginner-level to advanced musicians.   

Above all you will need:  

−  A passion for music- whether this is listening to music at home, writing music and/or song lyrics, 

performing to friends or family, thinking about how music is used in everyday life (e.g. films, 

games, the media)  

−  A strong commitment to practising your instrument and/or singing skills- you will need to 

practise on your own in a school practice room or at home for at least 15 minutes, four times a 

week. Your music teacher will show you what to practise and you will need to be prepared to 

act on their feedback and take responsibility for attending your lessons. Instrumental lessons 

are available from tutor at school. GCSE students receive a 50% discount on fees. 

−  A willingness to join a music enrichment session each week- whether you love singing, playing 

the keyboard or playing in a rock-group, there will be an activity designed to suit your needs 

and interests . 

−  An open-minded attitude to music of many different cultures, traditions and periods in music 

history. The more music you listen to, the more ideas you will have for your own compositions  

 

Useful but not essential:  

−  The ability to read music to some level  

−  An instrument at home (Coloma has a large stock of instruments available for you to 

borrow free of charge!) 

−  Experience learning and playing an instrument or singing  
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SPECIFICATION  
Music GCSE is a two-year course, during which you will study music from four Areas of study:  

1. Musical forms and devices (Set Work: Bach - Badinerie) 

2. Music for ensemble 

3. Music for Film 

4. Popular Music (Set work: Toto – Africa)  

  

You will be encouraged to engage critically and creatively with a wide range of music and musical 

contexts, and reflect on how music is used in the expression of personal and collective identities.   

  

The Subject content is divided into the three components:   

1. Appraising music         40%  

2. Performing music   30%  

3. Composing music  30%   

ASSESSMENT  

COMPONENT 1: APPRAISING MUSIC   

What's assessed? 

 −  Listening  

 −  Contextual understanding   

How it's assessed   

An exam paper that consists of 8 questions. Many of these are multiple choice/one word 

answers. There is only one longer answer which can be answered in bullet points. Total time 

for the exam is 1hr 15mins 

  

This component is worth 40% of the final GCSE marks (96 marks).   

  

COMPONENT 2: PERFORMING MUSIC  

What's assessed?  

Music performance   

How it's assessed   

As an instrumentalist and/or vocalist and/or via technology:  

- Performance 1: Ensemble performance (36 marks)  

- Performance 2: Solo performance (36 marks)  

A minimum of four minutes of performance in total is required, of which a minimum of one minute 

must be the ensemble performance.  

  

This component is 30% of GCSE marks (72 marks).  

  

Non-exam assessment (NEA) will be internally marked by teachers and externally moderated by 

Eduqas. Performances must be completed in the year of certification.   

  

COMPONENT 3: COMPOSING MUSIC   

How it's assessed   

−  Composition 1: Composition to a brief (36marks) 

−  Composition 2: Free composition (36marks).  

A minimum of three minutes of music in total is required.   

  

This component is 30% of GCSE marks (72 marks).   

  

Non-exam assessment (NEA) will be internally marked by teachers and externally moderated by AQA.   

 


